Making Of Teen ldol, Cassidy, Strictly Big Business

LBy DAYID LAMB
.. The Los Angeles Times
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — They came
al him as il on cue, Ehe flashbuils on their

Instamatic cameraz popping furiously, thou-
sands- of girls inteat on nothing less than.

mauling, maiming ar al least touching Day-
id Cassidy.
Their pounding fcet echaed through Al

buquerque’s lin-roafed Colisciin and they
reached the sfage just moments behind
three husky cops, whe scooped up the 193-
pound Cassidy, rushed him to a nearby Lim-
gusine, walling with doors open and molor
running, and flenz him headlivst info the
tack scaf.

The driver stepped bard on the acceplpra-
lor and the black Cadillac sped into the
night, leaving hehind a throng of girls wha
clulched $2 David Cassidy pesiers. $1 David
Cassidy phote albums and $L David Cassidy

Clove kifs, who ehewed Parlridge Family

bubble gum and wore Davig Cassidy dress-

es, David Cassidy blouses and David Cas- .

sidy shirfs, a few who even carvied David
Cassicly coloring books and Pavid Cassidy
linch bhoxes covered with David Cassidy
HLUVY sfickers {“inelwde 23 capts extra
for vush handling"), 'h

Nickel and dime slufi? Nol at all, The
markeling of a teen-age idol has come @
long way since the days of Rickie Nelson,
Frankie Avalon and Fahizn. TU's steictly
Lig business, shrewdly promoted and skibl-
[}y merchandised.

Censider, Tor example. 2l-year-old Cas-
sidy — also kwown as Daru Enlerprises,

Ine. — who plays Keith Partridge, 16, oo
ABU-TV's Partridge [Family series,. And
consider lhe spending power of his pre-lecn
audience, an audience considerably young-
cr, wealthicr and more exploiled than 1hat
which swoened over, say, Bobby Rydel,
a decade apo. ..

In a single ¢ay 1ast month, the four Part-
ridge Family record albums on the market
so%! a combined fotal of 200,000 copies. (A
slore can buy a record fer $2.23 and scli
il for $1.0B with the performer getiing from
one per cenl lo nine per cent and the pro-
dueer {ram one per cent o feur per vent.

Sereen Gems, the felevision sibsidiaty
of Columbia Pictures which owns the Fast
ridge Family, has carned over $100,01) from
hubblegitin royalties this year “and we'll

~quietly make o forture on a new line of

Partridge Family dresses,” a {op executive
said,

Cassidy, who draws a weekly allowanee
of $150 from his business manager, lee
Buell, but stands (e earti over $230,000 afier
expenzes this year, récently grossed $58.000
for one-niglt ccrearts in AmariMe, Tex,
and Alhumgnerque “(belore the promoter’s
share and $20,09) expenves, including a %1,-

160 ctiartered return fligit (o Los Angeles.)

As a result of Cassidy's popularily, six-
figure deals are negoliated, people sirizgle
to get close to him and related employment
extends from New Yerk's record premoters
and fan magazine publishers (o Hollywood,
where Mikal Bales works nearly fulltime
designing hig show elathes (always white
in keeping with e “youthful puniy” of

‘his Imane), often spending an entire weeck

steinging thousands of decorative beads on
20-pornd lest fish lines to be sewed on Cas-
sidy’s eoncerl coslumes.

So fierce deoes the eompetilion hecome
for a piece of the action that when Cassidy's
contract expired with a falent agency 18
months apgo, Ruth Aarons, president of
Aarens Management, Ine., which represents
Cassidy, lells of beine cffered 5125000

. “front” money, a sizable under-the-table

bonus and a promise of hidden interests
1n [uture deals, i she would sign with a cer-
Eain nowy agency.

“The word spread like a virus thai Day-
id"s contrael wias availaile,” she said. “Peo-
ple just siarfed ceming out of fhe wood- -
werk."

In some ways, the most difficuli promn-
fion problems are over. For Cassidy, like
Bobby Sherman, Donpic Osmond ond a
handful of oiher teenyhopper stars, have
long since made it. But why them? Are they
the creation of a pebliy relalions pentus like
the tate George Evans who paid “bohhysax-
ees'" 32 an aflteenoon to squeal over Frank
sinatra nutside the Paramount Thealer in

- New York 30 years ago?

“There’s a look te what kind of face is
marketable these davs,” said Cassidy's per-

-sonal manager, Jimy Fleod, |

- "With David, ii’s a positive sexual quality,

2 youlhful, clean-cut look that is threalen-

ing neither physieally nor emationally ta
young girls.” _

In the spring, Miss Aarons and Fleed will
move Cassidy from the tank-fown circuit
to large audifortums only in major cities,
The hysteria over a young star seldom lasts
miich longer Lhan two years, they say, and

-already they are casling aboit for a solid

mevie that will chailenge Cassidy's acling
ability and elevale him from the teenyhop-

“per tevel, a role some ether performer and

Iis agent always wait to fill.

Cniy fast manth, in fact, the haleful (ace
of 20-year.old Michae! Gray [*lo hear his
hisky, sexy voice and louk into his deep
green-gray eves will entrance you!™) peer-
ed frem the pages of Tiger Beal.

The teaser headline asked: “he's alone
.. he's lepely ... can von love him?®"
Thousands of gicls wrote to say they conld.
Sume ol them, perhaps, would even be in-
terested in hubblepum bearing his name.



