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SESAC's 40th 
A Banner Year 
NEW YORK - 1971, in addition to 
marking SESAC's 40th anniversary, 
proved to be a "highly successful 
one" for the company, both from a 
national and an international stand- 
point, according to A. H. Prager, exec 
vp & managing director. During this 
period, scores of talented new writ- 
ers, artists and publishers signed with 
the licensing firm and helped produce 
a steady flow of SESAC copyrights 
on music charts both here and abroad. 
SESAC has more than 300 publisher 
affiliates. 

One of the highlights of the an- 
niversary year for SESAC was its 
announcement last July of the ap- 
pointment of W. Robert Thompson as 
exec director of its extensive Nash- 
ville operation. Thompson, who had 
previously been associated with 
SESAC as its director of public rela- 
tions, left in 1966 to form his own 
record company. Since his arrival on 
the Nashville scene this past summer, 
SESAC has garnered numerous new 
writers and publishers and has accel- 
erated its tremendous impact on this 
important segment of American mu- 
sic. 

During 1971, too, as further evi- 
dence of SESAC's recognized role of 
leadership in the music world, several 
if its exec were named to key posts in 
music organizations. W. F. Myers, its 
director of internationa relations who 
had served as president of the Gospel 
Music Association for three succes- 
sive terms, was elected to serve on 
that organization's board of direc- 
tors. In addition, its director of 
mechanical licensing, Eddie Morgan, 
was named secretary of the G.M.A. 
and Charles Scully, SESAC's director 
of information services, was elected a 
vice president of the Country Music 
Association. 

On the international music scene, 
SESAC continued its role as one of 
the world's foremost music licensing 
organizations. The company has al- 

(cont'd on page 148) 

FRONT COVER: 

Bell Records' David Cassidy has 
emerged from the myriad of new 
faces on television and on record as a 
phenomenal superstar. His first solo 
recording, "Cherish," has already 
gone over the million mark as has 
every recording he has made, as part 
of The Partridge Family. The Par- 
tridge Family's latest single, "It's 
One of Those Nights," is already a 
hit. Currently, Cassidy is finishing 
his first solo LP, which will be re- 
leased in Jan. and is preparing to 
record a new Partridge Family al- 
bum which will be issued the follow- 
ing month. In February, he will 
launch a concert tour of the major 
cities throughout the United States. 
He already holds attendance records 
in city after city where he has ap- 
peared. 
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'Day Of Song Again' Sparks ASCAP OK's Perf. 
C 

Operations At April -Blackwood Collaborations 
NEW YORK-"The day of the song 
is here again." Working on this prem- 
ise, Joel Diamond, who assumed the 
post of general professional manager 
of April -Blackwood Music last April, 
is gearing the operation toward ex- 
ploitation of the individual song, 
while still recognizing the influence of 
the artist/writer. 

Suggesting that the music publish- 
ing field is coming into a new era of 
the songwriter, Diamond says, "The 
song is starting once again to be the 
important thing, which means that 
the producer or singer/songwriter will 
not turn down what they consider to 
be a hit song. This has put the pub- 
lisher in a good position." 

To Diamond himself and his staff, 
this point of view means "hanging 

out and being where the producers 
and artists are, a situation similar to 
the publishing business of 20 years 
ago." Also, it's an opportunity, Dia- 
mond adds, to dig into the catalog, a 
process that recently gave an old 
April -Blackwood copyright, "Baby, 
I'm Yours," a big run on the country 
charts via a recording by Jodi Miller. 
Another oldie, "Marianne," the calyp- 
so hit of the 50's, is back again 
through a Casper recording by the 
Sunflower. 

Exec Talent Needed 

Diamond's optimism about the new 
turn of events in music publishing, 
however, is clouded by his contention 

(cont'd on page 14B) 

MCA Launches Radio Drive 
On Cosby Anti -Drug Album 
UNIVERSAL CITY - MCA has just 
cut radio spots promoting its recent 
UNI release, "Bill Cosby Talks to 
Kids About Drugs," and by the first 
week in Jan. will have mailed them 
out to a total of 7000 stations in kit 
form. Endorsed by the National 
Coordinating Council on Drug Educa- 
tion in Washington, D.C., the album 
is being offered to bona fide public 
service organizations for $1.75, allow- 
ing them to keep the difference (be- 
tween that suppliers' price and a sug- 
gested list of $4.94) for anti -drug 
programs at the local level. 

Included in the promo kit will be 
one 45 record containing six radio 
spots, another 45 offered as a sampler 
(containing two tracks from the LP, 
both songs by Cosby-"Captain Junk- 
ie" b/w "People Make Mistakes"), a 
memo outlining the ways and means 
to promote the album, a self -address 
order card, offering a free LP on any 
bulk order, and a covering letter from 
the National Council. These kits will 
be mailed to all NAB stations 
throughout the country. 

"Our purpose," said the album's 
producer Gil Rodin, "is to get the 
album into the home. We're aiming to 

get our message to the 4- to 12 -year - 
olds, and to their parents-the mes- 

(cont'd on page 14B) 

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION 
is granted MCA president Mike Mait- 
land (left) and producer Gil Rodin 
by Los Angeles Mayor Sam Yorty, 
acknowledging the label's contribu- 
tions to the National Council on Drug 
Education stemming from sales of 
the album, "Bill Cosby Talks to Kids 
About Drugs." 

David Sarnoff Dies At 80 
NEW YORK-David Sarnoff, who en- 
visioned the "radio music box" in 
1915 and television as a commercial 
possibility in 1923, died on Dec. 12 at 
the age of 80. 

Sarnoff's pioneering efforts in radio 
and TV were channeled through the 
Radio Corporation of America (now 
RCA Corp.), the company with which 
he was associated for more than 50 
years. He retired as chairman of the 
board and board member on Dec. 31, 
1969, although he held the title of 
honorary board chairman until his 

Bell's Best Xmas 
Sales Assisted By 
Partridge Bonanza 
NEW YORK-Bell Records is going 
through its best Christmas retail sales 
in history. 

Sparking the sales spree, reports 
Gordon Bossin, vp of album sales, 
are Partridge Family LP's, all four 
of which, including the new "Christ- 
mas Card" set, have sold over one 
million units. Total sales amount to 
51/z million, Bossin noted. 

With Partridge display material in 
retail outlets around the country, 
Bossin said that many of the larger 
retailers have declared Dec. as "Part-, 
ridge Family Month." 

death. 
The son of Russian immigrants, 

Sarnoff gained worldwide fame as the 
telegraph operator who received mes- 
sages from ships trying to rescue 
passengers on the ill-fated Titanic on 
April 14, 1912. Sarnoff left the Mar- 
coni Co. in 1919 to join RCA as com- 
mercial manager. Under his leader- 
ship, RCA has emerged as a vast con- 
glomerate and home entertainment 
manufacturer, including, of course, 
RCA Records, with annual sales of $3 
billion. 

RCA's National Broadcasting Corp. 
-with a concept of a network of 
radio stations-was established in 
1926. A decade leader, NBC had orga- 
nized the NBC Symphony Orchestra, 
led from 1937 to 1954 by Arturo Tos- 
canini. Numerous performances by 
Toscanini and the NBC were mar- 
keted by RCA Victor Records. More 
recently, the performances have been 
made available on RCA's economy - 
priced Victrola label. RCA had estab- 
lished the Victor Talking Machine Co. 
in 1929 and acquired the "His Mas- 
ter's Voice" and "Victrola" trade- 
marks the same year. 

Surviving Sarnoff are his widow, 
Lizette, three sons, Robert Sarnoff, 
chairman of RCA, Thomas, NBC staff 
exec vp on the west coast, and Ed- 
ward; two brothers and a sister and 
nine grandchildren. A funeral service 
was held last Wed. (15) at Temple 
Emanu-El in Manhattan. 

NEW YORK - The board of direc- 
tors of ASCAP, at a meeting last 
Tuesday (14), voted to allow its 
members to receive performance cred- 
it when collaborating on new com- 
positions with writers now affiliated 
with BMI. 

The move was made to augment 
ASCAP's recruiting program, which 
in recent months has brought into its 
ranks such writers as Ashford and 
Simpson, Black Sabbath, Chicago and 
Stevie Wonder. 

Phil Kahl To 
Big Seven As 
VP & GPM 
NEW YORK-Phil Kahl has become 
re -associated with Morris Levy as vp 
and general manager of Big Seven 
Music Corp. 

Kahl, whose career goes back to the 
early 50's when he served as profes- 
sional manager of such firms as Red 
Evans Music, Joy Music and Disney 
Music, left Disney to become a part- 
ner with Levy in Planetary Music and 
Patricia Music and one of the origi- 
nal stockholders of Roulette Records. 
After selling his interest in the firms, 
Kahl joined with his brother, Joe 
Kolsky, to form Diamond Records 
and, with Wes Farrell, two publish- 
ing units. Diamond was sold to Edwin 
H. Morris Music in 1968, with Kahl 
and Kolsky becoming associated with 
the new operation. Kolsky recently 
returned to Roulette Records as a vp. 

Tape Duplicators 
Win Latest Round 
SALT LAKE CITY-The most recent 
engagement in the continuing legal 
battle between "pirate" tape dupli- 
cators and record labels marked a 
victory for the duplicator in Federal 
court last week (15) . Chief Judge 
Willis Ritter issued an order declar- 
ing a law suit brought by tape re- 
tailers and wholesalers against RCA, 
ABC and Ampex to be a class action 
encompassing all retailers and dis- 
tributors throughout the United 
States. 

The court ordered notice to be given 
that the class action is being main- 
tained against the defendants, "de- 
claring the right of the class to legally 
acquire and sell duplicated musical 
magnetic tapes from manufacturing 
duplicators and enjoining the named 
defendants, their agents, and others 
in active concert therewith, from in- 
terfering with the normal operation 
and conduct of the business of the 
class, including but not limited to the 
threatening, instituting or prosecut- 
ing of legal actions in state courts 
under unfair competition or misap- 
propriation of property theories re- 
lating to the manufacturing, distrib- 
uting or selling of duplicated musical 
magnetic tapes on which tapes the 
manufacturers or distributors have 
complied with applicable Copyright 
Laws of the United States and said 
tapes are labeled in a manner dis- 
tinguished from the original recorder 
or manufacturer." 

Motions by the defendants to dis- 
miss the complaints on grounds of 
lack of jurisdiction over the subject 
matter and failure to state a claim 
upon which relief might be granted 
were "held in abeyance" until further 
order of the court. 

Cow Palace To Rock 
SAN FRANCISCO-Joy of Cooking 
and Cold Blood have been set to head- 
line a special New Year's Eve rock 
marathon booked into the Cow Palace 
by Family Affair Productions. 

The Cow Palace is rarely used as 
a concert site, but manager Lex Con- 
nelly has opened the vast hall for this 
date as a holiday attraction. Both of 
the headlining rock groups are based 
in the Bay Area. 
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