For Shirley Jones,
Lite Is Beautiful

F ourteen years, one month,
and 21 days after Shirley
Jones married actor Jack Cas-
sidy, they at last went on their

honeymoonn.
I saw her st har MNew FEngland-type

home in Beverly Hills the afternoon
before they tock off for tha Hawaiian
Isiands. Shirdey, wearing striped levis
and a tan shirl, had taken Lime out
not only from packing but from pre-
paring a birthday party for her oldsst
son, Shawn, now 12,

“Jack and I have gone away together
before—when we worked on a show
ar whan one of us joined the other on
locztion for a fim, a play, or a night-
club act. Bul this is the first time that
we're going on a real vacation.”

Shirdey had completed 14 segments
of her television shaw, “The Partndge
Family,” and was given a month off so
that the writers could get ahead with
the seripts. The show deals with a wid-
ow, played by Shirley, whe inadvertent.
ly makes a pop-rock tape with her five
offspring in thewr garage one mght. [t
becomes a surprise hit record, a foct
which causes the family to disfopt i
pormal suburban life and take to the
rond w a mod-painted bus,

I've known Shirley since she <hot to
overnight prominenee 0s Laurey in the
maovic version of "Oklthoma!”™ Only 21
years old at the bime, she possessed a
down-io-carth, American  wholesome-

ness. She was surprisingly onaffected by
all the fuss made over her and has re-
tained her equilibrium throughout the
ensuing years, during which she won
an Oscar for her performance as Luklu
Baines in “Elmer Gantry,” garnered an
Emmy nomination for her tv role in
“Sitent Might, Lonely Might,” and starred
in over 40 major television shows,

Shirley—named after Shirley Tem-
ple—was 12 when she started taking
singing lessons. In 1933, when she and
her parents vacationed in New York,
sha wuditioned for agent Gus Schirmer
who painted a rosy picture of how suc-
cessful he could make her.

His confidence was justified. One
week later, Shirley sang for Rodgers
and Hammerstein and was promptly
signed to a seven-year-contract and put
in the chorus of “South Pacific” Six
months later she played the title role in
the Chicago company of “Me and Ju-
et,” and four months after that, won
the lead in her first film, "Oklahomal™

While her parents supported Shirley's
profcssional ambitions, they were op-
posed to her invelvement with suave,
sophisticated Tack Cassidy. After all,
he was married, although separated,
and hnd o child. “Besides that, he was
an actor™ explained Shirley. They'd
met when Shirley sigoed to tour with
the stage pressatafion of “Oklahome!”
m Euwrope for six weeks, Jack played
Curly. At first, my folks felt that Jack

was just an infatoation, but when they
realized I'd really made up my mind,
they didn't stand in my way."

From the beginning of their marriage,
Shirley Iet Jack be the head of the [am-
ily. "Of course, I've always been inde-
pendent because of my profession,”
she added. "But I like knowing that
Jack is there to make decisions.”

The Cassidys have three sons—
Shawn, 12, Patrick, eight, and Ryan,
four. Jack also has a soe, David, 20, by
his first wile.

Ameng the potential problems Shir-
ley faced, her relationship with her
stepson, David Cassidy, could have
been the most difficult. Here, too, Shir-
ley's commen sense prevailed. “He
used to five with his mother and, ex-
cepl for weekends, we dido’t see that
much of him. Wow he has his own

aparimeni. But we've become friends
and have mutual respect.”

It was quite by accident that Shirley
and David ended up playing mother
and son in “The Partridge Familv."
“He has his own agent and didot even
know I was set for the lead. Nor did the
producer realize he was Jack's son un-
til after he read so well that he wanted
to test David for the part. Then he told
me he was considering David for the
role of my son. He asked me how I
felt about it. 1 said, ‘Great! [ am crazy
about him. He's very talented.” Then he
went back to David and told him,
Your stepmother is going to play the
lead. How do youo fecl about that?* And
he replied, ‘T think s greati ™

But that's not surprising. Beautifully
is how things have been working out
for Shirley Jones for many years.
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