come with no set agenda o plug — amd
nothing 1o hide. The lopic of Enigma cume
up quickly, and he mode nd arempl 0
heilge

"The botinim dropped out of Enigma two
weeks before my single came out,” he said,
“They fired all the regional promotional
people. They fired all the regionnl eles
poople. hud v money 10 opemie.

5o, mmly imagine how 1 fel. [
spent the last year and & hall working on
thig recond, trying to make it happen. 1 had
to deliver the record four months in ad-
vance, becanse this record company
operaied differsndy from everybody ek
mndd 1 hid 10 go along with it Finally, I'm
waiting like o rmcehorse, Hke I've been
trining fior years. And two weeks before
the single comes out — afier T had alrondy
been out and dong conventions snd svery-
thing — they drog the bomb.”

In Cassidy's words, the company's
revelation was "like a very cruel joke o
me.” It was even more cruel, and ironic,
when you realize Cussldy's last thres
record desls hsd collapsed in sxuedy the
sime way, Consider
® The wock his Evropean-only atbom
ROMANCE hit the British Top 20 in 1985,
g record company, AnsayArioby, wag
bougit oot by RCA,

“All the peaple ul Arists in the LLE. left .
soeverybody else wias fired.” he said. “All
e artisie un had recordi out ot the time
died. They come luick and wantod o mike
another album with me, Bul by dig tme,
the st in my mouth was readly bad abo
them,”

@ Despite the Arioks buyout, Cassidy went
shead with 1 month-long wur of Britain,
his first sinoe 1974, that culminaed in g
sold-out, two-might stand o Lendon's
Royal Albert Hall, Those two shows were
taped, wnd a Cassidy- produced double-live
albaem and video wers relemsed in 1986 on
the London-based Starblend label.

"Sturbbond wisa crooked recond compuny
that just hasieally pitched me on the idea of
puiting it out for the fns,” he sald, "They
dhidd, but they owe me a lot of money and 1
"L gt it put ol them, 1"ve taken them o
canart aned they basically bled the company
dry 1o Inak Tike the company haid no asses.
That"s the way crooks do busines,”

W Cussidy spont moch of 1988 working on
on album. for MCA Reconds, Bud alter
MCA was bought oul and new muatages-
ment was broughs in, the deal fell

"The deal with MCA hay been finadized,”
he wald in June of 1989, "I'm no longer
mssociated with MCA. I'm very pleased
that it worked oul the way it diid, because
the company was nol supportive of me
dolng wht 1 wimt 1o do today,*

Aftor each of the deals went sour, Cassidy
did the same thing — he retreated. Some-
times for manths on end. "1 didn’e try
write songs afier thal 1 didn't ry o gel
people interested inmg. 1t ook all the sind
out of my sails,"

But thanks 1o three years of intense
amalysiy, which he completed early in
1990, Cassidy had o resh outlook on life,
When Enigma began o founder, e refossd
1o retreal,

"Well, what do you dot™ he asked. "Do
wou throw wnother yesr and 8 half of yoor
Tifewary il kary O well' Y Or o you say,
T don't core what it ke, T'm going 10
maky this happen, | don’t care that you
don’t hiave any money. | know [ won't be
nble 10 compote on o ot of levels,' Retil!
Twaa dead, | hod nobody 1o sell the recond,
Thero weren "t records in dones, OK, B |
can still eome out of it and have peogle be
wware of what T"ve done and peaple will
AEil] fear it

"That was becouse | have enpugh people
out there who are mteresied and carg,
who've skl W me, in mdio, "we really
waunt b0 play it So | went and thought, 'IF
1 have allics in redio, "m golng o go back
pnd support them.” So 1 made a point of
Eﬂiﬂllﬁiﬂmlﬂ awiul lot of koy mnrkets

made. mysell available

o them for
promotiond.”

Costidy stared his promotioasl surge in
July. He weni cverywhere, appeared on
every ielevidon show, shook countless
hunds, figned countless wulographs, and
ook couniless phowgrphs, He sang the
nntional anthem belore 8 pro-season
Tamps Bay footbull gme and even playoid
the wedding march, on slectric, gultr, Tor
& couple who had won a radio sation

g::mﬂun in Baltimore, In Tolada, Cido,
emceed a celebrity-siudded mdio sta-
tion pramotion ond ended up climbing on
suge with Vixen o jam an Sympathy for
the Dewil.

All this legwork helped propel Lyin' &0
Myself up the Billboard churis. In its first
woek, 73 siations sdded Lyin' 10 their
playlists, making it the third-most added
song on mcio that weck. At iy peak, the
record was on the playlists of nearly 200
radin stuthons scross the country. In mone
than 60 major markets, the record hit (he
Top 15, going m high as Nod for two
straight weiks at WZOK-FM in Rockfond,
Ikinois.

"leowned my e, Cossidy said of the
prromotion schodule, "But Um glad I did i,
bocoose it was the only way it could be
done, The company basically had no
money o operle ond it wis all on my
fhoulders, So, yesh, given tho clrcumsun-
cef, | huid o smaeh record. 'Couse anybody
else would have siiffed doad in the waizr,
Given those odds, T did grear. But you can'y
compete in the marketploce with o pen-
shooter when everyone ¢lss has Uyls,®

There was a time i the 1970 when it was

Cassidy whe was packing the heavy recond
company artillery, From October 1970 w
Fobruary 1973, Cassidy, both solo and with
the Partridges, amassed 11 Top 40 singles
and six gold albums ir America, The big-
geathit, Think I Love You, soamd i No. |
in the LS. and sold more than fve million
copies worldwide, In Englind, Cassidy did
even berer, Between March 1971 and
Muveanber 1975, he sent 14 singles o the
British Top 20, including the No.1 hi
Hieni Can ! Be Sure and Daydreamer, A
undike the tour of small theaters and in-
tmute clubs he has now embarkod o,
Cassidy's tours usedd o be huge, He sold
out Madizon Scquare Gurden, the Garden
State Ans Center, Wembley Stadium,
White City Stadium. Everywhere he
pliyed, the fins Nocked,

But the Bratles-like hysterin generated by
his records and sold-oul workd s wis
noL something he had set out to cultivate,
Rk wnd roll, In fix, hid barely boen barn
i 1953, the year o three-year-cld David
Cousuicy set his sights on being an enter-
miner, The young Cossidy mode his cireer
chuice alier seeing his father, the late Jack
Casvidy, coplivare s Brosdway wudience is
the s of the musical Wish You Were Here
ot Mew York's Imperial Theater, "I was
the first tkme | remoember soedng my futher
an utige,” Cakaldy once said, "As my mom
drove me home, [ remember telling her, 1
wanit b do that, ! She old me 1o wiit until
I gradunted from high school.”

1t"s no wonder thist Cassidy, is an impres-
sicunble wddler, was so owe-struck by his
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futher's sige prosenge. The elder Cassidy,
wha weisld o om 1o carm o Tony Award i
1963 far She Loves Me, was in impesing
figune. Ho posstasad i rucor-sharp wit, &
Impeccable sense of style, and s disurming,
ruciant magnetism. And then there was his
veice, b booming Irish-tnged bariiome pes-
fectly suited for the stnge. Broadway s el
regarded him highly, grandly dubbing him
"The Prince af Players."

As good i performeér ns Jack Cnasldy wis,
e could not hiandle the role of uher, Four
years after inspiring his son 1o go into show
businets, bo divorced Duvid's mother,
Evelyn Ward, i successful ncoress and dun-
cer in her own right, 5o he could marry
Shirley Jomes in 1956, 11 was Jones, the
Tuture sinr of Oklahom, The Music Mun,
and un Osear winner for Elmer Ganiry in
1961, who, ironically, wirdd later be cast
a8 the matriarch of the Partridge Family,

Although the divaroe hurt Cassidy docply
and permanently soured his relationship
with his father, nothing coold persuade him
to abandon his acting mmbitions. In 1960,
Ise e his stage debus bn the chorus of o
summer stock prodoction of The Pajama
Came with his mom. During his senior
year ol Rexford High School in Los An-
gefes, Cassidy staried to verowsly study his
crafl. He worked with the Loz Angoles
Thester Company in 1967, starring in the
group’s production of And 5o 1o Bad Al
e g v, e wa ploering, singing, and
writing *some serously bad rock ind rofl®
with his friends arcund wwn. The Bales,
Cream, Clapton, Hendrix — they weae all
hig influences.

Bul seting, ot rock wnd Toll, was still
Cussly’s pussion, Two weeks afier he
gradasied, while the resl of his fricnds
were proparing for college, he made the
decksion to move W New York, He wok an
$80-a-week job in the mailrom of 8 textile
firm, wenl oul on suditions durlng his
bunch hour, nnd took scting classed at night.

Abaut edght months later, in early 1968,
Cossidy won the pert ol Dorothy Losdon s
sun in the Alen Shemman musical The Fig
Leaves Are Falling, dirccied by George
Abbott. Those Fiy Leaves. however, fell
quickly and the show chosed out its run
Broadway's Brosdhurst Thester afier fust



