Mother's the boss as Partridges

thrive on situation

By EDGAR PENTON
Sur Speeial Correspondent

HM LYWOOD — Thay partridge In
a pear tre2 s g lol of company this
Christmaz seasen —~ “The Parkrid
Family"- — ARG situation comedy wir-
ing Iriday  evenings 9:3090 Easlern
Time.

The all-the-family show is something
different in e way of serles, and thai’s
why Shirlay Jonez agreed to star as the
widowed mother of five musicaily in-
elined yoongsters ranging In age from
16 dowrrward to 5,

“The Perirldge Family is ng ordi-
nary family. It's & show business Family
rying to live a5 normal a life as possi-
ble,

“And furthermore, the mother in this
zerios, Shirley Parlridge, is a seusible
fo-mansense womam who beliaves as a
molhce  should,”  Shivley Jones says,
“The pil»t seript struck home, The phi-
Tosophy of how 1o raise children comeid-
¢d exaclly with mine." (Shirlay and hor
actor-huzband Jark Cassidy have thrce
young bays at home,)

The Parlriges have become an ine
demand bap  vocalinstrimental HLoun
gfler fhelr first recording became o
smash hit. Commuting from fheir home
in n enall nobhern California communi-
Yy, they perform {hroughont the counlry.

“@ut moiler iz the hoss," Shirley
emphasizes, "Desides, I'm bipger Lhan
Lhey are™

Flaying members of the family are
Navid Cassldy (Miss Jones' stepson in
real life) as Keilh 16, Suson Dey ag
Laurie, 15; Danny Bonaduce as Cranny,
It Jeremy Gelbwsks as Chris? and
Suzanne Chrough as Treey, Dave Mad-
den, 3 “Laughln" alumnus, plays Reu-
bew Kincald, their thealrical agent.

“T was struck ot once by the true
lo-lite ¢uality of the soripts," says Shir-
ley. “There's plenty of hmor, bot 1he
fun envalves from natural situntions, I
think our show is much like the recent
Dick Van Dyky series in that respect.””

Shirley thinks af the Pariridpas as
@ modernday Trapp Family (“The
Seund of Music').

“Our music is different, of course.
I think of il as soft rock, We've boen
told we sound like the Fifth Dimension
— awd that's cerlainly a compliment. "

Shirley and David are the only Fami-
by menibers whe aclually sing; the other
waices are dubbed in,

(A single recording, 7 Think T Love
You," " and an albom, “The Partridge
Family Album"™ are currenlly In re-
lease.)

"It really was a colncldence aboul
David getling the part in the series”
Miss Jones ssys, “He doesn’l live with
us — Be's 20 years old and remis his
awn home. I didn® know Uit David had
auditioned for the role of Keith,

“Bob Claver, the exccolive producer,
likedd David, bul wanled to be sure that
I, his stepmather would have no ohjee-
lion. T assured Hob I hadn't and David
wis gigned.™

Claver sees the show os “having a
warm  family feeling, essentinlly  de-
sigoned Eo amuse,

"l's & show ahout a family that hap-
pens 1o e in show business and how
show business aflecls the family — hot
it's net o show sbout the basiness.*

Helth Parleidge is the leader of the
musical group, and it 35 he who writes
His sangre, Laurde 3 guite interested in
social causes, whllkk Danny s Lhe
“bralns” of ihe eparation — & finanelal
whiz. He's aplly described as 10 Ening
an 35" The bwo youngest members of
the family, Chris and Tracy, are intend-
ed tn be lypical of most children their

Heuben Kincald, the family's har.
assed ageut, claims not io be overly ford
of children, bul he managas to cope.
Much of the show's comedy stems from

Monitoring their charges

Widowed mofher Shirley Jonss and Dave Madden [friend] keep the Part-
ridge kids in line. Jeremy Golbwaks, left, |5 probably the wildest of the crew,

the by-play betwsen youny Danny and
Reuben — with Reaben the [aii,

USeme camment was made about
Shirley  Parlridge being a  widow,”
Claver says. “But fhat really fite our
shaw belier — apd §1 Eives ug mora
openings for different story situations,
Shﬁ has romantic interests oocasional-

" At Toasf one new sobg is indroduced
each week by lhe Partridges on the TV
shaow,

"Dasically, tha music iz ueed only
when il advances the slory lise or when
il provides hackpround fop racaninglul
deton," Claver explainad,

Anofher intregnl parl of the show ig
the “paychadelic’ bus — painted all fol-
ors of the rainbss — wsed when |he fam-
ily lravels. And, of covrse, mom gels
the privilege of drivieg il.

"' really 2 chore 1o drive that
thing,” suve Shirley. “T'd newer driven
a buz hofore, much less nnything that
WAt aulsrnalie.

Shicley feels she's bark In the chorus
a5 & member of the finging Pariridges.
She slavted her carver as a mitrse in the
Broadway peeduclion of "Snith Pacific™
and them was signed by Rodgers and
Har  rstein for the role of Lowrie in
Ok lahomat

David Cussidy, primarily a cinger,
sies "The Parlridge Family™ as a great
oppartunity to furiber hig arting eareer,

"I relish b chance to combine the
iwa lalenls,” Mavid explained, 'Sut, 1
mest admil, T really come alive when
T sing.™

Born in New Vork Cily, David Cas-
sidy made his Groadway stage debut as
the been-ape fead s the Allan Sherman
musical, “The Fig Leaves Are Falling."
Singe then he's had numerous goesi-slar-
ring roles on telewision,

Susan Dey, wilk her natural beauly,

was one of the lop-fea junior models ia
tie country when selecled to play 1he
older daughler in “The Parlridge Fami-
Iy

"IV like a dream come frae,™ g4y
Susan. “Aeting has olways boen iy ulti-
moale peal, and now, I'm Inspired ta
learn hiow 1o sing as well "

Born in Pekin, 111, Sesan has lwe
sislers amd a brolher. ller older sister
i also & model. Susan's face and lgure
have graced fhe covers of Seventeen,
American Girl and Simplicity.

Danny Bomduce is the younges! of
ike four children of Joseph awl Softy
Bonsduce, His father is story editge fop
“Arnie,"” and his molher s g TV wiiter,
Wis I7-year-old hrolher John recently
sold his first sevipl o “The &ill Casly
Shmy, !

Jderemy Gelbwaks {promoupesd gih-
wik} is a relalive newcoiner fo show
business after doing two comereils and
appearing in a skit as 8 minialore Pat
Paulzen on lhe "“Pat Paylsen Half A
Comedy Hour”

Suzanng Crough (prononnced crow),
is the youngest of cight chiidron, mada
her acking debut in “The Tariridee Fam-
ily.” She's a first grader, loves sehagal,
iz somewhal of & tomboy. She lives wilh
her family in Anabeim, where her farher
owns o scooler shog.

Dave Madden, the former conteti-
throwing comedian  of “Laugh-Tn," g
enthused about his role of g comody fail
in ihe “Pariridge Femily,

"'s something a litle different for
me,"  Madden save, bt rewarding,
When you're the foil, you not uniy got
laughs, but genuine sympathy as well —
provided you play it right»

Pul them all together and yoy have
a “"Partridge Family" that could grace
the video yule ree for many a scaszan,
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