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. LONDON — “'Polities and pot are
.}"eeping the Beatles apart.” Paul
i cCartney said as he sal betore a
_,er_a'ck!ing fire in the much-used tamily
:ﬁmrp of his stone mansion in the ex-
'Eﬁ*kfm St. John's Wood section of Lon-

-E_E"Help me..if you can,” he said emoti-
-:umlly. “Plead my case for me. Tell them in
:21: United States that I want to go there
e sperately.

'1'-; “Tell them™ he continued. pointing to-
:\ga'rd his American-born wife Linda, “that
:\!rfe‘re Just ordinary lamily people I'm 30
years id now and a responsihle citizen. We
‘have 3 children | LIKE.” ke emphasized.
Ypeople over 39, And then there's (his silly
marijuana charge against me that's keeping
Jre from getting a visa. "' - :
* The US. State Depariment’s refusal to
grant McCartney permission to enter the
U.S. and the deportation order against John
Lennon are the wedges thal prevent a reun-
ion of the group that a decade ago changed
the young around the world

d

Lennon can't leave

“If Jokn leaves the States they won't let
him back in. lie can stay unlil they rule on
his appeal. anyway But they won't want to
leave until Yoko finds her duughter. So for
the present. even though we would probably
want to get together again. it's the US.
Government that's keeping us apart.
Please. tell them we're geod people.” he re-
peated.

“1Cs all very unfair.” Linda said. pouring
coffee she had just brewed.

“Linda makes the best coffee.” Paul said.
And as [ W pnderscore the point he added.
"1t’s the best. It's American, like Linda.".

*Jail the pushers™

“We're not criminals.” Linda insisted.
“We've never taken hard drugs of any sort,
We'd like to see pushers jailed. Bul smoking
marijuana is something else '

As an’ American citizen, Linda could re-
turn lo the U.5. bul she won't leave
McCartney to do so. In the meantime. her
father and brother. who happen to be Paul's
lawyers. come lo see them. They had all
been put together the night before and the
MeCartneys were in the process of packing
for a holiday in the sun with their 3 children.

“Like I was saying.”” McCartney went on.
“we're ordinary people who take vacations
and lalk to people on the beact. We've met
a lot of Amernican couples like that _just sit-
ting and talking.™

The casualness of meeting other people is
not afforded to the McCartneys at home.
Here they are virtually barricaded from the
oulside by a high green electronic gate. Vis-
itors must announce themselves into an im-
personal hole in the fence. A housekeeper's
voice magically opens the double doors
which swing into a paved courtvard and re-

veal Paul’s fire-engine red Lamberghini and
Linda's Rolls Royee convertible.

“Zao gangn"{

The housekeeper opens the door to their
home and guests are met by a parade of
their dogs: an old English sheep dog named
Martha. a Dalmaition pamed Lucky, their
olfspring a.Palmation-sheep dog called Cap-
tain Midnight, and a golden Labrador called
Poppy. They jumped over a hobby horse in
the hall and ran in and through a playpen in
the farnily room.

“They're our ‘zoo gung'.” Paul jesled,
and then expleined that he had just com-
pleted writing the theme song for a new
lelevision series for NBC called *“The Zoo
Gang.” which will star Brian Keith, Lili
Palmer. John Mills, and Barry Morse.

This was Lhe secoand time in recent
manths that McCartney has been asked to
write heme music. Only recently he com-
pleted the music for “Live and Let Die™
the new James Bond film. Paul is modestly
reticent to agree with the strategy of both
producers who believe the MeCartney mag-
ie will insure the success of their projects

Memories not enough

“Idon’t know if "Zoo Gang™ will be a hit or
nat. Of course. | hope it will be, as [ hope
everylhing 1 do will be. T am anxious to
make a name for mysell NOW. That's why |
work so hard. Obviously. I don't drive my-
self to make more money. But it is impor-
tant to me to be an entity unto myself. 1
don’t want to be like a retired general talk-
ing about his last war. v

“1 don't want to be someone who WAS,
You know what | mean?” he asked. ' David
Cassidy is NOW. People here are screaming
for David Cassidy. They don't pass him on
the street and say. 'vou know who he used to
be’. 1 want to he part of today. And T want
my children to see me work ™

His 3 children -~ Heather. 10. Mary. 3 and
18-month-old Stella — provide him with his
basic motivation, he said.

“Look. Heather knows who the Beatles
are.”’ Paul gaid "Bul my 3-year-old has no
idea who they are and surely the baby will
not Know what the Beatles were, Kids are
only interested in what's now — not what
was. Adults are interested in whal was. [
don’t want to stay away from the public and
say that I was a Beatle. David Cassidy says
"I AM David Cassidy’. And. right now, e
has it all over me."”

New record album

If McCartney were in the driver’s seat,
lhe Beatles would be together. although he
has not seen George Harrison and John Len-
non since their bitter split b years ago. He
saw Ringo Starr recently when Ringo came
to England to finish a new album which will
reunile the Beatles on a single LF, if not in
person,

"Ringo called and asked, if I would cut a
few tracks. 1 was more than happy to do it.
He came here and we went down to the stu-

- Tell them we're good people!’

dios. If George and John were here it would
have been fike old times.” he said poignant-
ly. George and John had done some tracks
for the LP in Los Angeles earlier

After the first few months of their separa-
tion. the four began to make contact with
one another by letter and phone, Paul said.

"It hurt at first. 1 thought it was the end
of my career. We were all very angry. But
now all 1s forgiven. John asked me if 1
would play at one of his concerls last year 1
guess 1 could have gotten a visa then. but [
had commitments with Wings (the group he
and Linda formed about a year ago). We
had a tour of Germany going and I couldn’t
get away."

Talk of the past

Ringo played the drums and Faul the pi-
ano during the session. They talked about
the past but not about the future. Paul re-
vealed. :

1 didn’t want to ask him about getting to-
gether ggain. He asked me to play on his al-
bum as a favor and I didn’t want to ask him
to return the favor again immediately. |
will when the appropriate tirmne occurs.”

Besides the obstacles placed by the gov-'
ernment action. there is nothing to keep the
famous four from reuniting now thatl Allen
Klein has relinquishied his maragement in-
terest in George. John, and Ringo.
McCartrey cited,

Paul. who looked at Klein as the catalyst
of the separation said. "I never thought T
would feel sorry for Klein. He mada it diffi-
cult and put us against each other. Bul 1
guess T feel a little sorry for him now. He's
out anyway. and for me that's a good sign,”

If [t's not passible for the four to recap-
ture what they had, then Paul sees them
working together in various combinations
“Maybe Ringo and George and I will do
something or George and John will work to-
gether at different times. 1 don’t think any
of us would have any trouble drawing an au-
dience.”” '

Moderate success

Meanwhile, Paul has been content ta work
with Wings and has an extensive tour of
England planned for May with the group.
which has achieved moderate success in
Britain and on the Continent. Right now
they have a hit with “My Love.” which was
written by Paul and Linda. and they are
about lo release an album. called “Red
Rose Speedway.” in conjunclion with the
tour

Paul is most serious about a career and
recently signed Vince Romeo to manage
fim. Vince had been an agent with CMA and
as such represented Grand Funk Railway
among other clients, Grand Funk retained
Lindn’s brother and father as legal counsel
and they in turn recommended Yince to
Paul.

As the red lights of an electronic seulp-
ture blinked in the background. Linda sum-
med up the reaction to Wings Paul looked
on approvingly as Linda said. "We love
show busipess. don’t we?™

She's been plaving the organ with Wings
and enjoying 1L, but admits that the eritics
have not been generous with their praise.

“Tm alraid whalever we do will always
be a letdown. We'll always be compared Lo
the Beatles and measured accordingly.”” she
said.



