Cossidy also brought on board 8 host of
friends (o help him, including Kim Coumes
(who, with her hushand Duvid Ellingion,
wore part of his live hacking boand) and
Michoel MacDonndd, The record, n mix of
show nes (Redgers and Hammersieln's
Ball fal), standurds (Peggy Lee's Fever),
and originals, wis the firg tme Cuesidy
cang clonse i spescing his own voice. “I'm
singing me, my thoughts, everything,”
Crstldy sald wt the time. "T08 & plece of me
— my whale life i in that album, and all
the dreams I*ve ever had, If people don't
Like i, they don’t like me.”

Although Dregmy hit No,1 in England,
the recond stiffed @ Amiericn, After four
yeurs spent fmiitlessly bucking his image,
Cussidy was weary, bitter, and disil-
lusioned. By 1974, bo was sick of spending
14 hours s day Mimtng and henanniher aix
hewirs in the studio recording, He couldn't
even have weekends W himsell; Ssunlay
anif Sunday were reserved for doing one-
nikghiers around the country, And 5o, in the
midst of o massive, five-continenl workd
tour the Auyiralisn press hod dubbed
"World War 111" Cassidy announced be
wias retiring from i all, No mote o, no
miare TV shew, When his sell-out stand o
Englund‘y Wembley Arenn ended, he
vowed, si woulld this phase of his carcer,

He stuck 1o his promise, wo. When the
tomer ended in June 1974, ho withdrew com-
pletely from the public eye. He spenta b
chunk of fime 5 home, in hiﬁ:'lalmjg
“thawlig out.” He el robbed of his iden-
tity, of hig soul, and he went through "two
of three nervous breakdowns™ wrying 1o
ateal it hack.

ey UE L, LAsEIdy Rad scrapod Iogethor
encugh ol his smity @ el 1o the pablic
eyo nnd he signod o perm contret with
RCA Records on Pebruary 21, Cassidy's
ferms were simple nnd non-nogotiable: He
woihd have toml creative control over the
rocords and he wonld not lar or promaoe,

The reaulting albums, THE HIGHER
THEY CLIMB, THE HARDER THEY
FALL in 1975 and HOME IS WHERE
the HEART IS and GETTINT IT (n the
STREET in 1976, marked o declded
change In Cassidy’s sound. The records
werd grittier, dorker, more ,
more rock-orienied than anything he'd
ever done, He produced all three (s first
two with Beach Boy Broce Jolmston, und
the last whth Cerry Beckley of America),

~ wrae mow of the songi, and ployed on
almost every ruck. Cnce ngadn, Cossldy

collabosated with g plethorn of musical
buddies: Dewey Bunmell from America,
Flo and Eddie, Bill Hoose {who played
utitar for Lide Richard), Beach Boy Card
Wilson, Ricky Fuluar, Poco's Richie
Furay, Horry Nilszon, Jim Kelmer, and
Mick Ronsan,

Even though be stayed basy recording,
Cassidy relors io these years as his "rotive-
ment.” RCA hod alfered m the chance, ut
i expenes, W indulge srtistically, and e
took [ufl odvanuge. nsread of rying oo
hit songs, Cossicly woas contend (o play with
his musicul friends, Thoy'd lock themsel-
ven bn the sndio, sometimen for days on
enl, gl just pit grownd and jum,

"He tred me ou,” Broce Johosn ssid,
recalling the HIGHER THEY CLIMB
aeaskons., "Ha always wanied o work ot
night, all night and then on into the duy. He
wie serious wbout i, though. 1 yoo look u
the crecits on the album, "Produced by
David Casgidy and Broge Johnsson,’ that's
na lie. He worked his butt offon thoes anid
chicd w great job,”

10 Britwn and Europe, ol leas, the reconts
were apprecinted. HIGHER THEY

CLIMB, i concept album abont the rise
und fall of o rock s, hit No.22 on the
British chans and spawned two Top 20
singles. In Germany, Brave Magazine
nmed it album of the yeor,

With the record, Casaidy's dark und ir-
meverent sense of humer aboul bis fune
ciume through for the first tme, On Mas-
secret it Park Bench, a dinlogoe pioce wril-
ten sod performed with Phil Austin of
Firesign Thenler, Cagsidy pliys himself ga
o cfirty, washed-up drunk slecping under a
newspaper. And on Wien I'm a Rock ‘n'-
Roll Star, Cassidy satiizes the myths of
rock stardom:

Gronna drive ' em insane

They' Il be husruning my name

Wikile I am rolling in foriune and fame
Talking obrcene, inmy black imouyines
And py plerare’ £ on the cover of all those
feen magusines,

Casgidy used his songwriting s 1 musical
cuthimiin, bul he sl could nod put all his
demeons o rest. By the thind RCA album,
relapsed in November 1976, Cassidy's ur-
tisthc wedl beael um dry. e stopped record-
ing, he sopped playing, and he rereoied
once agaln o reevaluate his e and hiy
carcor,

His 1977 marringe to aolness Kny Lenz,
along with the thriving horse-breeding
buisinesd he owned, gave him the impets
b cowme oub of “retirement,” In My 1978,
he returned to elevision, playing un under-
cover narcotics officer in a two-hour
“Podice Story” episode called * A Clunes 1o
Live." The show drew big ratings and
neited bim an Emmy nomination for best
drumatic actor, but his success wis short-
lived, The resulting seriey, "Duvid Cas-
sidy—>an Undercover,” bombed in the
rtings and wis quickly canceled.

[herpiie his Emmy nomination, good pe-
ting roles dried up foe bim, Producers



