Changes minor in i"P:;urtriélge"s’ third season

Ey Charles Witheck

HOLLYWOOD—Breezing
glong in their third season,
those cheeping  Pariidges
are slill sitting high in tele-
vision's pear tree.

Pop slar David Cassidy
hustles the concert road as
far as London to be called
the higgest recording star
since the Beatles, and now
voung Danny Bonaduce
seeks to cask in with a

single out on record shelves
fur the Chrisimas holidays.

Otherwise, according 1o
mother Shirley Jones, the
changes have been minor.
Erign Forster fell off a
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horse and spent four weeks -
in hed, and a new school-
teacher, Gladys Haney, took
over as Briam and Danny
advanced (o the junior high
level.

Seasom number three ap-
pears {o be the {ime when
writers sit around puzzling
over new directions, with
tentative romance receiving
heavy play. Shirley batted
her doe eves at a politician
ruoning for the Senale
around clection time, Susan
Dey initiated her first love
scene with a minister a few
weeks later, and hero David
Cassidy flirted briefly with
a visiling princess.

The opma big move oc-
curred this fall when the
travelling family show ae-
tually dared to film a seg-
ment in public. Leaving
their green womb, Columbia
Ranch's stage 30 in Bur-

| bamk, Calif., the cast and

crew flew back to Cincin-
nati, Ohto, to film in the
Kings Island Amusement
Park and managed fo com-
plete the job without being
trampled by shameless fans.
The show, "I Left My Heart
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in Cincinnati,” appears in
January, and Shirley Jones
says, it has a gloss and an
enthusiasm” that is missing
in the weekly stage-hased
product,

“This was an experiment,
=something 1 wanted fo do
the first vear—actually trav-
el,” the aciress {old me.
“Everyone thought I was
crazy then.”

“The traveling iz expen-
sive gpart from arranging
for guards and protection,
but it does wonders for the
perfarmers. Also the crowds
were polite. They just want-
ed to watch a television how
being made. After the sue-
cess we had, I hope we go
out four or five times mext
year.”

Shirley isn't exactly In the
dark over ways to maintain
audience imterest in the
show. “I live ‘The Partridge
Family, " she says. “With
three boys st home, epi-
sodes are written in my
house daily. I've already
heen through most of the
traumas by the time the
writers think them up.”

Looking ahead, Shirley
wouldn't object to shows
ahout the children growing
up, with stories on the older
Partridges going off to col-
lege—normal growth
chzmges the writers haven't
touched upon in the early
Eoing,

The aciress, however, ad-
mits that the kids—child ac-
tors Danoy Bonaduce, Brian
Forster and Suzanne Crough
—have not changed, al-
though Susan Dey has ex-
panded the most. “Susan
was 17 when we started out,
tnd she's changed from a

girl to & woman,” Shirley
reports. “It's been wonder-
ful to watch.”

Asked s she identified with
the youngsiers us they re-
sponded {o the public elam-
or, the actress ackoowl-
edped that she felt the clos-
est fo stepson David Cassidy
because she became &n
overnight discovery at the
same age, 18, in the movie
“Oklahoma.”™

Recalling those days, Shir-
ley admits she was dazzled,
but says, “nothing is ever
guite a5 execiting as the
dreem.” The former Miss
Pittsburgh, a choir si in
Smithtown, Fa., population
800, was able to maintain
her sense of ion in
{}l;l]ywmid, bt;uking the hulla-

oo cakmly, nol makicg a
fuss—qualities she inherited
from her {ather, a brewery
owner.

“I believe in total heredi-
ty,” said Shirley, “'2nd 1 see
it dally in my children,
Shaun, 14, is logical and
organized like me, snd he
sings and writes music. Pa-
trick, 10, is more like his
father, amd Ryan, six, is
hard to categorize vel. He's
quiet and loves to be ml‘.h
adulls so0 he can just listen”

Sweel Shirley has aleo in-
herited a regard for discip-
lire which comes in bamdy
around the house with three
boys lo manage. She wisely
aveids the role of mother to
the child actors en stage 30,
and keeps her relationships
wilh the youngsters on a
professiona] level, staying in
her dressing room belween
setups to maintain her sani-

ty.
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