
International News Report 

TO MARK THE 10th ANNIVERSARY of "Top of the Pops" Gerry Oord, 
managing director of EMI Records presented a porcelain gramophone to 
Bill Cotton Jr., head of BBC TV Light Entertainment. 

Bovema Push For 
AMSTERDAM - Bovena, the firm 
who took over the MCA labels for the 
Benelux launched its first campaign 
for all labels belonging to MCA. A 
special film and show was produced to 
introduce MCA and its artists to the 
Dutch and Belgian trade and press 
people. 

First results are already above ex- 
pectations, with Cher's "Dark Lady" 
coming up a hit and "Jesus Christ 
Superstar" LP in the Top 5 on the 
charts. Manager Director, Roel Kruize 
said, it was not only important to 
push on MCA's well-known acts but 
found it essential to establish new 
artists in Europe. 

During Holland's most popular an- 
nual TV show "Grand Gala du 
Disque", Dobie Gray will be spot- 
lighted as one of those new talents. 
Under the slogan "MCA Superstars 
Really Got Their Hits Together", the 
first release included a special sam- 
pler compiled together with Radio 
Veronica, Hollands most popular ra- 
dio station, who will give ten spots a 
day on these MCA superstars. 

Label manager Frans van Rijswijk 
introduced new alums by: Lynyrd, 
Sonny & Cher "Live in Las Vegas", 

MCA In Belgium 
Wishbone Ash "Live Dates", Ameri- 
can Graffiti and The Original Blues 
Project. Merchandising items includ- 
ing posters, mobiles and a special 
plastic MCA bag introduced the cam- 
paign. 

White At `Gala' 
AMSTERDAM - Barry White of 
20th Century Records opened his first 
international tour with a special 
guest appearance at the Grand Gala 
du Disque Eurovision show here Feb. 
15, backed by the 42 members of his 
Love Unlimited Orchestra. 

White's current international suc- 
cess, "Love's Theme" and his "Never, 
Never Gonna Give You Up," were 
included in the show. 

After Amsterdam, White will open 
at the Rainbow Theatre in London 
February 16 and will do TV specials 
with the orchestra and his Love Un- 
limited Trio. 

Upon returning to the U.S. March 
9th, White et al will present a special 
concert at the Felt Forum in New 
York's Madison Square Garden that is 
already a sell-out. 

SONGWRITER/PRODUCER/ARTIST PETER ANDERS (seated) has just 
signed as exclusive producer to Motown UK production company, and he is 
seen here with Dave Valente (professional manager, Jobete/London) and 
Trevor Churchill (a&r director, Motown UK). 

Victor Japan: Good CD -4 Sales 
TOKYO - Victor Musical Industries 
Co., enjoyed good sales on "CD -4 
Record" at the end of 1973 and the 
beginning of 1974. Total sales for the 
period have tripled compared to the 
same period of the previous year and 
12 times compared to the same period 
of the year before last. The percent- 
age of Japanese music compared to 
Western was 40 to 60%. The main 
reason for sales gain according to the 
company, was the firm's ability to 

Aussies Give 

Country Awards 
SIDNEY, AUSTRALIA -The Aus- 
tralasian Country Music Awards cov- 
ering both New Zealand and Austra- 
lia were presented recently in the 
country music capital. 

Major award was sponsored by 
APRA, the Australian Performing 
Right Association. Best Country 
Composition was "The Goondiwindi 
Grey" by Queenslanders Brian Wal- 
lace and Neville Hauritz. Recorded by 
the Webb Brothers on ATA Records 
and by Tex Morton on Picture Rec- 
ords. Best Country Singe was "Heav- 
en Is My Woman's Love" sung by Col 
Joy on ATA Records and the Best 
Country Group: Hawking Brothers 
who also won the best Country In- 
strumental Award for "Yakkity Axe" 
from the Fable album "Country 
Gold." 

The Top Country Album was Slim 
Dustv's "Slim Dusty Live At Tam - 
worth" recording. The Best Female 
Vocal was Susan Prentiss of New 
Zealand and The Best Male Vocal was 
Reg Lindsay of Sydney. The awards 
were sponsored by Radio 2TM in 
Tamworth. 

Top Acts To 
Tour Australia 
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA - Aus- 
tralian music fans seem to be better 
off than their American counterparts 
when it comes to personal appear- 
ances by star attractions. 

In the midst of nation-wide concert 
dates are the Faces and Rod Stewart, 
Roy Orbinson, Johnny Mathis and 
David Cassidy. The latter part of this 
month Elton John will return for his 
second Aussie tour and follows Cas- 
sidy into the largest outdoor venues 
in the land. 

Also confirmed for Australia is 
Percy Faith and his Orchestra. Hopes 
are high at this time for a concert 
stint for Barbra Streisand and over- 
tures are out for a visit here by Elvis 
Presley. All this with the country still 
reeling from the spectacular Sunbury 
Music Festival over the Australia Day 
weekend. 

Muller- Blattau 
Quits Chappell 
HAMBURG, GERMANY - Dr. 
Michael Muller -Blattau and Chappell 
& Co., Ltd., London will part amica- 
bly upon the expiration of his five 
year contract as manager of Chappel 
& Co. GmbH, Hamburg. A trained 
lawyer, Blattau intends to establish 
himself as a consultant in the copy- 
right field. 

absorb the younger -generation as cus- 
tomers since last autumn. The compa- 
ny is expected to make more efforts 
to sell "CD -4 Record." 

Toshiba -EMI 

Finances Up 
TOKYO - Toshiba EMI Co., held its 
branch managers conference (to ex- 
amine sales -result of this term and to 
formulate for the policy of next term 
on) Jan. 22, 23, 1974 at the head - 
office in Tokyo. 

The sales for this term (Oct. 1, 1973 
to Mar. 30, 1974) has been projected 
to reach 8,500,000,000 yen J28,333,- 
333), 25% more than the target of 
8,200,000,000 yen and 1% more than 
the previous term. Disks outsold tapes 
58 to 15% and Western -music outsold 
Japanese 6 to 4%. 

The sales -target for the next term 
(Apr. 1 to Sept. 3, 1974) will be 
settled in the same way as this term. 
However the decrease of profits is 
inevitable due to the increase of raw - 
materials. The company is putting 
into operation the following: 1) re- 
duction of "return -goods", 2) increase 
the percentage of Japanese -music. 
The company suggested that the price 
of its singles will be re-examined in 
the near future. 

Chrysalis Acts 
Cut In London 
LONDON - Recording studios are 
busy with such top groups as Jethro 
Tull, Procol Hamm and Steeleye 
Span, all on Chrysalis Records, 
despite a shortened work week. 

Procol Hamm is working on their 
next studio album at AIR London, 
while Tull has been toiling at both 
Morgan and Manor studios. Manor 
used its mobile unit to record 
Steeleye Span for a BBC -TV spe- 
cial. 

Tull group is preparing material 
for two albums-one a soundtrack 
from an upcoming motion picture 
called "War Child," the other a studio 
LP. The fourth Steeleye Span album 
is to be released by Chrysalis short- 
ly. 

Peer/Southern, 
Gold Hill Pact 
NEW YORK - Ken Weiss and Mal- 
colm Jones, directors of Gold Hill 
Music, Inc. and Ralph Peer II, vp of 
Peer -Southern Organization, have an- 
nounced that an agreement has been 
entered into for Peer Southern Orga- 
nization to represent the Gold Hill 
catalog in South America, Central 
America, and Mexico. The Gold Hill 
catalogue includes, among other im- 
portant writers, the works of Stephen 
Stills, Chris Hillman, Joe Lala, Dallas 
Taylor, Buddy Zoloth, Kenny Pas- 
sarelli, and Doug Phillips. 

Agreement was negotiated for Gold 
Hill by Ken Weiss and Malcolm 
Jones, and for PSO by Denny Diante 
and Mario Conti. 

Some of the important copyrights 
that will be included in the catalogue 
are: "Suite Judy Blue Eyes," "Help- 
lessly Hoping," "Carry On", "Love 
The One You're With," "Sit Yourself 
Down" and "Change Partners." 
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