]udwni' from the enthsiem in Regis'
yuitee, Fehruary 199 wa shaping p 1o be
i gy month for Cussighy. AL the time, ha
s still, by all accounts, buxking in the
) aum-sfutgluwnlmw}:lmssmt’.hw
. Enigina debut LP,

| The record; released: st October and
featoring eight songs written by Cassidy,
s destgned bo introtse him 4o serlius
" musigian o Americen aodlences, Bver
since "The Partridge Family" show wai
cancebed in 1974, bt had straggled 1o shike
his squenky-cleun teon idol image. An
Emmy nomination, leading roles on
Broadway, and tn London's Wiest End —
nighing could make peaple forget Keith

Empty pockets, fust siurin® ol the moon

i yored give the Dagt yenis hee!

St your best fust warn' 1 good enongh

Are sou feelin' you ain' | won esough

Welk, took sut pal, *cose i shows.
wvid Cassidy wrole these words in
1975, encapsulating the desp
frustrmticn his kaw emomive from o

cloge Friend whi was in the throes of o

Some 16 years Inter, that first veérse from
Love in Sigom could well sum ap
Cuawidy'y own mindset over the past fow
years. Ho has, indeed, been Joft bassed,
bruised, and emotionslly batered. His
haws ol Fruargion, however, hive begn
rooted nod in romance, bat in the recond
busieis,

Droring the past sin years, Duvid Cossidy
— the actor/singer who seared 1o stardom
o the wings of "The Family” —
ha seen hi dnst four record deals go by the
wilyside, crashing and burning amid i Mur-
ry of mergers and milsmsnagement. Hin
Intest deal-gone-bad, with now-defuncy
Enigma Reconds, cost him what could have
been o hit sltsemn and wour. Not only tha, it
b left i thedd ug in litigation, unable 10
sign with another record label,

"It has become o very ugly, messy thing
signin and it has wken all of the good will
thait [ had about the record business agadn,®
he maild, "1 don't know how many mom
times I can go back 1o this with the same
enthusiagm that | huid and beliove it"s all
gk io work ot this time."

Cassidy, (hough, is refusing 10 let thess
business toubles keep him from making
MOsC.

"My nuural leadency would be w say
"Oh, worew it and give up and justwy 'I'm
not going o go through this frastration
ogadn,’ But 1 feel like 1| cume so fur and 1
Just, . . 1 feel Tike | want o play, So I'm
going i ooy on and just do ic?

The end result of this stff personal resolve
in Cassidy's first American our since the
carly 19708, which kicked off Seplember
14 a Hesshey Park in Hershey, Pennsyl-
vania.

Chssidy"s decision o wour is o gutsy one,
He has no albom to promote, nd record
company (o financially bock him, Worse

yel, he's hitting the road w o time when
even established turing ot are having
trouble drawing crowds,

Duivid, though, suwys ho can'’t worry sbout
thise fctor.

"Ueimately, it wias either toor this way or
miayhe pot ever do it again,” he suid on the
phone [rom Los Angeles bn late Augusi,
where he was rehearsing. “I'm cerminly
not promoting anything, This is not sbout
diaing i major anena tour 1o try and recreste
the past, 1'm juest going ol now for the fans
and for me. 1 foel like n ot of good hos
come from the last record and 1 want to
continwe on the course that | set. For me, it
hies boen o personal kind of trinmph."

To undersmnd what he means by “per-
sonpl riumph,” one mos delve o e
downfall of Enigma, the downfull of his
other record deals, and how Casgidy
reacted to those events,

Ini an interview in Febroary, Cassidy sd-
mitted he hod known for several months
that Enigma’s demise was near, But, inoni-
cally, it stemed us if ba was the anly one
who wouldd pdmit i Bven in the carly
manths of 1991, Enigma CECQ Joe Regis
wad atill clinging to the notion thut the
commpuny would survive,

"Ment week would be the perfect time o
come out and ik w David Cassidy!”
pushed Regls, then Cassidy's manager, as
he talked o o reponer. "We're going w
plck Diavid®s pew single then and ot the énd
of the month, be"s gonna sing on *Johnny
Carson."™

Purtridge. -

aitighe, the self-pefined Lyin
charts,

>

Bur this
now sibum, be
ved, would help him
phid his Partridge foathern

ningle spent 16 wieeks an the Billbord pop
: ingd ot Mo.27 en Noyember 17,
1t dlieh even better on the Radio & Records
ol contemporry chart, where it wpped
out st Mo.20. Mot oo shabhy for an kst
wgll.]o;elulllmuiu' il wis reloased in
1976,
By February, thouggh, Lyin' to Mysalf had

long singe fullen off the chans, So it
Ysemed only Ingical thal Regis and Entgma

uld be gearing up for the second wove
of Cassidy hype.

Probilem was, the hype aboul the hype wos
Just that — hype, Regls was lving o him-
sl amdd to the reporter. Thers would be no
secand wave, no second single, and no
“Tonight Show" pppenmnce, Hell, by this
time, Endgma Records harely exisied,

During the 198018, Enigma was ong of the
Ivotvest, hippest, and most successiul alter-
nutive record compunies in the business. [ty
romier of artiste included Mojo Nixoa, the
Dead Millkemen, Strypes, Poison, smd the
Smithereens. The Californin-based lubel
signed Cassidy in carly 1988, ulter hearing
himy play three demos on "The Mark anmd
Brinn Show,” a wp-mied morming mdio

o KLOS-FM in Loz Angeles,
But by July of last year, Enigma’s rising
star was starting (6 fall, Reports surfaced in

the trades about the label undergoing o
“complete restructuring.” Regis, already
Cassidy’s managor, was numed CEQ of
Enigma wnid broughi with him anew siable
of managers, people he deemod "Execs
with Artinedes,"

“Our goal 18 to be the best mid-slzed
record pompany in the buskness,” he said at
thie tiee, "With our revimped AR depan-
mient. .. thid prize isnow wilhin our grasp,”

Enigma would never lateh on o that prize,
primarily because the company couldn't
biang on (o its money. Ad 1990 drew wa
cloge, staried of cuthacks and saff lnyolls
ot Enigmn bocame commonplace. By curly
Ei.;f rnrlri;ﬂmlf 15 people remained from

of 70, In May, the compuny was out
of businesa mﬂ:wly. "Endmrﬁm,rlh-

Labor of Love

By Mark Wyckoff

Eory Finally Biwa the Dust™ read the froni.
e headling in Vieriety,

Eigmu'y pnce-hustling redwadad office
building, tucked away o0 g quict Culver
Cily sree, wiis i tstament 1 how lar the
exnpany bad fulen. Only the mow peryist-
enl visoel— those whi were willing o
ring the outside buzzer for 15 minutes
ntraight — were 1ot in.

Oitice ingide, therd wis lide 1o see. Most
oof Ve effioes wers gliged and focled tight.
The huge thecn Endgma clock over the from
sk o Jong since bumed oul A new
batch. of phine books st on the counter
ungpencd because there were no
eniployees arund o0 ke dyem. Wisle-
baskets were filled to overfTowing
Cignretie bais were cibrelessly stmpe
ot i the carpel,

This wui dafinitely not a company
position 0 send another Dovid Clesid
singho Mying up the charts, o maltsr whal
the over-optimistie Regis was soying. With
the company in wuch bies, it"y hard to
understand why Cussidy even conseniod (o
it Inberview. Afier all, what was he golog
10 promede — hig nooexisient second
iy single?

Meverthobess, Cassidy was right on tim,
fior the 5 pom ek on Pebrunry. 22 Dafiving
the rush-hour oddd, be managed o fnd &
st for his sheck wllver sprarts car dinseily
in frony of Le Cald, o dimly-ld Sherman
Ouks coffes house he hisd pickod for the
meeting, "1 a nice place,” he sid on the
phone thie day before, ay his newhorn son,
Beat Devin, cried in the background.
"Nobody will bothér us there.”

Cassidy ddnt give anybody the ko o
bother him, He parked hig car, dropped &
quureer i the meter, and slipped ntw the
cafe a0 fonl thisl he seemed almost in-
viaible,

Ou this particular day, Camidy was
definitely not deckod oul in the rock star
gart he hod draped hims2If in for most of
by wix-momth-long promaotionsd (our. The
silver-stdded leather jacked, the scruffy
denim jacker with leather sieeves, the shiny
blue satin ¢oat — these were nowhere 1o be
found,

Insteail, he wis sporting o com{onabie
puir of bluck jeans, blick T-shirt, snd o
dark blue pinstriped windbeoaker. The
Tamous Cagsidy coil, showing just s touch
of gray on the siles, wal weked under o
blue "ASCAP Rocks" hascball cap. For i
man who wis less than two months away
from wrming 41, he looked remirkably
vouthlul.

Missing, alongz with signy of age dnd the
rock star clothes, wis the rock star sitifude,
For mast of list year, during every inter-
vwmﬂmd put on a decidedty
geni y hyper, "i's 1o be
buck” mosk. i

Every chance he could, he'd
poke fun ot hiv Kelth Panridge |mage,
"Yes, [ DROVE THE BUS!T™ he'd scroam,
alluding 1o the Parridge Family's
peychedelic school bus. "T'M SORRY 1
DROVE THE BUS!"™ Then he'd launch
into n phea for people o help him locais the
wvehicle 3o be could blow it ap, IF bie was
lucky, in between the myrud of questhons
abowt hin Portridge puot, he'd be obio o
snoak in & few words sbout the new album
i his plons 1o tour in 91,

But as Caszidy gat down at a comer table
nnd ordersd o Calistoga, [t was clesr he had



