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POINTS WEST - Now that Richard Delvy has departed Rocky Road Records, it is 
rumored that the company will go into cold storage. Reports are that negotiations 
with Clive Davis have been completed and Al Wilson will now be released under the 
Arista logo. Other Rocky Road acts will either be let out of their contracts or released 
through Rocky Road Productions on other labels. At any rate, arrangements have 
been completed for Vini Poncia to produce the next Al Wilson LP, and that should be 
interesting. 

Bobby Keyes will reportedly cut a single for Ringo Starr's new Ring O label ... New 
RCA artist, Wings Livinryte is the father of an 81/2 pound baby boy which he delivered 
himself, Mar. 22 at the family spread in Santa Barbara. Congratulations, Doc. 

Troubador's John Desco is still talking about Bobby Blue Bland's last night at the 
club, two weeks ago. Seems that a number of area heavies were scheduled to drop in 
to jam with Blue Bland but when the news of T -Bone Walker's deathed reach Bland, 
he dedicated the night to his late friend. There was no jam, but there were celebs. But 
what really made it memorable was that it turned into a sort of memorial service for T - 
Bone. Among those present were Freda Payne, David Bowie, Ronnie Woods, Bobby 
Keyes, Jesse Ed Davis, Claudia Linnear, and Robin Trower ... Speaking of the Troub, 
the club's ace stage manager, Roger "Noot" Fielding, after passing his trial period, has 
consented to stay. 

The Lettermen have been set to headline the Flamingo in Las Vegas for three 
weeks commencing Apr. 10 ... Lori Lieberman's fourth LP, set by Capitol for release 
at the end of Apr., will be simply called "The Fourth Album." ... Charles Fox has com- 
posed the music for Paramount's "The Hephaestus Plague," recording the entire 
score in his studio in his home. 

Wally Heider's in San Francisco has been busy lately. John Fogerty was in doing 
basic tracks, with David Coffin at the board; Ronnie Montrose was in as well; Jon Hen- 
dricks is still there working on his LP for Arista, with Ken Hopkins producing and Jeff 
Husband engineering; Jefferson Starship doing overdubs on their new LP. 

Sound City's lovely studio manager, Linda DuBois, called to let us know that among 
those recording there recently were War, Jerry Riopelle, Lala Shifrin, Telly Savales, 
Fleetwood Mac, Johnny Nash, and Hodges, James & Smith. 

Rod Stewart and the Faces' manager, Billy Gaff reports that total gross for the 
group's recent tour was around $1.5 million ... Jackie de Shannon, Roger McGuinn, 
and Wolf man Jack, all in recording for upcoming individual Columbia efforts. 

This week's "I Always Knew You Were A Star" award goes to old Nashville 'patnah' 
Will Jennings who is featured in the latest issue of A&M Compendium. 

Get well wishes to west coast Cash Box editor David Budge, recovering from ap- 
pendicitis. 

MGM-Polydor chief, Jimmy Bowen will reportedly reactivate the Verve label, prob- 
ably this summer ... R. Dean Taylor is planning a U.K. tour according to Lou West of 
Solid Management. Taylor has a U.K. release via Polydor titled "L.A. Sunset." 
WINDY CITY NEWS from our Chicago Bureau topper, Camille Compasio: It's been a 
very active two weeks for parties in this area, commencing with the big bash CBS 
Records hosted on stage at the Civic Opera House following the Labelle concert; 
followed a few days later by a "Thank You Chicago Media" reception at the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, hosted by Styx in acknowledgement of the city's significant contribu- 
tion to "Lady's" success; and later that week WMAQ held a brunch at the Marriott to 
elaborate on its recent conversion to a country format. To cap it all, Lieberman En- 
terprises sponsored a week-long "Soul Explosion" sale at the Carson Pirie Scott & Co. 
State St. store with numerous soul artists making personal appearances and perform- 
ing daily throughout the run of the sale ... The Hues Corporation will be appearing at 
Mister Kelly's through Mar. 29. Club recently introduced a special Sunday feature 
called "Talent Showcase" for the benefit of local hopefuls pursuing show business 
careers ... Styx manager Vince DePaul and his wife, Paulette, became the proud 
parents of a baby girl, born Feb. 25. The little "lady" is called Tiffany Star ... Ovation 
Records has a new Bonnie Koloc single in release titled "Guilty Of Rock And Roll" .. . 

The local Phonodisc branch has a new address - 4825 N. Scott in Schiller Park .. . 

VJD Associates, firm which manages Styx, is grooming a new local group called Fawn 
... And speaking of new local groups, 21st Century have an extremely successful r&b 
record here called"Remember The Rain" which manager Reggie Sykes said is begin- 
ning to break out nationally. 

United Artists group Man will perform a special "Welcome To Spring" concert at 
Los Angeles' Pilgrimage Theatre on Sun. Apr. 6. Ace U.A. publicist Alan Levy informs 
us that the open-air concert date will feature an assortment of delights, including 
clowns, magicians, jugglers, balloons, and special events to be announced at the 
venue. Man, Welsh rock group whose current LP "Slow Motion" is grabbing hot 
airplay features Deke Leonard and Micky Jones on guitars, Terry Williams on drums, 
and Martin Ace on bass. Also appearing on the bill will be MCA recording artists 
Richard Torrance and Eureka. 

Curtis Mayfield will do string and horn arrangements for several tracks of the new 
Doobie Brothers LP, "Stampede," according to producer Ted Templeman ... Billy 
Preston will host "The Midnight Special" Apr. 25 following a co -host appearance by 
the Charlie Daniels' Band, Apr. 11 ... Gladys Knight & The Pips return to Las Vegas' 
Hilton Apr. 13 -May 5 ... The Blackbyrds (Fantasy) had a benefit at Howard University 
in the nation's capitol, Mar. 23. Proceeds went to the Paul E. Miller student loan fund. 
Group's Donald Byrd is a graduate of Howard's Law School. 

Columbia's head of quadraphonic a&r, Al Lawrence, is writing potential hit songs in 
his spare time and on weekends 

Songwriter Lamont Dozier has been set for his film music debut by producers 
Martin Rackin and John Michael Hayes to compose and conduct the score for an up- 
coming "Movie of the Week" titled "Nevada Smith," starring Lome Greene ... Aretha 
Franklin received an honorary Doctorate of Law degree from Bethune Cookman 
College in Daytona, Fla. recently. 

Ran into Bill Traut, president of Wooden Nickel Records, who was in town recently 
producing an LP on Lovecraft for Mercury. Seems Traut's contract makes provisions 
for him to do 'outside' work. Talking about contracts, Traut said that Wooden Nickel is 
presently in its last year under the present distribution contract with RCA. 

Caught the Troubador opening last week of Bill House and Kokomo, and was pro- 
mptly bombarded by Grelun Landon and a year's supply of Bill House "Give Me A 
Break" buttons. Judging from his good, commercial set, he should get one. Kokomo 
boogied through a fine set, capping a very enjoyable show. 

Reggie Dwight played piano for Patty Labell and the Bluebells some years ago. 
Times and names change as Patty and her group now go under the name Labell and 
Reggie Dwight, Elton John. 

bed bogash 

EAST COASTINGS - An original illustration of Telly Savalas (pictured here) was 
shown at a private exhibition as MCA Records' office last week when it was banned 
from the Foote Cone Gallery where the work of artist Carole Jean is currently on dis- 
play. The gallery considered her rendering of Savalas (with lollipop) as "The Modern 
David" lewd, so MCA agreed to be the protectorates of the work until they can pre- 
sent it to Telly upon his return from Europe. 

From left to right - Carol Ross, MCA publicity; (center) Mr. Savalas; (seated) Carole 
Jean, artist; and Janice Azrak. MCA publicity. 

BITS & PIECES:Word has reached us that John Wetton will replace Gary Thain in 
Uriah Heep by the time the group embarks on their next tour. The bass player was 
most recently seen with Roxy Music after having spent three years with Family and 
King Crimson.... Kris Nicholson reports that Hudson and Ford, currently in the 
studios recording their third album, have fired their entire band with the exception of 
their drummer. ... Lou Reed, who has just had the second part of his Academy Of 
Music LP released, is planning to follow it up with a double album of electronic music 
entitled, "Metal Music Machine." According to a recent interview, he is also recording 
another studio album which will be called "Coney Island Baby." ... ZZ Top's fourth 
album for London, "Fandango," will be released in a couple of weeks. It features one 
side of material recorded live in concert. The group's guitarist, Billy Gibbons, was re- 
cently awarded a $3,000"Explorer" model guitar by the Gibson Company. 

LIVE AT CB: The offices were abuzz with musicians last Monday when in the course 
of 45 minutes, we were greeted by Supertramp, Kiss, and Status Quo. Supertramp is 
about to embark on their first American tour, headlining every date. Their album, 
"Crime Of The Century" is beginning to generate much FM airplay now, even though 
it was released last year.... The members of Kiss, in full makeup and leather regalia 
ran head on into Status Quo, who are planning to spend the better part of the year on 
tour in the U.S. It will be their first extensive visit to the country for the group whose 
history spans a decade. 

PARTY NEWS: The McCartneys threw a gala reception aboard the Queen Mary last 
week in Long Beach to celebrate the completion of their next album which will pro- 
bably be entitled, "Venus And Mars Are Alright Tonight." The guest list included peo- 
ple like Cher, David Cassidy, Chicago, Tony Curtis, Bob and Sarah Dylan, Marvin 
Gaye, George Harrison, the Faces, Carole King, Dean Martin, John Mayall, Joni 
Mitchell, Dave Mason, Richard Perry, Helen Reddy, Linda Ronstadt, and Rudy Vallee. 
What a crew! Allen Toussaint, Ernie K. Doe, Bernie Spellman, and the Meterswere 
flown in from New Orleans to provide the entertainment. ... David Cassidy, before 
the party, managed to finish the sessions for his first LP for RCA. Singing along at the 
sessions were Richie Furay, Carl Wilson, and members of America.... Billy Preston 
just finished the taping of the Midnight Special which will air in May. Billy's "pickup" 
group for the taping included Jeff Beck, Buddy Miles, Willy Weeks, and Max Mid- 
dleton. Numbers taped included several Preston hits and a couple of Beck guitar 
pieces. There is speculation that the group will record an album together and may un- 
dertake a tour. In the meantime, the John,McLaughlin/Jeff Beck tour dates have been 
confirmed. It is interesting to note that each group will alternate for the headline posi- 
tion Jimmy lenner, currently producing the next Blood, Sweat and Tears album 
in New York, was in attendance at the group's Metropolitan Opera House concert. 
Eric Carmen of the Raspberries was also on hand after having contributed to one of 
the recording sessions.... People have been asking about Garland Jeffreys after his 
widely overlooked Atlantic LP. Well, the singer/songwriter has signed a contract with 
Arista, and is presently recording his first album for the label. It's being produced by 
Frank Fioravanti and John Davis. ... The Faces, who just finished a successful 
American tour, recorded most of the tracks for their next album which should be re- 
ady for release in the "not too distant future." While in America, the group finalized 
plans to air a film of a Kilburn London State Theatre concert on the Midnight Special. 
The show, which will be devoted entirely to the group, will be aired on April 25. At the 
concert, which was staged last December, Keith Richard joined the group on stage for 
a couple of numbers. 

LP PREVIEW: Atco Records' forthcoming release of Stevie Wright's "Hard Road" 
album marks the return to the U.S. recording scene of one of the '60s great rock and 
rollers. With the Easybeats, Wright recorded the classic "Friday On My Mind" in addi- 
tion to a string of memorable singles and LPs. Though none achieved the worldwide 
success of "Friday," in their native Australia, the group went on to semi -legendary 
status. 

The Easybeats have since disbanded, but Wright has once again teamed up with 
the prolific songwriting team of Harry Vanda and George Young for his first solo 
album, recorded over a year ago. It's a striking album with the same type of un- 
abashed pop exuberance which dominated the charts in the sixties, yet there is also a 
disco soul mood on several tracks which lends a contemporary feel. The opening 
track and current single, "Hard Road" is the kind of song that groups like the 
Easybeats, the Small Faces, and The Who used to be so adept at performing. The 
standout, however is "Evie (Parts 1,2,3)," a former Australian hit which relates a story 
in three movements and three musical styles, any of which could possibly be a hit 
single here as well. 
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