By EDGAR PENTON

HOLLYWOOD — That par
tridge in a pear tree hag a ok
ol company this Christmas sea-
soh—"The Partridge Family"—
ABC's situation comedy airing
Saturday evenings at 3.

The alkthefamily show is
something different in the way
uf series, and that’s why Shir-
lev Jones agreed to star as the
widowed mother of five musi-
cally inclined youngsters rang-
ing in age from 16 downward
o 3.

“The Pariridge Family" ig no
prdinary  Family. It's a s?um
business family trying to live
as normal a life as possible,

"And furthermore, the moth-
er in thig series, Shiviey Par-
irkdge, s a sensible no-non-
sense woman whe behaves as
a mother should,”  Shirley
Jones says. “The philesophy of
how to raise children coincided
exactly with mine "™ [Shirley
Cassidy have three young boys
al home.)

TOP GROUP

The Partridges have become
an in-demand fop vocal-insbru-
mental group after fheir first
recording became a smash hit.
Commuting from their home in
a small nocthern California
comimunity, they perform
thromghout the ecouniry.

“But mother is the hoss™
Shirlev emphasizes. *“Besides,
I'm bipger than they are™
_ Playing memhbere of the fam.
ily are David Cassidy (Miss
Jones' stepson in teal lifed as
Keith, 16; Susan Dey as Laurie,
15: Danny Bonaduce as Danny,
10; Jeremy Gelbwaks as Chris,
7. and Suzarne Crough as
Lawgh-In" alumnusg, plays Rew-
ben Kinpaid, their theatrieal
agent.

“T was siruck at once by {he
true-todife gquality of the
soripls,” sawvs Shirley. “There's
plenty of hinoar, it the fun
evolves from natural situations,
T think wmur shew iz much ke
the recent Dick Van Dyke se-
ries in that respect™

Shirley  thinks of the Par
tridees as a modern-day Trapp
Family ("The Sound of Mu-
Hieth,

TWO SING

“Our music Is diffeernl, of
course. I think of it a salt rock
We've been told we sound like
the Fifth Dimension—and that's
certainly a compliment,”

Shitley amd Davld are the

o oonly family members wha - ae-

tually sing; the other voices ave

dubbed in.

(A& single recording, *1T Think

I Lowve You,™ and an atbum,
“The Partridge Family Al
burn," are eurrently in release.)

“Tt really was a coincidence
about David getling the palt in
the series," Miss Jones says.

“He doesn’t live with us—he's
20 years old and renis his own
home. T didnl know that David
had auditioned for the role of
Keith.

“Hob Claver, the execufive
producer, liked David, bot wanb-
ed to be sure that [, his slep-
maother, would have no objec-
tiom. 1 assured Bob 1 hada't,

and David was signed.”

Claver sees the show as hav-
ing a warm family fecling, es-
senlislly designed to amuse.

‘W's a show abouk a family
that happens to be in show bus-
iness and how show business
affects the family — but it'"s not
a show about the business”

" Keith Pariridge iz the lead-
er of the musical group, and i
is he who writes the songs.
Laurie iz quite inlorested in so-
cial canses, while Danny is the
‘braing” of the operation — A
finaneial whiz.

He's aplly deseribed as 10
going on 5" The two youngest
members of the Family, Chris
and Tracy, are intended fo he
typical of most children thei:
Aga.

COMEDY BY.PLAY

Reuben Kineaid, the Family's
harassed agenl, claims not to
be overly fond of children, hut
he manages to cope.

Much of the show's comedy
slems From the by-play helween
Danny and Repben—with Hep-
ben the foil.

“Home comment was  made
about Shirley Partridge being a
widow,” Claver says. “But that
realy Tits owr show better — and
it gives us mere openings for
different story situations, She
has romantic interesis occa-
sionaliy.”

At least one new song s lo-
troduced each week by the Par-
iridges on the TV show.

“Basically the music is used
anly when it advances the story
line or when it provides back-
ground for meaningful actipn,"
Claver explained.

Anather inlegral parl of the
show is the "“psycledelic” bus
—painted all colors of the rain-
how — wused when the family
travels. And, of course, mom

_geks the privilege of driving it.

“IUs really a chore to drive
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that thing ' says Shirley, “I'd
never driven a bus  before,
mueh less anything that wasn't
autoratie,”

Shirley feels she's hack In the
chorug as a member of the sing:

- ing Partridges. She started her

career as a_nurse in the Broad-

way production of “South Pacif-

' and then was signed by
Rodpers and Hamonerstein For
the role of Laurie in “(klsho-
ma!"

David Cassidy, primarily 2
singer, sees “The Partridge
Famiily” as a greal opportunity
to further his acting career.

TWO TALENTS

“[ relish the chance to com-
hine "the two talents,” David
explained. “But, T must admit,
L really come alive when 1

il II! ) )

Ignrn in Mow Yorl Cily, David
Cassidy made his  Broadway
stage debut as the teen-ape
lead in the Allan Sherman musi-
cal, "The Fig Leaves Are Fall-
ing." Since then he's had ou-
merous guesi-starring roles on
television.
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- THE PARTRIDGE in a pear tree has a lot of company
this Christmas — The Partridge Family — with Shirley
Jones and Dave Madden monitering their charges in
the bus. From lefl: Jeremy Gelbwaks, Suzanne Crough,
Susan Dey. Danny Bonaduce, David Cassidy. Salurday
night on Channel

/

MAKING WITH THE ROCK, the Partridge Family gives oul with the sound for their
weekly outing on ABC, Channel 4, at 5 p.m. Saturday. Shirley Jones plays the mother

of the singing Partridges..

“our of the five children, from lefi:. Susan. Dey, S_u:aanna. .

‘Crough, David Cassidy, Danhy Bonadace.  Not shown: Jeremy Gelbwaks, ~



