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pop picks 
SLOW FLUX - Steppenwolf - Producer: Step- 
penwolf - Mums PZ 33093 

Highlighted by the group's new single, 
"Straight Shootin' Woman," Steppenwolf's brand 
new album and new label come off like a match 
made in heaven. John Kay remains as the writing 
catalyst and lead vocalist for the band whose 
material here is every bit as strong as it was in 
the "Born To Be Wild" days. Kay's lyrics have 
become more sophisticated and mature, and the 
music complements them very well. Particularly 
effective are the cuts "Gang War Blues," 
"Jeraboah," "Fishin' In The Dark" and "A Fool's 
Fantasy." It's good to have Steppenwolf back. 

CASSIDY LIVE! - David Cassidy - Bell 1312 
Recorded live in Great Britain, this LP is 

positive testimony to the fact that the silver 
throated TV and recording star has what it takes 
to get down and make it in concert. Choosing a 
variety of material, Cassidy weaves in and out of 
a number of styles flawlessly. Included on the 
album are "Breaking Up Is Hard To Do," "Delta 
Lady," "Please Please Me," "Daydreamer," "How 
Can I Be Sure," "For What It's Worth," "C. C. 
Rider Blues/Jenny Jenny" and "It's Preying On 
My Mind." A sure shot LP if we ever heard one. 

THE MIGHTY MIGHTY DELLS - The Dells - 
Producer: Don Davis - Cadet CA 60030 

The title is indeed appropriate and the 
fabulous quintet with an international reputation 
for soulful excellence has made another superb 
album nighlighted by such cuts as "Bring Back 
The Love Of Yesterday," "If You Really Love 
Your Girl (Show Her)," "Learning To Love You 
Was Easy" and a great version of "The Way We 
Were." Impeccable harmonies are resplendent 
throughout the entire package and the bright 
quality of the various arrangements lends even 
more strength to an already super record. 

MERL SAUNDERS - Merl Saunders - 
Producers : M. Saunders, D. Axelrod - Fantasy 
F-9460 

The bay area legend who teamed so fan- 
tastically with Jerry Garcia of the Grateful Dead 
not long ago is back with his own LP, one that 
finds him playing a variety of instruments from 
clavinet to drums and performing some of the 
tastiest material we've heard in a long while. Par- 
ticularly enjoyable are "Aunt Monk," 
"Righteousness," "Bolinas Brown," "When I Die" 
and "Wondering Why." Merl's version of Johnnie 
Taylor's "It's Cheaper To Keep Her" is a gem and 
the arrangement a delight to behold. 

newcomer picks 
HOLLYWOOD SITUATION - Hudson Brothers - 
Producers: Hudson Bros. Productions - 
Casablanca NB 9008 

With a fine single in "So You Are A Star" and 
an impressive TV show to support their climb to 
the top, the Hudson Brothers have put their col- 
lective talents together in an impressive display 
of pop potential. This LP, their first for Neil 
Bogart's Casablanca label, is a sure fire hit in the 
teen market with unlimited opportunity for a 
cross -the -board sales strength. Particularly en- 
joyable here are the tracks "Three Of Us," 
"Coochie Coochie Coo," "Song For Stephanie" 
and the amusing title track. 

TASTY - Good Rats - Producer: Stephan 
Gallas - Warner Bros. BS 2813 

One of the most amazing sound-alikes we've 
ever heard occurs the moment Good Rats' lead 
vocalist Peppi Marchello sings his first note. He 
sounds almost exactly like Burton Cummings of 
the Guess Who in several places which is an as- 
set when you consider the Canadian group has 
sold millions of records. That similarity aside, 
Good Rats is an excellent band, innovative, tight, 
well produced and in total command of every 
facility at its disposal. We like the title track a lot 
as well as "Fireball Express," "Back To My 
Music" and "Injun Joe." 

PEACE ON YOU - Roger McGuinn - Producers: 
Bill & Suzanne Halverson - Columbia KC 32956 

Highlighted by the fabulous title track, the new 
Roger McGuinn LP holds a great deal of hope for 
all fans of the Byrds who'd still dig an occasional 
tune reminiscent of their glory days. The LP is an 
ingenious collection of country rockers laid 
down as only a Roger McGuinn can and each has 
a special magic about it. Particularly enjoyable 
about this disk are the tracks "Going To The 
Country," "Do What You Want To," "Please Not 
One More Time" and "Same Old Sound," but 
each will have his or her own fave. A great effort 
by Roger. 

HERGEST RIDGE - Mike Oldfield - Producer: 
Mike Oldfield - Virgin VR 13-109 

How do you follow a number one album? Ask 
Mike Oldfield, the multi -faceted genius whose 
success with his debut outing, "Tubular Bells" 
took off as fast as the film "The Exorcist" which 
used portions of that music for its theme. Mike's 
latest, "Hergest Ridge" is another demonstration 
of his versatility and departs from traditional form 
in that the entire LP is to be played as a whole 
with no individual songs, just free flowing moods 
and textures marking Mike's musical paths. 

ANDY KIM - Andy Kim - Producer: Andy Kim - 
Capitol ST -11318 

Highlighted by his current hit single, "Rock Me 
Gently," Andy Kim's new Capitol LP is a top 
notch job from start to finish. Andy wrote all the 
selections on this disk and each reflects a dif- 
ferent aspect of his perception and musical 
background, from "Good Good Mornin' " and 
"You Are My Everything" to "Hang Up Those 
Rock 'n' Roll Shoes" and "And I Will Sing You To 
Sleep." A self-contained package offering a 
variety of magnetic and appealing songs, this LP 
will grab you and stick with you for some time. 

SOUTHPAW - Michael Wendroff - Producers: 
Lewis Merenstein, Ralph Moss - Buddah BDS 
5609 

If you thought Mike's first LP was out of sight, 
wait till you get a load of this one. A fine writer as 
well as capable vocalist, guitar and harp player, 
Mike has proven he has what it takes to work his 
way into the public consciousness with his inven- 
tive approach to music. Particularly effective 
songs on this record are "Take My Love With 
You," "Here We Are," "Only A Fool Foold With 
Love," and the great title track. Arrangements 
are tight and to the point and the dynamics lend 
themselves perfectly to Mike's unique style. 
Look for this effort to do very well. 

BOB NEUWIRTH - Bob Neuwirth - Producer: 
Thomas Jefferson Kaye - Asylum 7E-1008 

Bob Neuwirth is a gentleman who has stayed 
behind the scenes for quite a while, but the 
material and supporting cast on his new Asylum 
LP are indicative of the weight he actually carries 
in the music world. The man who has col- 
laborated with Janis Joplin ("Mercedes Benz" is 
on this LP) and Kris Kristofferson ("Rock & Roll 
Time" is also here) demonstrates that he's more 
than just an innovative lyricist and fine 
musician-he's an amazing catalyst. The list of 
heavies playing and singing with Bob here runs 
from Don Everly to Cory Wells of Three Dog 
Night and the entire package comes off as one of 
the year's best. 

BLOOD ON THE SNOW - Coven - Producer: 
Shel Talmy - Buddah BDS 5614 

With the power of an unbreakable spell, Coven 
will pull you into its new Buddah album leaving 
you breathless after the listening experience is 
over. The group is a very popular performing 
group what with the costumes and imagery it 
uses and has also proven itself to be a consis- 
tently good band on record. Staying with the 
mood or theme they've created throughout the 
package, the members of Coven are at their best 
performing "Easy Evil," "Hide Your Daughters," 
"I Need A Hundred Of You" and the stunning 
title track. 
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