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David Cassidy Proves Hit
Everywhere Except At Home

By DOROTHY HILLER
Youth Beal Writer

NEW YORK — While young
cirls throughout the warld be-
stow David Cassidy with adora-
tion and slanding - room - only
crowds, he's never quile eslab-
lished himself as a home-lown
favorite in Los Angeles. It's a
situation that not only proves
irksome {o the 23-year-old idol
of teenybupperdom, but il was

hwrote tunes by night and one

ihe recason hehind his decision
to cancel his Augusl 4 dafe at|
the Hoilywood Bmtl

“The carly ticket refurns in-
dicaled that David was not
«oing {0 have anywhere near a
selloul crowd, and, rather than
wait, he and his manaper Rulh
Aarons wiscly opted to back
away,” cxplained Larry Ultall,
president of Bell Records and
the man acredited with sowing
{the sceds of David's Succeess.

When Ulall first met David al
n press sereening heralding. the
hirth of the Partridee Family.|
he recalls that David
something sperial.

“1 knew this kid had snme-‘
thing, There's no name for it
and 1'm tired of the word “char- |
isma.” T just knew this Kid had|
1T. And what we dicl was [launt

" Ulall said.

David's ¢limb (o [ame f{al-
Tawed Utlall's own sureceess, The
hearded, kindly record fnmn.mu

to  suppert,

Iness he had to borrow money.,

wus:-.-.-t:ll-inlc-nliﬂnt-d fricnds thal he
'should stay oul of the music

president, who commules be-|
tween oflices in London, New
York and Los Angeles, siarted
oul in life like Jormer President
Harry Truman, as a haberdash-
er. His heart was never in his
shop on 14th Slreet here, It was
on Tin Pan Alley, an imaginary
thoroughfare traveled by bud-
ding songwriiers.

Utall sold shirls by day and

day, 17 vears ago, al Lhe age of
32, with a wife and {wo chiidren
he decided lo go
inlo the music business.

“I just baled the relail husi-
ness. 1 had Lwo alarms 1o wake

me up. I just wanted to poundiny puhlished.

the piano and write music. I
used to drag mysell down to
the shop and Lhen use my lunch
hour lo try 1o peddle my
songs.”

When he linally sold the busi-

in huy a small public|
despife warnings of

bhesides,
company,

lield.
Eked OQut Living
“Thea Zavin, the vice - IH"I.":i'I-
dent of B.ALL (Broadeast Mu-
sic Ine.) was one who allempl-

ed o discourase me,"”" Ultall
saitl. “‘Later nn, it was she who
found the Monument  Music

company for me,
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“For a while T cked out al
living and was beginning (o)
think my friends were Tright
when I hit upon the idea of
making masters and selling
these 1o record companies, It
had never becen done before, It
caught on. We had three hits
and then went out of business.
We overexlended ourselves.”

Utali was back peddling
songs again, byt this lime they
were for other wrilers, which
proved more successful than
selling his own. He began visit-
ine record companies and
trving to inlerest them in re-
cording songs which his conl. i-

One of the small concerns he|
visited was a company called|
Amy-Mola-Bell. It had been =
loser and since they had no-
thing more to Jose they offered
Ulall a percentage Lo join them.
His malh leacher had Lo!ld him,
he remembered, that 50 per
cenl of nolhing was the same
as 100 per cent of nothing,

Within two months the com-

pany had ils firsl hit, **Mid-
nichl Mary,”’ which made the
top 10.

Sells Yor Millions

Seven years later Utall sold
the company to Columbia Pic-
tures for $2.5 million and a con-
lracl besides to run the compa-
ny autonomously. At that timce
Bell had Dell Shannon, Mitch
Ryder, the Toys, and Box Tops
under contract.
in the inlerim TUtall has in-

-l

Columbia.

that I ended up with {he biggest |

second, and fourlh place on the
Top 30 chart,

{hady Want 1o Be Wanted,'

'f:':mlin*l which made it an allili-
"Hc' of Columbia.

eord.

were prepared 1o dub his voice

cut a tape and it wis a smash.
[ knew

|
!

creased the business more than
[ive times and has brought The
H‘:flh Dimensions,
~Pdrlr|dgc Family

sure, He had everylhing."

Dawn, thef
and David
Cassidy, Mouniain, and Michel
Legrand under the accus of
I3cll Records, now a division of

“Is hard for me lo realized

stars in the ficld. Last Christ-,
mas Bell had singles in [irst,

We had Dawn's
‘Knneck Three Times,' the Par-
tridge Family's "Doesn’'l Some-
and
the Fifth Dimension’s ‘One Less
Bell,” "

After bhecoming alfiliated with
Columbiu, Utall was pressed
min serviee as a1 musical coor-|
rhna lor for the Parlridge Fami-

Show, a Sereen Gems Pro-

I arrell Chosen

Utall chose Wes Farrell, wel)

known in record cireles, (o pro-!

dure the music for Partridge;
Family show as well as the re-

“Wes and I knew that Shirley
(Shirley Jones, David's step-
mothert could sing, but David
wirs an unknown quantity. \ve

il we had o,
“kssenlinllv, alter he had the
part, he auditioned for us. He

lhis kid couldn't miss.
Then when I saw him al the
press sereening, 1 knew it for

David's intentions, Utall said,
are (o retain his present follow:
mg bhut ta iry to caplure a
mare meadure audienee at the
same lime,




