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Az Aduli-Not Teenyhoper 1dol

David Cassidy Seeks Star Status

By MARILYN BECK

Mavid Cassidy has a mas-
ter plan far his fulora: ihe
hransilion [tom lecnyvhopper
idol 1o maintine entertain-
ment slar.
~ U Pve already begun during
this pasl six months 10 make
my music maore sophisticated
And I'my happy 1hat I'm stirt-
lng 10 draw some CI|E1£_‘[' [eo-
ple 1o my shows now.’

Bl what will this do 1o his

fnle as the eldesl tcen-age
son on "“The Partridge Fami-
Iy TV series? How can lhe
series tit in with the more so-
phisticaled plag for ks fu-
ture?
« “I'Il be Ieaving the sorics,”
he says simply. | coan’t slay
farever. I'm prowing up. and
{hough eévervane invelved
with the show acls as il
thev're afraid to discuss the
fact, it is happening, you
know, "

li is indeed, David Uassidy
still sporig a Drince Valiant
hairdn these dayvs, bul thal is
abnut as far as he wanis his
“white knigh!™ image lo ex-
iend. Consequently. *“Sudden-
Iy, P'm Feck’s Bad Jiay. " The
casual =hrnp and altempl ot
a smile can’t hide the [lact
ibat he is upsel over some
penple’s inability 1o realize
thal he iz a 22-vear-oll adult,
nal. (ke leen-age TV charac-
lpr he partrays.

‘- What has shaken up some
of those invoived with Cassi-
dy's career Is a recent Roll-
mg Stone arlicle which
quates  him o his  experi-
enres wilh drugs and quotes
girls an lhewr experiences
wilh him. :

Cassily  grinned. vecalling
ane young woman's descrip-
tion of his prowess in bed. "1
thonghi that was flaitering.
In fact, [ didn't lhink the
averall arficle was as lervible
as some people made oul. I
had a sensalinnplislie  ap-
proach, bul i was generally
[acinal.”

“He did lake exception lo
me aspect — his allilude on
darenbies,  “They made i
sound like I condoned drug

ysape. 1 don't! Sure, I expe

DAVID CASSIDY
+ -« €honge in image
riemenied  aroguml when )
wag in high schanl — jnw

like evervone else — hul 17
never  advecale (the use nl
any drugs 1o anvone, [i's
somelhing yvou have 1o make
up your own mind ahon. lor
me persotally, 1 did it and
I'm ghael — now | know 11's
no! where [ wani In he."

Where David Cassidy dons
wanl lo be is al the top of the
shaw  hisiness Leap i a
long dimie, and he realizes
that to stay there he's gol I1a
hroaden himsel! and (he ex-
lenl of his appeal.

“I's going (o he rough. I'm
prepured for (he worst —. a
lot of people arent really
ready 1o aceepl the chanoe.
Bul I'm confidest 1 will over-
come,"" he says confident by,

lie is alsa confident that,
hy his own definilion, he is
the hailest enteriainer in the
husiness today, "lvis Pres-
ley.” he savs ag il explaining
Dver-The-Counier siock  Jisi-
ines.” he can sell-oul any
hatl, He can alwavs puil &
crowd. But his last 18-12 re-
vards  bave: hoen  stifTs,

He continues, “Me, 've cul
A dnzen reeards in the last 20
manths ~— amt Il of 1hem
have turieed onl 1o e over-i-
ritlion hrst-sellers! My 1aial
record sales sinee “Uhe Par-

tridge Family' staried: 18
millinn!™

David Cassidy knows 1he
ligures  and -quoles  1Them,
Movenver, he is no cardhaard
culoul lg he propped up on @
sthpe o1 hefore  cameras
whilr olhers in the bhack-
weound  manipulale,  program
anel mazirrmingd his ravony,
His managper was with us
during this humehesn  ioler
virw, bl Cassidy did  the
talking. suppliml spme of 1he
mare  impressive delails af
his ¢'oneert 100rs.

"We sold o in Madison
Square  Garden  three-and-a-

Ilis First
GCraduation

Mike Niechols, Academy
Award-winning  direelar  of
“The Cracduale,”™ which will
be eesintroclueod 10 movie-
eoers all over Ame-icg ks
summer, atlended his{irsd
aradiation amd reesived  his
firel  degree.  an hotorary
daclor al leltrrs — a| lhe
University ol Rochesier’s re-
oenl conmencemont exerris-
LE,

“I don't know very much
abaul gradualions, excenpt
what 've seon in the mov-
ies,"” quipped Nichals, exptain-
ing that be had allended "a
very progressive high schonl
which dida'l have zradus-
ligns,” amd lnen wen! on in
Ibe Liniveirsity of Chieago,™
pob  distracted  and  newver
reide sradnatod M
hall days aller  the tickets
went on sale, In the Hausion
Asirodome in March we drew
a crawrdl of 56723 — 1o Iwo
matinees lhe same day. We
alsn  hroke alendance re-
vards al the Carden Slate Art
Cenier in New Jersey,”

Ite mwlded. “I'm an the
wad praciivally every
weekend apd | plan lo keep
up thal doad sl through sin-
mer, going intn Chicaga July
N and . Then, in Septem-
her, Il prahakly appear in
England where my record,
"Coudd 1 be Forever?, is now
number one, "'

Andl o moes David Cassiay,
Number One Cemmaodity of
the Year, Bt be knows it
¢an go on farever — pat un-
Irss he ran make the transi.
tian fram Icenvhopper idel la
inAinline pnieriaines



