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Don't Sell the Kids Short—They Read Too

Recently  several  thousand
little girls in Europe opened their
newspapers 1o an articie by staff
writer Cal Posner, enlitled **Idol
of rhe Pre-Teenvboppers ' (S&§,
Juiv 27). Perhaps Mr. Pnsner
had imugined thart girls and boys
between 10 and 15 vears old could
not read. It would seem so!

In this article on  Dawvid
Cassidy, the thousands of chil-
dren who hang on every word
prinied about him in such maga-
2ines - as “Tiecer Beat”,
“Sixteen™, and ‘“‘Spec” dis-
covered that not only did he find
it a lark to steal bicycles at 14,
but that he also experimoented
with drugs. Perhaps the write
felt it necessary for the sake oi
realism o mention that the
“idol" had feet of clay, but neec
he run on about it for five para-
graphs?

Children are inevitably follow.
trs and now, with a veritable en
dorsement from “‘David”, they
will try anything that he has. Fo
some, the article may have
ruined his image and perhap:
this is what Posner had in mind
For nthers, it will only make hin
seem that much more cool.

In the magazines which I men
tioned earlicr there are usuall

several articles on  David
Cassidy in each issue. They have
not found it necessaty to mention
his rmisdeeds to give their read-
ers a plimpse of his life. One ar-
ticle did mention that he had
“stopped smoking”, In another
the youngsters ure lold that he
eats health foods but never,
never that he sfole bikes or tried
drugs.

California is presently in the
grip of a bike stealing epidemic
without any help or endorsement

‘to kids by the news media. Per-

haps Europe's “litile Americas"”
are now due for the same. As for
the drugs. even our elemeniary
schoo! children are tempted by
them regularly, Why tell them
that “David tried it"'? Now Lhey
may 100,

It is too bad that when Stripes
prints such articles you do not
keep in mind the entire reading
public insiead of the majority
who are adults. You pul in a
comic strip for kids only, i.e.
Sesame Street, bur you assume
that that is all the kids read. Be-
lieve me it is not!

—Patricia A, Liitle
Crailsheim, Germany



