“This Is The Life’
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TV success story

By PIC FIRMIN
ND-T Religlon Editor

The Rev, Richard Hill believes in early
marning lelevision, especiglly ou Sundays
il Wednesdry's.

Those arte the diys the Lutheran Church
iMissourt Synody  now eelebraling 20 yenes
on television—airs dls shecessiul series of
“This |s The Lie" na (wes channels
roccived in the Mid-Della (8 a.m. Sunday on
Uhannel 6, 2:30 a m, Sunday on Channel 7
ana 6% am. Wednesday an Chanmel 3),

The Rev, Hill, pastar of Faith Lutteian
Church, 1838 Old Leland Road, is o beltever
nat beeause (ke synod contends “Life' is the
Iongest-ruming syndiesled dramalie half.
hour in Wlevision history. butl because af the
60 o 75 letiers he receives monthly from
viewers in Norihwesl Mississippi

1's not the aumber of letters thel impress
sa mich as 1he cantent, which tells im that
the program does well Iwo of ils muojur nims:
10 reach thase who would not otherwise hear
the Gaospell message and {a presenl life's
proldems as they really are and offer some
Christian solulions and partial solutions.

"I Ikink these aré (he main reasons [or Lhe
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success of the program,”” Rev, Hill gaid, “'As
many of the letters indicate, the prograns
are walched by working poeple wha gel up
early. Ard the programs are aboul real
penple with whom they can rolute. One of the
great lailings of s0 many religious programs
is thal they are overly sentimental, 'This 1s
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David Cassidy (right) of television’s ' Parteidge Family™ stars In the reeent
""This 1= The Life™ episode “In a (Quiet Place,” oate of o number of well-
known actors in the Luteran Television sovies.

The Life' is the opposite—it doesn’t make life
secem plastic or Jake, [1's real and the
viewors appreciate ils reality,"

This sampling of quoles fiom recent letiers
show some of what Rov, Hill means:

T work many houry in & week and am not
able to go to church on Sunday because of my
work schedule, *This ts The Life' has really
become part of my life."—Grenada.

“I saw "This 18 The Life' for the lirst llme
this Sunday. Thank you fer your help,"—
Greenville,

“Yaur program is a much-peeded service
in our world loday."—Cary

"I tind your program very enlightening,
You are o be commended for the thought
and efforl you use in presenting it"—
Indianola,

"I walched your progrum and today (he
finme things are happoning in real life. 1
know Lhis from experience."'—llia Bepa.

“I'nank you for your weekly TV program
which we look [orward (o each week. T wauld
like to have a copy of the bouk ‘Hope For
Modern Man.”—Greenville.

“Have walched your show for the Jast 10
vears and have enjoyed the visits from the
pastor.. please send me the baok “Hope For
Muodern Man,"—Clevoland,

“Your broadensl is lhe only religious
pregram I watch on Sunday morning
becausa I must go to work, 1L flils a real ned
in my life." -Boyle.

The letters, mailed by viewers to program
headguariers in S1, Louis, are sent (o pastors
s0 they may visit Lhe writers. Rev, Hill takes
four days off a month te ride his cirenil in
Northwest Mississippl, from Vicksburg lo
the Tennessee state line nnd from Greenvilln
to Grenatla.

“IL means a lol of extra work for me
Leenuse we don't have 2 pastor right now in
Grenada Lo share the visils, bul it's worth
it Rev. Hill asserts. “The visits reinforce
Lhe letters, which scem to prove that “This Is
The Life' {3 cerlainly the most popular
religious program un leleviston'

Tu achieve success in the whimsieal world
of lelevision, a show has to stay ahead of the
game. “This Is The Lifc” i1 obvicusly weil
uhead of the game, Since il was firs| aired In
1952, it has been seen on more Ihan 00
stations in the United States and arcund the
world,

And in 1970 Lutheran Television expanded
its offerings with “Chrisimas [s'", a half-
hour animaled Chrisimas specia] scen on
aver 250 video outlets around the nalion. Thal
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An artist’s view of the preduction
sel of Lulheran Television's “This
Is the Life' series,

mrogram drew top ralings in prime lime in
major eitics and smaller markets, and
received 75,000 mell respopses.,

Apparently the 20 years of liltning in
Hollywand hove given Lulheran Television
Ihe know-how to keep ahead of the television
game

De. Marlin J. Neeb Jr., execulive director
of Lutheran Television, is also confident of
the future: “We are conslantly explering
new melbods of produetion and new markeds
for aur mess:po. 'Christmas 13l is & goed
example. 1L gol (he messqage to prime-lime
audiences through the children's market and
pulled top ratings against lough compe i hon
We can't be contenl o resl om our
lnurels..olher times are being explored.”

Perhaps the hes| lestimany of the suceess
of Lulkeran Television s found In this quote
that Rev. L. Herman Gockel, program
religion direclor, says he heard from an
inslructor in seript-writing:

“Il'you can write for "Ihis Is The Lile,” you
can wrile down for anything.”



