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picks of the week 
ELTON JOHN (MCA 40297) 
The Bitch Is Back (3:42) (Big Pig/Leeds, ASCAP- E. John, B. Taupin) 

Stations deciding to pass here due to the blatant nature of the title will be missing 
out on the best rock and roll record to see the light of release in years. Elton and the 
band are in rare form here and prove that rock comes as easily as the ballads do. 
There will be natural comparisons to "Saturday Night's Alright For Fighting," but this 
one's better. The hooks are incredible, the vocals are intense and the playing is right 
there. Don't miss this disk. It's like the title states. Flip: Cold Highway (3:25) (Credits 
Same As Above). 

BACHMAN-TURNER OVERDRIVE (Mercury 73622) 
You Ain't Seen Nothin' Yet (3:29) (Ranbach/Top Soil, BMI - R. Bachman) 

The title sure says it all here. It seems that BTO just keeps getting better with each 
release as they quickly become the supergroup Cash Box predicted them to be last 
year. This simply super rocker with a perfect hook is a rock experience that is not to 
be missed. Randy Bachman handles the vocals here and that, combined with the best 
playing the group has ever come across with, definitely makes for one of the best 
rockers of the year, and a definite Top 5 record. Rock is rising all over again thanks to 
the talents of this truly great group. Flip: Free Wheelin' (3:44) (Ranbach/Top Soil, 
BMI - B. Thornton). 

THREE DOG NIGHT (Dunhill 15013) 
Play Something Sweet (Brickyard Blues) (3:32) (Warner - Tamerlane/Marsaint, BMI 
-A. Toussaint) 

Top flight rocker with a couple of super hooks and a simply incredible lead vocal 
makes for Three Dog's next Top 10 single, and that's a certainty here. Musically the 
group has matured and come full circle in creating an almost perfect blend of voice 
and music. The title fits perfectly as the group is definitely into a mellower bag and 
one that should increase their already incredible number of fans considerably. Flip: 
I'd Be So Happy (4:47) (C.A.M.-U.S.A., BMI - S. Prokop). 

STEELY DAN (ABC 12033) 
Pretzel Logic (3:59) (American Broadcasting, ASCAP-W. Becker, D. Fagen) 

This super group's follow up to the popular "Rikki Don't Lose That Number" is 
another laid back excursion (title track of their latest LP) that should get them back 
into the Top 10 in no time. The accent here is on a funkier jazzy melody than "Rikki" 
and fans of the group will go all out. Steely Dan is fast becoming one of the most 
respected groups recording today. This track proves the group is well worthy of that 
respect. Flip: No info. available. 

THE SPINNERS (Atlantic 3206) 
Love Don't Love Nobody - Part 1 (3:33) (Mighty Three, BMI - C. Simmons, J. Jeffer- 
son) 

The mighty Spinners are doing it again and you'll be hearing this one a ton in the 
future. Some lovely piano work starts this one off and leads into a tender beautiful 
ballad that is as lyrical as it is musical, in making for an unusual Spinners trip that is 
well worth the listen. There's no going out on a limb to predict this one going Top 5. 
The tune is that good. A definite crossover item that's going to open new doors for 
this group. A total abundance of love has gone into the creation of this track, and 
that's obvious. Flip: No info. available. 

THE DeFRANCO FAMILY featuring TONY DeFRANCO (20th Century 2128) 
Write Me A Letter (3:06) (Fox Fanfare/Cakewalk, BMI - T. Martin, W. Meskell) 

Tony and the DeFranco's deliver another powerful pop rocker certain to attract a 
ton of attention from the pop marketplace. A steady rocker with a couple of strong 
hooks, this comer, culled from the group's "Save The Last Dance For Me" LP, offers 
every positive a pop rocker can offer. The feel is '50's/'60's/'70's and the group is 
definitely up for the occasion. Stations are already flocking to this disk, and no won- 
der. It's another DeFranco smash. Flip: No info. available. 

THE BEACH BOYS (Brother/Reprise 1310) 
I Can Hear Music (2:38) (Trio, BMI - J. Barry, E. Greenwich, P. Spector) 

And one listen will have you hearing true genius as well. This classic Jeff Barry - 
Ellie Greenwich -Phil Spector tune, now officially rereleased by the B.B.'s, is a totally 
incredible disk in terms of harmony and overall performance and certainly one of the 
best the group has ever laid down. No way this will miss scoring points all over again. 
Proof positive that when the Beach Boys get to work, the magic is most definitely in 
the music. Hear it! Flip: No info. available. 

DAVID CASSIDY (Bell 605) 
Please Please Me (1:57) (Dick James, BMI - J. Lennon, P. McCartney) 

A Beatles classic, rerecorded by David is letter perfect contemporary style, culled 
from his latest "Live" LP, will be a stone smash all over again. Every element of high 
rock is in evidence (including the amazing crowd reactions) as international superstar 
David proves he's finally ready to crack American audiences. No Partridge referen- 
ces here. A new direction for David that's certain to score big points stateside. A real 
pleaser. Flip: No info. available. 

AL WILSON (Rocky Road 30-200) (3:24) 
O. C. SMITH (Columbia 4-45863) (3:27) 
La La Peace Song (Bushka, ASCAP - J. Bristol, L. Martin) 

O. C. came first with this one some time ago and has been generating strong local 
disc action with the tune. Now we've got a cover situation with the release of the ver- 
sion by Al Wilson. Both are strong rockers (definitely dance items) with powerful per- 
formances by two veteran singers, and both have equal potential as to chart standing. 
Take your choice. Both are right on and ready to take the nation by storm. 

LIGHTHOUSE (Polydor 14246) 
Good Day (3:45) (C.A.M.-U.S.A., BMI - R. Cole) 

The first single, and title track, of this top flight group's latest LP is this certain win- 
ner in powerful jazz -rocking form. It's always a good day when this group releases 
new product, but the case here is something special. This single is a logical progres- 
sion of all the group has done over the past few years and is a beauty. It's obvious the 
group has matured, one spin here proves that fact. An exciting Lighthouse trip that 
should score points in the coming weeks. Flip: No info. available. 

B. B. KING (ABC 12029) 
Philadelphia (3:22) (American Broadcasting/DaAnn, ASCAP - D. Crawford) 

All those things people have put Philadelphia on about in the past may finally be 
laid to rest as B.B., the king of the blues puts forth a tight, rhythm filled tribute to the 
town in his own inimitable bluesy way. The rocking nature of this guitar filled track 
may even find some disco action in the near future. An instrumental of reknown that 
should keep B.B. on both pop and soul charts. Flip: Up At 5 AM (3:15) (Credits Same 
As Above). 

GLORIA GAYNOR (MGM 14748) 
Never Can Say Goodbye (2:55) (Jobete, ASCAP - C. Davis) 

Already a standard as recorded by the Jackson 5 and Isaac Hayes, this classic 
pop/r&b tune gets a simply fantastic reworking by Gloria that will open new doors and 
many ears for the artist. The perfect disco rocker, this totally infectious hard driver, 
spiced by an additional taste of funk, will be attractive to both pop and r&b markets. 
Say hello to Gloria, a talent of the first degree, and to this incredible track, the one 
that's going to establish her. Flip: No info. available. 

GARLAND GREEN (Spring 151) 
Let The Good Times Roll (3:08) (Gaucho/Belinda/Lecan, BMI - A. Smith, P. Boyd) 

This one brings back memories (yet it is not to be confused with the "Let The Good 
Times Roll" made famous by Shirley & Lee) of the good old '60's and those pop/r&b 
rockers that used to pop up out of nowhere yet always become successful. Steady 
rocking here, with vocals reminiscent of Clarence Carter, this super disk should be 
Garland's first major crossover item and the true beginning of a strong career. 
Definitely good times here and a potential super smash. Flip: No info. available. 

WEDNESDAY (Sussex 623) 
Roses Are Red My Love (2:36) (United Artists, ASCAP - A. Byron, P. Evans) 

This early '60's smash by Bobby Vinton returns with a super arrangement by this 
fine group, known for their tight covers of classic oldies, and looks to be a smash all 
over again. This reading seems contemporary enough to score with a new 
generation, yet retains that original tender nature to keep a strong feel to the tune. 
The arrangement is more musical with a fuller production in making for a pleasant 
couple of minutes most stations will find to be a strong phone item. Flip: Ride (2:30) 
(Skyline North/Midweek, CAPAC - M. O'Neil, P. A. Smith). 

ORPHAN (London 210) 
I've Been Working (3:26) (WB/Caledonia Soul, ASCAP - V. Morrison) 

This departure from their usual country -rock fare looks to be the first major chart 
item for this vastly talented Boston -based band of rockers. What has been done here 
is a letter perfect reworking of this great Van Morrison tune, complete with a driving 
horn section and hard driving vocals that are definitely equal to the task. Whatever 
experience you've had with this group before is all in the past. This is a new begin- 
ning, and one that is to be taken very seriously. Chart action is on the way here. Flip: 
No info. available. 

newcomer picks 
ARROWS (Private Stock 001) 
Touch Too Much (2:58) (Chinnichap/RAK, ASCAP - N. Chinn, M. Chapman) 

British super writers Chinn -Chapman have come up with another winner this time 
for this new group, debuting both themselves and a new label. A hard rocker in the 
new tradition, this one is a total powerhouse that will easily establish these rockers to 
the vast market. The highly sensual nature of the performance aids in overall effect, 
too. Watch this one happen in a big way. By no means, too much, this one is just right. 
Flip: No info. available. 

THE RHODES KIDS (GRC 2033) 
Voo-Doo Magic (2:50) (Group Two, ASCAP - B. Richards, H. Bloch, B. Bloch) 

The Osmonds, Jackson 5 and the DeFranco Family move over and make room for 
this new family of pop rockers, certainly ready to make a dent on the hearts and minds 
of kids of all ages, all over the world. This debut disk, a dynamite rocker, "Dancing 
Machine" -like driver, will undoubtedly establish these kids to the vast audience. One 
spin proves their talents as a recording entity. The future looks bright for the Rhodes 
Kids, and it's talent that's going to do it, not magic. Watch out! Flip: No info. available. 

SYREETA (Motown 1317F) 
I'm Goin' Left (3:18) Stein & Van Stock/Black Bull, ASCAP-S. Wonder, S. Wright) 

This lovely lady has got her act together with the help of one Stevie Wonder, and 
this tune, culled from her exciting debut collection, is the perfect way to get her 
singles career off the ground. Musically, that well known Stevie Wonder -funk is in 
abundance, but the real joy here is the lady's vocal that is incomparable, and one that 
will make her a ton of fans very shortly. This is one lady that is "Wright -on," and goin' 
straight - to the top. Flip: No info. available. 

ANACOSTIA (Columbia 3-10017) 
Too Busy Thinking About My Baby (3:10) (Stone Agate, BMI - N. Whitfield, J. Brad- 
ford, B. Strong) 

A new group with incredible drive and funk covers this super tune, originally top of 
the pops by Marvin Gaye, with finesse and charm unequaled among other current 
pop/r&b crossover type releases. The new arrangement is fresh and stimulating, but 
the original feel is still right on, all in making for a totally entertaining musical trip. Van 
McCoy produced and the man has worked wonders with both the song and group. 
Stations are going to be busy with this one. Flip: No info. available. 

DYNAMIC SUPERIORS (Motown 1324F) 
Shoe Shoe Shine (3:25) (Nick -O -Val, ASCAP- N. Ashford, V. Simpson) 

Nick Ashford and Valerie Simpson wrote this gem and the simply beautiful perform- 
ance, a la Stylistics, by this aptly named group is up for the occasion. Lyrically, this 
tune is one of the best in recent memory, but the real trip here is in the performance, 
a letter perfect ballad rendition. This is a definite pop and r&b smash, and probably 
the beginning of a super career for these super vocalists. Flip: No info. available. 
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