Video idol of the
hubble-gum set

By Marilyn Beck
(TW Time Stafl Writer}

T7'8 BEEN a bangup year

for 20-year-old David Cas-
sidy and, in some respects,
he's still trying to adjust
frem the shock of it all.

He's gone from a cofiage
furnighed, in large part, with
apple erates and a bare mat-
iress to a high-on-a-Holly-
wood-hitltop, three-level luxu-
‘ry home with sunken tub and
- custom-made furniture.

He's this vear’s Bobby
Sherman (a2 comparison he
fries hard not to mind loo
much). Ife's thiz season’s
video Prince WValiant, built
inte an overnight seceess by
‘his “Partridge Family” ex-
posure” and Screen  Gems'
promolional campaign to
make David the leenybop.
per’s delight,

The eampaign, Duvid must
sometimes feel,
even too effectively. -

ile can't do his owi gro-
cory shopping any longer.
When he steps in the market,
he's mobbed by fans.

His allendance at
thealers’is taboo, also.

MThe last lime 1 went to
the movics, they were crawl-

movie

~ing all over the seals, moth-

erg and kids, trying to gel at
I‘I'H!."

e smiles when he talks
about such experiences, la-
beling them, “a nice in-
convenience,'” yet vou know
he's learned Very fast tfhat
fame does have ils price.

. VISIT to Disneyland?
Impossible! 1t would be
mstant hysleria as soon as
“the bubblegum  brigade dis-
covered the brown  haired,
hazel eved, five-foul, eight

has worked

inch 130pound idol was in
their midst.

It's like that most every-
where he goes. When he was:

grand marshal &t a Cleveland
parade, all he could see,
when hig float came to a halt
at the end of the parade
route, “was thousands of
sercaming girls, pushing
against cach other, trying to
reach me."”

David maintains that the
only similarily belween him-
self and Bobby Sherman is

that they share the same s L

of audience. “Cirls from in-
faney - lo about 18, with the

Jargest portion 0[ lhlﬁn 8 or
ﬂ T S i e ke

He's already, iu this yrar
of the “Partridge gollen
two single records on the
charts, and is planning his
Hcst concert tour,

o “He is sofi-spoken with a

penlleness about him. This
makes one wontder how he's
been able to cope with the
pressures of the filmland rat
roce with mo obvious senrs,
He admits that there are
timos whell e must eseape
[rom it all.

CUT QUT whenever T get

the chance. A few months
ago I pocked my puilar and
my sleeping bag and headed
for Carmel, Big Sur and
Lake Mead with another bud
dyv. After a while the city
slarfs to get to you, o pull
yei down,*

He was raised in New York
and Los Angeles. vel drearms,
when the “Pariridge Fuamily"”
evenlually fades from - the
iube, of setlling dowp on a
farm 'way -out in the couniry
and colmmuting 1o acling
eounitments in the big city.

Ttight now he has ne burn-

said,

David Cassidy

e ambition To meest on aib-
eroositnaten esedies, “Un-
loss sorarthing really  stimu.
laling comes zlong, And as
o flme, T wan't acl in_one
just for the sake of making a
film. If- would have to be
semelling pood,”

He pushed a Jock of hair
heck fpom his forehead and
smiling, “Maybe T'm
geiting teo big for my
britches when I say T want to
pick and choose, but sceing
I've pot o steady job, T can
sey it

I ecomes casilv to him,
tatking abuut his life asd his
aspirations. 1e's wanted to
be an aclor ever since age
three, when his mother tock
him to watch his father, Jack
Cassidy., in a stage perfor-
mance in New York

“We were sitting in lhe
fivst row of the baleony,'” Da-
vid reealls. “And 1 jumped
up antt called out, “Thal's my
daddy!" "

And thal’s their hn;, whus
making andiences tuke notice
these days as he goes
through his paces with his
slepmother Shirley Jones and
the rest of the “Pariridge

Familv" gang. Thal’s David
Cassidy, this year's wvideg
idol,



