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diidint wiant (o cost him, many didn't oven
want to see him. After doing guest shots on
schiock shown such ae "Love Boat™ and
“Fantusy [aland,” Cassidy made o con-
peioas diciaion oo refum to his stage rols,
In 1979, he and Kay Lenz stured in The
Violee of the Turile althe Westport Country
Playhouse in Conneciicul. Acting
workshops followed, an did maore
televigion, By 1981, he had landed the
plom lead robe in o revival of the George
M. Cohan musical Linle Jahnay Jones,
The show, which broke ailcndance
reconds during its seven-week smnd al the
Porothy Chandler Pavilion in Lon A
peles, muly rejuvenaled Cassidy's carces
and his spirits. Fana New in from around
the country and the warld b0 seo him sing
the Cobsn clissics Give My Regards io
Broagway and Yankee Doodle Dandy,

18 worth the price of admission slone o
bear Cansidy delivar these timeless tuncs,”
wrote The Ansheim Bulletn, " Although
Jongy bowsts o fine cast, Cassidy @ always
s welcome figure when he returns
ofeage,”

Most critics, however, gave Cassidy and
tha whow tepid reviews, The Lox Angeles
Timtey said he "was only i beginning soag
and dance man.” Other critios sald worss.
After six months on the rond with the
production, Cassidy left the Brondway-
bound show, At the sme dme, his mar-
ringe to Kny Lene ended in divirce,

By the summer of 1982, he was back on
sbage, stwming in the play Tribuse of the
Stage West Theatre in Canada. The show,
written by “Purtridge Family" creator Ber-
nard Slade, gave Cassidy a chance
streich his dmmatic tlems. “Cassidy's
whole performance is masterfully under-
studed,” wrole the Calgary Sun. "He s ruly

B gracious acior, never once siepping oul-
widde of his character, This (5.6 sorious actor,
working with and for his co-stars.” After
ihe show closed, be headed 1o Nashville w
record tracks for a country-Aavored solo
album, The project, though, was quickly
nboried.
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“I did throe sdes with Larry Butler, but 1
Teld Niko n strange in o strange land,” he wld
HITS magarine in 199, “They didn't gat
mi, T didn't get them. For whatover roneon,
I dighn" worke ot [ wanied o see 1T could
take my pop thing and grafl it on o tha. |
dhidhn"t womt 1o be n country arist,”

Mere stage wark followed. In 1983, he
made his retum (o Brosdway, stirming for
o gix months in Josepk and the Amgazing
Technicolor Dreameom a1 the Royale
Theater. Alter g limied national four with
the: show, he armived in Kansas City, Mis-
sourd, 1o headline in Jesus Chrixt Superstar
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nt the Starlight Theater in August 1984, As
they had during Jaseph, the critics raved
about his vodoe, The Kansay Ciry Srar, for
ona, called him “quite magnificent.”

The week Supersnor ended, Cassidy jeued
to England 10 begin work on the
ROMANCELF projoct, By Casgidy' s side
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during the sesslons was Meryl Tane, a
South African horse breeder he had doted
[or the lasl year, They were maried
December 1984, By 1986, aftar the
management shakeup at Arista and
Cuagicly s British toor, they were divoreed.
The divarce, coupled with the court but-
Ues surmounding his Ariza and Sarblend
contracts, preyed on his mind and left him
"without & leg to stand on,* Once again, he
wan buer, disiliesioned, and alone,
"“When I gt the offer v go back o
England und do the musicsl Time in "87, 1
renally did it becanse [ necded 1o work,” he
aaidd, "And 1 needed to ped off the dime tht
T s om, It was 8 very thin dime, You need
1y mive on and sometimes shed skin. 1
think, ultimately, from the tiome 1 did that,
1 decided that | needed to change a lot of
patierns in'my life,”

To help him chonge those paiterns, Cas-
sidy went through throe veurs of intensive
anilysis beginning in 1987, During the $0-
minute seasions, which wene held three o
five times o week, he would bare his soul,
amd then pick it apar.

"Part of it was Preodinn analysls, ubing
mime Ceetnll therapy,” Cassidy explained,
“The guy who was my therapist used 10
sy, "1 m going o be your guide on the rood
mup o yoursell and through yoursell,'
That's & pretty good analogy of what he
dicd. I maan, it his changed my life — the
way | feel about myself and about other
people and aboul my carcer. It enabled me
ta have a lot more sell-pssurance,

"People used 10 say 10 me, "You seamd
nervous, you seem defensive.” And per-
haps | was nervous and defensive,
Paranoid. For good reason, It seemed
people wers dodng next w0 anything 0 be
part of me, 0 Wouch me, o ba close o me,
S50 1 did the nstueral thing, which was o
hack off. To mistrust everybody, But |
don'y really cars mboul how people act
now, Il that's who yoo are, that's fine. It
doesn’t bother me, That's as good of an
example a5 1 can give you of how ['ve

As Cassidy continued 1 sig on his Calis-
ings ot L Cafi, he could only chuckls s
he mulled over the severe twisty and tums
his 23-year-long career has taken him oo,
As he ilked, the rhoyttemic sounds of Paler
Gabriel's Big Time provided a fidng and
iranic musical backdrog (o his thonghts,

I've had such an unusual coarcer, so frag-
mented in so many ways,” he said. "] have
fiolt sort of Tike some drifiwood o times i
my life. Oftentimes with a focuws and direc-
tion, but nonsthebess kind of on my own. 1
think everything 1 have done [ have dooe
predty much on my own merdt. [ haven't
had the high- powered mansgers and
lwwyers going in mnd representing me and
making i happen (or me, Perhaps if [ had,
1 would have been more suceessful on §
commercial level. Not that [ haven't
achieved a lot af thit in my lfe — I cer-
inly have, The business is really about
power and metnentum. And those with the
ol that can wield the mod, pre the mast
well regarded, the most well podd, the most
Teared, and the most desined people.

"But I dom't view it that way, My sistude
about it is slightly different becawse | have
had o lot of what mosy people are striving
for tn my ¢areer &1 & very young age. And
I foand it wan pretty moch of o vacuum,
that it wasn't about money, [ume, and
adulation. I didn't bring me happiness.
And once you understand that, you realize
youa'ne dn 1L on your ow, o yourself, So
you set aboul o course that mokes you
Thapgry, wrtistically and as n human being.

FOI LRSS0y, LOAL COURSS 0w ENCIB0es i
new wifs, #1-year-old Sue Shifrin, und o
new baby, Beay Dovin, bom Februonry 8,
199].

"My first months of being a lather have
been éxkraordinarily rowanding," he said,
"Probuhly the most rewarding, ssonderiul
experience I've ever had, | goeas iy be-
cavese | reatly enjoyed being o kid, | enjoy
having akid that [ can rediscover and relive
iy own ghildhood with.”

Cassacly had [erst met Shiftin, o Miami-
bom songwriler who wrote Show Somme
Respect Tor Ting Turner, back in the 19704,
They hooked up for good when Caesidy
wis doing Time in 1987, Together, over the
nex ! threg years, they would write the bulk
f misterial thit ended up on LAVID CAS-
SIDY. ¥or the now Cher afbum, LOVE
HURTS, the pabr pennesd 'l Never Stop
Laving You, On Enster Ssurdny this yoar,
they were marriod,

For Cossidy, the collabarstion hay been
bath pe mnd creatively satisfying.
Shifrin has helped Cassidy hone his
songwriting skills, The songs on the Enig- |
mia albam were more divect and fully real-
lieesd than sy he had ever committed w
vinyl, Boalevard of Broken Dreams, foe
instance, wirned agalnst being seduced by
(mme's allure, Labor af Lowve was shout the
sarnined relationship he fead with his [
He and Shifrin even delved into tacklin
world issues, something neither had ev
dong befom,

"Stzy and [ had this song, Mesrage o
World, that she wus dresdfully afre”




