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NARM Lists'74 
NEW YORK - The National Association 
of Recording Merchandisers, Inc. has 
named the nominees for the 1974 
NARM Awards, which are given annually 
for the best selling recorded product in 
the United States. The annual NARM 
Awards are based on actual sales of re- 
cords and tapes to consumers, and 
therefore based solely on dollar volume. 
The annual awards will be presented at 
the NARM Awards Banquet, which 
climaxes the annual convention. This 
year's NARM Awards Banquet will be 
held on Thurs. evening, Mar. 6, in the 
Los Angeles Ballroom of the Century 
Plaza Hotel. It will be the final event of 
the Seventeenth Annual Convention 
which convenes there on Mar. 2. 

All NARM regular members, the 
merchandisers of recorded product, vote 
for the award winners. Their votes are 
based on actual sales in their retail out- 
lets, leased departments, and in the de- 
partments serviced by rack jobbers. 

The categories for this year's awards 

FRONT COVER 

RCA recording star John Denver aside 
from having a perfect score (seven gold 
LP's in seven trys), he nas also had five 
platinum LP's and 4 gold singles. Clearly, 
Denver has emerged as one of the major 
music forces in America in the '70's. His 
personal appearances couples with TV 
specials and guest spots on major shows 
has made him into a cultural folk hero 
across the land and his influence has ob- 
viously been felt by thousands who now 
emulate his outdoors, clean living style. 

"An Evening With John Denver," his 
just released 2 record live set, is a sure 
bet to shoot up the CB charts and once 
again prompt his personal manager Jerry 
Weintraub (chairman of Management Ill) 
to handle the flood of offers that con- 
tinually pour in for his presence in con- 
cert. To be sure John Denver is on top of 
the'world. 
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AwardFinalîsts Motown Pacts Gull 
U.S. & Canada Dist were determined as a result of a series of 

meetings of the NARM Convention 
Committee, the Manufacturers Advisory 
Committee, and a special Awards Com- 
mittee. Awards will be given in setien- 
teen categories. Four of these 
categories do not have any nominees. 
They are determined by a write -in -vote 
on the individual ballots. The other thir- 
teen categories and their nominees are 
as follows: 

continued on pg 27 

Jazz Disks Spur 
Pop Activity In 
Crossover Trend 
NEW YORK - The number of jazz artists 
charted on the pop listings has con- 
tinued to expand in recent weeks. Ac- 
cording to this week's Cash Box LP 
charts, over 10% of the albums fall into 
the category of either jazz or jazz - 
oriented music. This development 
reflects the tendency of jazz musicians to 
borrow elements of rock and r&b while 
more commercial soul and pop acts have 
begun to utilize jazz structures. The goal 
for most has been to fuse the various 
sounds and, thus, make jazz a more com- 
merially viable product. 

Among the jazz artists who have chart 
records with a pop/r&b flavor are Billy 
Cobham, StanleyClarke, the Crusaders, 
Jerry Goodman & Jan Hammer, George 
Duke, Gil Scott -Heron, Miles Davis, 
George Benson, Stanley Turrentine, 
Flora Purim, Chick Corea, and Bobbi 
Humphrey. The highest charted record 
as of this week is Gil Scott -Heron's debut 
LP for Arista, "The First Minute Of A 
New Day," which is bulleted at 59. 
Stanley Clarke's first solo LP for Nem- 
peror Records, "Stanley Clarke," is 
bulleted at 68, and George Benson's 
"Bad Benson" on CTI is positioned at 75 
with a bullet. 

Several soul/rock artists who are 
charted with albums having distinct jazz 
influences are Chicago; Ramsey Lewis 
and Earth, Wind, and Fire; Santana; the 
Blackbyrds; Gene Page; and Tower Of 
Power, Sergio Mendes and Jade Warrior 
are among this week's new additions. 
Ramsey Lewis' "Sun Goddess" on 
Columbia is the highest charted record 
in this category at 39 with a bullet. Tower 
Of Power's "Urban Renewal" on Warners 
is positioned at 41 with a bullet, while the 
Blackbyrds' "Flying Start" on Fantasy 
follows at 53 with a bullet. 

Further proof of the crossover poten- 
tial of jazz records is evidenced by the 
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Analitto Loses 
Piracy Decision 
BOSTON -A four -day jury trial in Mid 
dlesex County Court here ended in the 
conviction of Walter Paul Analitto, doing 
business as Poor Paul's, on three counts 
of wholesaling pirated tapes. It was the 
first conviction under the Massachusetts 
Anti -Piracy law which became effective 
on Oct. 31, 1973. 

Analitto received a suspended one- 
year sentence on each count but was 
placed on probation for two years. 

Among some 18,000 suspected pirat- 
ed tapes that were seized from Analitto's 
warehouse were recordings by Lynn An- 
derson, Blood, Sweat & Tears, Johnny 
Cash, John Denver, Glen Cambell and 
Van Cliburn 

Assistant District Attorney Bonnie 
McLeod -Griffin prosecuted the case. 

HOLLYWOOD - Motown Records has 
entered into a distribution pact with Gull 
Records, a London based record label. 
Gull will be distributed in the United 
States and Canada. Motown also has the 
right to acquire all future Gull artists for 
distribution. 

Announcement was made jointly by 
Herb Belkin, Motown's vice-president of 
creative operations and Derek Everett 
and David Howells, founders and co - 
directors of Gull Records. 

Belkin stated: "Gull represents, to us, 
the highest professional experience and 
taste to have surfaced from the U.K. re- 
cently. The principals have a tremen- 
dous history of record success. The pro- 
duct, thus far, promises that their suc- 
cesses will not only continue but 
prosper." 

Derek Everett and David Howells, the 
two men responsible for the formation of 
Gull in 1974, played a large part in bring- 
ing the talents of The Zombies, Argent, 
The Average White Band, Soft Machine, 
Wishbone Ash, Osibisa (among others) 
to the attention of the American public. 

ABC Publishing 
Cites Record 1974 
LOS ANGELES - Based on computa- 
tions made since the end of the year, 
Gerry Teifer, vice president and general 
manager of ABC Records' music 
publishing division, has announced that 
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David Cassidy To 
RCA In Long -Term 
Recording Deal 
NEW YORK - RCA Records has signed 
David Cassidy to an exclusive long-term 
recording contract, it was disclosed last 
week by Kenneth Glancy, president of 
the company. 

Cassidy, now 24, was an acting veteran 
on several TV series, including Ironside, 
Marcus Welby, Bonanza. Medical 
Center. and Mod Squad, before he was 
chosen to star in the TV series "The 
Partridge Family." 

Cassidy made his singing debut on 
Broadway in "Fig Leaves Are Falling." 
He was then 17. 

Starring in The Partridge Family TV 
series. Cassidy racked up 7 gold albums, 
and innumerable gold singles. He re- 
leased his first solo album, "Cherish" in 
1971 and "Rock Me, Baby" in 1972. 
"Cassidy Live," his latest. was recorded 
at his concert at White City Stadium in 
London in 1974, went straight to the top 
of the English charts. 

DAVID CASSIDY is shown here being 
welcomed to RCA Records by (Ito r) Mel 
Ilberman. division vice president of com- 
mercial operations, A&R director Mike 
Berniker and RCA Records president 
Ken Glancy. 

Records For 
ribution 

At the signing of the pact, Everett and 
Howells stated, "We are delighted and 
very excited to be joining Motown in this 
distribution agreement. We feel that this 
pact will enable us to better spotlight our 
acts in America. We look forward to a 
very rewarding and fulfilling association 
with all the people at Motown." 

The first releases, under the new deal, 
are included with the February album re- 
lease package from Motown. The two 
album's that will be released in February 
are: "Illusion" by Isotope, a jazz-rock in- 
fluenced group, and the debut album of 
English folk singer Steve Ashley. 

Albums by Arthur Brown, who scored 
a worldwide smash with "Fire" and the 
group Judas Priest, are set to be re- 
leased in the next few months. 

SHOWN at the recent signing of the 
Motown -Gull Records distribution 
agreement are the following: Bottom 
Row: (left to right): Derek Everett, co- 
director of Gull Records; David Howells, 
co -director of Gull Records; Rick Roger, 
Isotope's American mgr. Top row: (left to 
right): Herb Belkin, Motown vice- 
president of creative operations; Ed 
Bicknell, Isotope mgr. 

Screen Gems -Col. 
Inks Chicago To 
Publishing Pact 
NEW YORK - Screen Gems -Columbia 
Publications, a division of Columbia Pic- 
tures Industries, Inc., has acquired the 
exclusive sheet music, songbook and 
educational print rights to the entire 
music catalog of the pop group Chicago, 
it was revealed last week by Frank J. 
Hackinson, vice president of the 
division. 

Negotiations for Chicago's publishing 
companies, including Aurelius Music 
and Big Elk Music, were recently com- 
pleted by Irwin Z. Robinson, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of the music 
publishing division of Columbia Pictures 
Industries and Ken Kleinberg of Mitchell, 
Silberberg & Knupp. attorney for 
Chicago. 

Private Stock Signs 
Medress, Appell To 
Special Prod. Deal 
NEW YORK - Private Stock Records 
president Larry Uttal last week revealed 
the signing of an agreement with veteran 
independent producers Hank Medress 
and Dave Appell to produce certain 
artists for the label. 

Since joining forces in 1971, Medress 
and Appell have produced all of the 
songs by Dawn including "Candida," 
"Knock Three Times," "Tie A Yellow Rib- 
bon," the rag -time change of pace 
"Sweet Gypsy Rose." "Who's In The 
Strawberry Patch With Sally?" and the 
current Tony Orlando and Dawn single, 
"Look In My Eyes Pretty Woman." They 
also helped the oldie "The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight" and helped to introduce 
Melissa Manchester. 
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