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Tuning In On ... 

The Gavin Meet 

Radio, Where's It Going? 
With approximately one month to 

go, the Fifth Annual Radio Program 
Conference is already shaping up as 
a must event of the broadcasting and 
recording industry. The conference, 
often referred to as the Gavin Con- 
vention, is scheduled for Nov. 20-22 
at the Century Plaza Hotel in Los 
Angeles. 

This week it was announced that 
one of broadcasting's most controv- 
ersial figures, Federal Communica- 
tions Commissioner Nicholas John- 
son, would open the conference with 
an address on "The Social Impact 
And Opportunity Of Radio." John- 
son's will be the only formal presen- 
tation during the three-day non- 
profit event, and will be followed by 
a question and answer period. 

FAMILY SHOW - David Cassidy of 
Bell's Partridge Family guested on 
the Larry Kane Show on KTRK- 
Houston and was interviewed by 
Kane. The artist also performed his 
current chart single, "I Think I Love 
You." After twelve years in Houston, 
the Kane Show goes into syndication 
in January through Bing Crosby 
Productions. 

It seems likely that many broad- 
casting executives who have ex- 
pressed disagreement with Johnson 
in the past will be on hand to con- 
front him directly. Johnson, no 
stranger to direct criticism (he was 
recently blasted by Vice President 
Spiro Agnew for "permissiveness"), 
is expected to reply in kind. 

All other sessions will utilize an 
"encounter" format calling for full 
audience participation on topics 
related to the inter -relation of radio 
and recorded music, in keeping with 
the theme of the conference, "Radio, 
Where Do We Go From Here?" 

One of the more interesting "en- 
counter" sessions should be the one 
devoted to FM progressive radio, 
which will be moderated by Willis 
Duff, v.p. and general mgr. of 
KSAN-San Francisco. 

"Resource" people assembled by 
Duff and confirmed to date include 
Tom Donahue, now with Warner 
Brothers Films, who is considered the 
father of underground radio because 
of his pioneering efforts at KMPX- 
San Francisco. 

Also set: Allen Shaw, vice pres- 
ident for ABC -FM stations, New 
York; John Detz, manager, WABX- 
FM, Detroit; Matt Ash, manager, 
KMET, Los Angeles; and Augie 
Blume, independent record promotion 
man specializing in FM product. 
Blume was honored at last year's Con- 
ference as Record Promotion Man of 
the Year. 

Session moderators announced by 
Gavin include Dave Klem national 
promotion director, Blair Radio; 
Willis Duff; Ken Dowe, national di- 
rector of operations, The McLendon 
Stations; Al Bell, executive vice pres- 
ident, Stax/Volt Records; and Joe 
Smith, executive vice president, War- 
ner Bros. Records. 

Also, Bill Summers, vice president 
and general manager, WLOU- 
Louisville; Mark Blinoff, assistant 
program director, KMPC-Los Ange- 
les; Ralph Emery, WSM-Nashville. 
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STATION BREAKS: 
Jack Lescoulie inked a new long- 

term contract with Avco Broadcas- 
ting . . . WMIL-Milwaukee will be- 
come an affiliate of ABC News Net- 
work on Jan. 1. Station is currently 
with Mutual Radio Network ... Dick 
Henby has joined WWDC-Washing- 
ton, D. C. to do production work and 
host a weekend show; he was former- 
ly with WQMR-Silver Spring, Md. 

Latest addition to KHJ-AM, Holly- 
wood air staff is Jerry Butler, lately 
of WRKO-Boston. He'll hold down 
the nine to midnight slot . Jack 
Sellmeyer has been named chief engi- 
neer of WGAR and WNCR-FM, 
Cleveland . Jock Bob Foster has 
joined KFRC-San Francisco from 
KIMN-Denver. He'll take charge of 
the nine to midnight slot, while, at 
same station, Mike Phillips moves 
into the 3-6 p.m. period. 

Martin Perlich joins the staff of 
WNCR-FM, Cleveland and will host 
nightly show from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.. . 

. Congrats to KPIX-TV, San Francis- 
co, which copped seven of twelve 
awards given by San Francisco Press 
Club KDKA-Pittsburgh celebra- 
ting 50th birthday, by airing 50 of 
most memorable broadcasts of all 
time. 

Yurdin Joins ABC -FM 
As Production Dir. 

NEW YORK - Larry Yurdin, who 
conceived and executed the Alterna- 
tive Media Conference at Goddard 
College earlier this year, has joined 
the staff of ABC -FM. He will be re- 
sponsible for all production involving 
the ABC -FM Owned Group (seven 
stations: New York, Los Angeles, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Houston, 
Detroit, Pittsburgh). His area of ac- 
tivity will involve public service an- 
nouncements, commercials, promo's, 
presentation tapes, and other special 
programming projects. 

Additionally, special presentations 
will salute the fiftieth anniversary of 
commercial radio. Gavin's annual 
"Men of the Year" Awards, voted by 
radio and record executives, will be 
revealed during a banquet program 
on Friday evening, Nov. 20. 

A 40 -member advisory committee 
has developed this year's Conference. 

KNOCK ON WOOD - Dropping by 
the studios of WOR-FM, New York 
this week were A&M's The Carpen- 
ters, Karen and Richard. On hand to 
welcome the duo were Gail Sicilia, 
the station's music director and Se- 
bastian Stone, WOR program direc- 
tor. 

FORE Urges NATRA 

'Keep It Together' 
HOLLYWOOD - The Fraternity Of 
Recording Executives (FORE) has 
made public a letter from its interim 
chairman Aki Aleong to Lucky Cor- 
dell, executive secretary of NATRA, 
the National Association Of Televi- 
sion and Radio Announcers. In it the 
FORE executive "reiterates the im- 
pregnable bonds" between the orga- 
nizations and pledges support for 
NATRA, while calling attention to 
the fact that "we at FORE are con- 
cerned primarily with the record in- 
dustry, whereas NATRA's primary 
priority is in broadcasting." 

During the recent NATRA conven- 
tion, held in Houston, there were re- 
peated rumors of major disagree- 
ments between officers of the two 
organizations. During that meet, Ale- 
ong took office, succeeding Warren 
Lanier, who stepped down abruptly 
from the position of FORE pres- 
ident. 

In the letter, Aleong stresses the 
need to "keep it together before it's 
too late" and enumerates the various 
ways in which FORE plans to be of 
service to its members. 

EVERYTHING IS STILL BEAUTIFUL for Barnaby recording artist Ray 
Stevens who recently appeared at San Francisco's Fairmont Hotel. During his 
engagement there, Stevens was visited by a delegation from KLIF. Left to 
right, Michael O'Shea, KLIF program director and his wife; Stevens; Ken 
Dowe, station's operations mgr., and Mrs. Dowe; Norm Ziegler, regional di- 
rector of Columbia Records; Don Williams, Barnaby Records. 
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