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There were great changes in the life of Shirley Jones

By LAWRENCE LAURENT
Washington Post Service

WASHINGTON — Shirley
Jones wasn't always inter-
ested in show business.

She didn't even start to sing
“until T was3or4."

She was a church soloist in
her hometown, Smithton. Pa.,
at the age of 5 The teen
years were spent in high
school plays and operettas
and she never did get to col-
lege. Show business inter-
vened.

At 19, when many girls are
pressing orchids into books to
remember the college prom,
Shirley Mae Jones was me-
morizing her seven vear con-
tract with the composing-
producing team of Richard
Rodgers and Oscar Hammer-
stein. She went into the cho-
rus of ‘“South Pacific; into
the road company lead of
“Me and Juliet” and into
“Me and Juliet” on Broad-
way.’

SHE WAS the star of her
first motion picture, singing
the role of Laurey opposite

Gordon MacRae in *‘Oklaho-
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Her fifth movie was “El-
mer Gantry” and it resulted
In an Academy Award “Os-
car” as the best supporting
actress of 1960. By then, she
was a doddering 26 vears old.

Ten vears and 12 motion
pictures later, bone weary

from supper club engage-
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Shirley Jones

ments and summertime tent
show tours, Shirley Jones set-
tled down to a television ser-
ies. Everyone knew that *‘The
Partridge Family" didn't
have a chance. It was sched-
uled against a new Andy Grif-
fith series on CBS-TV and ev-
ervyone knew that Andv's
shows had always ranked
among the 10 most popular
shows on television.

Andy knew what hit him.

His “Headmaster” series was
a preachy attempt at “‘relev-
ance” and, worse, for Andy,
“The Partridge Family” un-
leashed one of those phe-
nomena of the early 1970s. It

was David Cassidy, a shooting
star among the teeny bopper,
pre-pubescent girls whose
tastes change faster than the
Washington weather.

“The Partridge Family_:‘_'*

was openly modeled on
& mother-and-children musi-
cal group called the Cowsills.
Shirley was the mother and

included among the five child-
ren was David Cassidy, Shir-
ley's step-son.

The first 1970 season found
the fan magazines — read al-
most entirely by the very

ALL EDITIONS

Phoenix, Sunday, July 30, 1972  The Arizona Republic N-7

young — switching from Bob-
by Sherman to David Cassi-
dy. A song introduced on TV,

“I Think I Love you,” demon- -

strated quickly that David
Cassidy was going to have
one of those three vear runs
as the idol of young girls.

The craze is now running
out and David Cassidy — a
very rich young man — can

start trying to move from
bubble gum to beefsteak.

Equally great changes took
place for Shirley Jones. When
we talked, she said: "I went

from a soloist to a group
singer. I went from a pop
singer to a rock singer. I
even had to learn to drive a
bus.” She had never driven a
vehicle with a gearshift,
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