Television Luminaries Turn Qut For 1930s-Style Ho llywood Party-Hopping

By DAN LEWIS

HOLLYWOOD (NANA) = In
the old days, the movie studlos
tussed spectacular portles, with
chaulfeur-driven Rolls Noyces
depositing  thele stary on ped-
carpeted runways that Jed into
o gawdy settng on o sound
stage ai the studio,

Maybe there aren’t that many
movie stars around — at least
stars attached o the studiny —
these Jays and the studios have
all too few flms o promote
anyway. But the studios still are
tussing those big-splashy, outia-
geous parties, trying to ouldo
cach other, Now it's the televi.
sion star who is showing up in
anylhung from the Rolls (o Lhe
MG Midgets (not chaufleured),

The studios, especially Dur-
bank (formerly Warners until
recently when the studio opera-
tion became a joint venture
with Columbia Tictures) and
Universal are beavily commit-
ted to television production.
Universal will have more than
1 hours of primetime shows
going next season. It takes up
sbout 85 per cent of the produc-
tion activity at the studio,

So, when television editors
and columnists show up en
masse, as they did in recent
weeks for all three networks,

Rulling Stone, Cassidy sald,
st bave fell the snme way
alter reading the story g secomd
thme amd had it rewntten belore
being published,

Cussidy fled the seene aller
obout an hover, bul his costars
o Ihe Partridge Fomily, Shir-
ley Jones and Dave Mudden,
limpered. Madden, in foct, pol
up and entertained, at least that
was his intention, Me did elose
to half hour of materiol in
which lie secemed 1o bhe break-
ing in 2 nightclub act. In light of
the material, it seemed 10 be an
unfortunate move for Madlen,

Miss Jones, although a fine
smgcr, merely took a bow. Paul

gnde witered a few words,
twisted his mouth in sly smile
and retreated from the stage.
They were much wiser than
Madden,

At one of Universal's parties,
Leonard Nimoy was a center of
ottraction. Ihs old series, Star
Trek, is having a great revival
of interest in symlication, cous-
ng a flurry of speculation about

the possibality of it returning as
a primetime series. Apparently

there has been a great deal of
talk uhuut it but, suys Nimwy,
VMo way."”

Hes Dirceting Now

Nimoy hos o new dunension’
o his carcer: directing. le's
directing “Death un o Barge,” a
cather unique plit dealing wilh
a4 love wlory In a vampire
couniry, Leonard explolned. It's
a movie for TV,

He lkes directing and  will
continue to move n that direc-
tion. But it will not exclude him
from acting. 1le's had his [l of
series for o while afler Siur\
Trek and, without layolf, Mis-|
slon Impossible. ‘

Now he's free of them, and!
favors guest shots (a Columba,
segnent), and he recently rm-|

jishe] 2 world premiere movie,|

“Three Faces ol Love," for nc::ig
season, le plays opposite Juliet;
Mills in one of the episodes. In
the other two, Lorne Grecne is!
maiched with Agnes Mmm'
and, in tke third, Bill Bixby and
Julie Soinmer s are featured,
Raymond Burr — at the same
parly — disclosed that Jronside
and the doctors on The Bold|

the nights are Qiled with sp&c-:

lacular parties.
"Let Me Know'

One studio press agent whis-
pered m my ear one npight,
*'Call me tomorrow and let me
know if Universal's party was
better than ows ™

The movie companies seem to

have the feeling that their po-|'

tential strengih is  better as
sessed in the glow of lquor,
bright lights and excessive
pomp. These parties are right
out of the 1930 movies, except
that much of the dance music 1s
cOntemporary.

Universal hosted a pair of
parties, one cach for its show
on NBC and ABC. So did
Warner Brothers. Screen Gems
took over the Columbia Ranch
{the back lot set, also situated
in Burbank), served hot dops
{from a New York-style mobile
stand) and charcoal-broiled
steaks, wlile David Cassidy
mingled with the crowd and
compluned about the story, but
not the picture {a nudie), that
Rolling Stone ran on him re-|
cently.

Cassidy said Rolling Stone as-
signed a reporter to him for a;

fnterview, but that the hrst
story written for the weekly was/|
so puffy and flattering it embar-
rassed him. e said Rollng
Stone showed him a copy of it

before it was scheduled to run|

and it read more like his own
press segent would send to a fan
magazing.
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weekend when he agreed to lhul
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