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aclor trying 1o geboa break, brying to
improve his skifl. Then 1 caushl on
How long will this populanty last? §
don’t ki

“lexpec! that T may repeal the Presley
patiern, not exactly like Cheis. bt soime-
thing similar. ' going 10 poak, then
i poing 10 o douwn and lovel oft
And then hopetully, T can regeeeiate
myzself and bove peaple look at me rol
s mueh as anidol. Like | don’t think
they lgok at Elvis now as an idal. He's
sort of huili-in like he's a gond poer-
former, a pood singer. And | think 1'm
25 equally equipped as he s i wilh-
stand the prossures of Hhis business

] still wanl In acl, you knonw, That's
howe | started in plaving deamatie jals
on a lot of TV shows, Marcws Welby,
Mod Squad, The FRI—but | krow 111
never stop singing. Whether 1 ond up
selling records is another thing, but |
know LIl sBll make oot sl make
sinples, shilf make records. My vaive has
prown and matured over the last heo
vears, 1t's a lat hetter now than it was,
You know, I'm pleased with in 1 ibiok
bsing fairly well.”

His background

Davigd Cassiely was harmn inln a shiw
business family in Mew York City on
April 12, 1950, and noriured on releb-
ity and personal fudibence which
eften accompanies il His parenks, 3ol
lack Cassidly and acliess-singer Ferlyn
Woard, were divorced when he was &
itis mother subseaquently married and

divenead o second hushand, direcior
Flliot  Silverstein, His father married
aciress Shirley Jones who playe his
rmather i dhe Partridee Favely

Like many children of Hallywonod,
Cassidy encountered sehool tronlile,
couldn’t make the giade ata lot of pob-
lic scharle,” hie admits, ~Emaerson Junbor
High, Flamiltnn High, Uni High, lai
finally digl well a1 Bexford, a privale
school in Boverdy Hills [ graduated and
then ok o semester al Los Angeles
City College. Bul | left | just didn't

Davids father fack Cassidy offered some advice after failure on Broadway:

winl 1o become anylbimg al the lee
Luckily | b a1 bogh deall number, 346,
so there waen't much danger of my be-
ing drafied.”

Alter dropping out of Los Angeles
City College, David worked with the
Los Anpehes Thealre Group, appeared
i sumimer stock and won a costarsing
rale in his first Broadway masical, The
Fiy Leaves Are Felling. I hombed in
less than a woeek which prampted his
father to tell him, “Don’l he o sorry
yau were in a lop; vau'll never leam

“Don't be sorry you wore in a ffop,; you'll never feare as much teom a b
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O stage at Madison Sqoare Garden: David Cassidy lets go with one of his biggest hits, “Doesid Somebody Want To e Weated

an much froma hit”

David never traded on his family
pame. Whea he tried oul for The Far-
riclge Farnily, the producers we ren’l
aware of his show bosiness parenlage.
They dhiiin't even ask him ta sing, They
bouaht his lonks, best described by his
press agent Jim Flood as “representing
a posilive sesual quality, a youthiul,
clean-cut appeal which is neithor physi-
cally nor emofinnally threalening o
youmg girls” g

Unisex appeal

The “Cassidy Look” is dvankly an-
drogynous. 1§ combines the appeal of
an innocent boy with the prattiness of
a young girl. Dovid's TV slanel-in sig-
nificenly enough is a 23-vear-nld girl
named [an Freeman.

At age 22 0t is unlikely that i will
outfrow his "Lock™ far some lime,
What then lfes in store for him; a
Ienathy carerr a5 a teenyhopper wol?

The show hiz experls cslimate tha!
the success =pan of a conlemprean
teen heartihol ranges liom bwo 10
three years unless his image is rein-
forced by periodic molion pichure ¢
HISLTE, '

Without fealure films, David Cas-
sidy's lime an lop i5 limited, which is
probably why he's making it while b
can=—not only in hie concgrt appear-
ances bul in bubble gum, TV residuals,
and of course, in Mavid Cassidy love
kats which consisl of phalos and the
story of David's life—price, one dollar.



