T venues all over
ABritain. thousands of
40-something
women are converging to
scream, cry, stamp their
feet and generally behave
as they did in their heady
youth. For, more than a
quarter of a century after
hitting the heights as the
world’s biggest teen idol,
David Cassidy is back
performing pop concerts
again.

David, whao'll turn 52 on
the first day of his UK
tour, looks very good for
his years. But just how
aware is he that many of
the young girls who used
to live and
breathe David
Cassidy in the
70s are now
mature,
wonderful
women?

“I'm very
aware of it!" he
declares. ‘|
communicate
with my fans
and get loads
of feedback.
The fans were
responsible for
choosing some of the
songs that I'm going to be
doing live. It's been great.
“I receive an enormous
amount of goodwill out
there on the planet, from
people on whose lives I've
obviously had an impact,
and who've made my life
a blessed thing.”

When asked why these
women still go weak at
the knees over him after
all this time, David simply
says, “| couldn’t explain. |
couldn’t explain then why
| had the largest fan-club
in history, and why it was
so massively successful
for years in the Seventies.
| can only say that the
kind of loyalty shown,
especially in the UK
where |
haven't been
for so long,
makes it that
much more
special and

i extraordinary.”

Even
nowadays, it
seems many
of the women
in David’s
concert
audiences
believe David
is singing for
each one of
them
individually.

“I don’t know
that's true,” says David
modestly (Believe us,
David, it’s true!). “But, if
they do believe it, then
that's great. | think any
fan of any artist feels a
personal connection with

Happy with Sue, his wife.
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their songs. | do wt
see other artists.”

David was born i
York. His parents, \
were both actors, s
when David was a
and his father Jack
Cassidy subsequer
married the actress
Shirley Jones. As a
teenager growing u
Los Angeles, Davic
appeared in TV ser
such as Bonanza a
Ironside before beil
as Keith, alongside
stepmother Shirley,
sitcom, The Partrid
Family.

That show garne
huge rat
many av
and seve
songs,
including
= internati
8 No1/T
i Love Yo
Above a
made D:s
pin-up, &
throb an
supersta
singer.

“There
been me
money offers for re
of The Partridge Fa
but | have turned th
down. The only rea
anyone would do it
point would be for r
Fortunately, | don't
that. And | think it w
taint forever what |
away from and whe
perfect because it |
beginning, a middle
an end.”

By the age of 21,
was the world’s hig
paid performer. As
artist, he had a strir
hits including Coulc
Forever, How Can
Sure? and Daydree
He performed sell-(
concerts at the larg
stadiums around th
globe. Everywhere
went he was greete
mass hysteria. And
fan-club became th
largest in history,
exceeding those of
Presley and The B

UT, to the sho
his fans, Davit
his pop careel

1974 whilst at the v
top, following the d:
a 14-year-old girl w
suffered a heart att
one of his London
concerts.

“That tragedy did
have any influence
decision to quit. I'd
already announced
months prior to thal
was ending that ch
of my career,” he
explains. His main
reasons were that |
exhausted and had



