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THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY SHOPPING BAG- 
Bell 6072 

Actually it's a record. (But the shopping 
bag comes with it.) And it takes approximate- 
ly one listen to know that the tube's first fam- 
ily has done it again-concocted still another 
smooth blend of uptempo type tunes, season- 
ing it with a proven chart winner, "It's One 
Of Those Nights (Yes Love)," and their new- 
est single, "Am I Losing You." David Cassidy, 
who has recently blossomed into a formidable 
solo artist, shares the vocal honors with 
Shirley Jones as per usual. It all adds up to 
another sure fire winner for this ensemble. 

THE FOUR SIDES OF MELANIE-Buddah BDS 
95005 

A specially packaged, specially -priced best 
of Melanie's Buddah catalog. When assembled, 
the LP package forms a cube. When payed, 
it becomes a sphere of sound which quickly 
forms a bubble of contentment around the 
listener. Melanie is a superstar for all the 
right reasons and many of them can be ex- 
perienced listening to such favorites as "Can- 
dles In The Rain," "The Nickel Song" and 
"Ruby Tuesday." The "Candles In The Rain" 
here incidentally, is a heretofore unreleased 
eight -minute discourse with The Edwin Hawk- 
ins Singers. 

SPACE & FIRST TAKES - Lee Michaels - 
A&M 4336 

Lee Michaels' sixth LP finds him back at his 
versatile old stand rocking and rolling like a 

madman. Four songs, two of which are ex- 
tended pieces, make up this set. Michaels ex- 
cels on piano and guitar and contributes some 
searing vocals. When Lee really gets going over 
a long course, he's tough to beat so the title 
track (16 minutes worth of reeling) and "First 
Names" are standouts. But "Hold On To 
Freedom" should hold on to your brain too. 
Look for Lee to glide up the chart with his 
customary alacrity. 

GOIN' FOR MYSELF-Dennis Coffey-Sussex 
SXBS 7010 

"Goin' For Myself' is a pretty good title 
for this album by the man who is gradually 
working his way through the astrological signs 
and having hit records to boot. Coffey is an 
accomplished guitarist who can play soft or 
swinging and he shows his mettle over a 
course of nine songs, including his current 
single smash, "Taurus." "Never Can Say Good- 
bye," "It's Too Late," "Bridge Over Troubled 
Water" and "Ride Sally Ride" are among the 
highlights. 

BLACK MAGIC-Martha Reeves & The Vandel- 
Ias-Gordy G 958 L 

Since 1963 when their "Come And Get 
These Memories" brought them to the soul - 
front, the trio has consistently entranced and 
enhanced every bit of material they've touched. 
Their latest LP is testament enough, what with 
tunes like "Something," "Anyone Who Had A 
Heart" and "I Want You Back" making new 
and positive statements in their firm yet tender 
manner. Their recent chart item "Bless You" 
joins their current "In And Out Of My Life" 
for sales power present and future airplay of 
Ashford & Simpson's strong "Tear It Down" 
could easily give them their next smash sin- 
gle. Vandellful! 

SOMETHING/ANYTHING?-Todd Rundgren- 
Bearsville 2066 

The Runt is coming of age. Starting out in 
Philadelphia in 1966, Todd Rundgren has 
played his way through groups such as Woody's 
Truck Stop and Nazz as well as producing 
"Stage Fright" for the Band and "Straight 
Up" for Badfinger. His new double -LP set in- 
cludes three sides where he plays all instru- 
ments, wrote all the songs and produced the 
sessions. The fourth side features hordes of 
top studio musicians in a semi -impromptu set 
of tunes, in addition to two old cuts from 1966 
that trace Todd's roots. Todd, who considers 
himself the Renaissance Man of pop music 
and aspires to one day become President, has 
something for you, if you're looking for any- 
thing. Something very musical and hitbound: 
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LIVE CREAM, VOL. Il-Atco SD 7005 
Although they separated more than two 

years ago, Cream continues to trickle. Second 
installment of live tracks includes several of 
the most memorable songs made by this 
dynamic British trio. In addition to "White 
Room," "Tales Of Brave Ulysses" and "Sun- 
shine Of Your Love," there are four more 
sparklers-all infused with that special blend 
of frenzy and control which distinguished this 
group. Those who look back and fondly re- 
member will quickly add this set to their col- 
lections. 

MUSIC OF MY MIND-Stevie Wonder-Tamla 
T314L 

A major star while still in his early teens, 
Stevie Wonder has continued his own personal 
growing process and "Music Of My Mind" 
marks the most advanced step in that process. 
The artist provides virtually all of the instru- 
mental sounds, playing piano, drums, harmo- 
nica, organ clavichord, clavinet and arp and 
moog synthesisers, and, perhaps more im- 
portant, his compositions reflect his psycholo- 
gical and emotional maturing. Stevie has now 
reached the point where he must be considered 
a composer of the first order. "Happier Than 
The Morning Sun" and "Superwoman" are 
only two of his many sides. A vital and ex- 
pressive album from a man who used to be 
"Little" and now is very big indeed. 

ROADWORK-Edgar Winter's White Trash- 
Epic KEG 31249 

Once upon a time, and not so very long 
ago, Edgar Winter had to be identified as. 
Johnny's kid brother. But that was before he 
put together one of the cookingest bands go- 
ing, featuring Jerry LaCroix as co -vocalist and 
ex -McCoys guitar whiz Rick Derringer. Edgar 
is really coming into his own now and this 
double set, recorded live at the Apollo, the 
Academy and the Whisky, is the powderkeg 
which will rea;ly catapult him into the ranks 
of superstardom. While the whole album is a 
treat, side three-a long jam of "Tobacco 
Road" and "Rock And Roll Hoochie Koo," on 
which Johnny puts in a surprise appearance, 
are worthy of special mention. 

ONE HAND CLAPPING-Big Sur Festival-Co- 
lumbia KC 31138 

Smell the surf pounding against the moun- 
tains. Feel a closeness with a sea of human 
bodies that approaches without ever engender- 
ing claustrophobia. Natural settings yield nat- 
ural festivals yield naturally fine LPs. Joan 
Baez wafts across three of her own solos as 
well as harmonizing with Kristofferson and 
Mickey Newbury who also solo. Taj Mahal 
does his organic blues thing and Blood, Sweat 
& Tears outdo their studio version of "Lucretia 
MacEvil" and close the LP with joyous noise 
unto the world outside. 'Big Sur, big seller, 
big LP. 

TIMES HAVE CHANGED - Impressions - 
Curtom CRS 8012 

Curtis Mayfield has been gone from the 
singing ranks of the Impressions for some 
time now but his presence continues to be 
felt via his superb production work. Times 
may have changed but he continues to guide 
the group with a steady hand, providing them 
with some of his greatest compositions too. 
"Stop The War" (not to be confused with the 
Edwin Starr hit) gets things off to a fine start 
and the trio comes on strong for a treatment 
of Marvin Gaye's "Inner City Blues," plus half 
a dozen more. Fans of this sturdy and long- 
lived group will be quick to pick up on this 
outing. 

WE'VE GOT TO GET IT ON AGAIN-The Addrisi 
Brothers-Columbia KC 31296 

The songwriting team which has clicked a 
couple of times with "Never My Love" and 
which recently scored on the performing front 
with "We've Got To Get It On Again," offers 
an album which features both those songs 
and eight others. Some of Nashville's finest, 
among them Norbert Putnam and Kenny But - 
trey, are heard on accompaniment, and the 
Addrisi's themselves contribute some winning 
low-key vocals. This duo definitely has what 
it takes to be around for a long time. 
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