My friend
Cassidy

KING OF THE
WEENY-BOPPERS

NO ONE took any notice of the shambling figure in

the long, tatty overcoat.
With a cloth cap pulled down over hig face and horn-

rimmed glasses, he shuffled out of a taxi and through the
thousands of weeny-boppers milling outside the baseball
stadium in Antwerp, Belgium,

They were there to watch pop idol David Cassidy in the dress
rehearsal of his British tour, which starts this week,

And I dread.to think what they would have done if they'd
known the real identity of the man in the long overcoat. For
some of them had paid more than £3
of their pocket money to see him, David
Cassidy, King of the Weeny-boppers.

The disguise is the only way he can slip
unnoticed into a concert hall or stadium
without being torn limb from limb.

It was a good
British trip,
his chartered Caravelle jet touches down.

After that, just about anvthing can go
for what promises to be the wildest pop

warm-up, though, for his
which begins tomorrow when

tour ever.
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No hotel will risk the in.
vasion of teeny-bopper fans
—a fear that is even greater
for private house-owners.

So at the moment, David
—said to be earning £5,000 a
night for his concert tour—
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up with them at Antwerp.

It meant renewing =
{riendship with David that
began when 1 *scooped”

. ‘T must
not let

getting him as a guest on
my BB.C. show last Sep-
tember.

We seemed to hit it oft
pretty well—maybe it's be-
cause we are both on the
“diddy" side—and a few
days later 1 was his guest
aboard Ocean BSabre, the
vacht he chartered on the
Thames for his last British
VisiL

1 knew then the sort of
security that’s needed o
guard him from his fans.

Because as he chatted
happily on the deck of the
yacht, teenage girls dived
into the Thames to try and
swim oul to their golden
1dol.

Fortunately, they were res-
cued by a police launch—
50 who knows what they
are going to get up to this
week?

What sort of social life
does David enjoy during all
this?

In his dressing-room he
told me: “ I've absolutely no
social, life at all

“Throughout the week
I've been out and enjoved
fresh air for exactly one
hour.

“Th® was In Hambury,
whnen I managed to s&lip ons
of my hotel and hop into a
car for a drive into the
country.

“ While in England I was
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A special Sup-
day People
interview by the
TV personality
and top DJ who
is on tour with
the new king of
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let them down.”

I was able to see v,
what he meant abe - 1
pressures while we e
Antwerp.

While his entourags =g
down to a dinner o -ress
and salad in the i~ Ao
restaurant of the fii=..-
Amigo Hote! in -y
Brussels, David a'e |
locked away in hs s
room.
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fascinating.

Hysteria

He gryrated on siage o g
white skin-tight jumo-<
with multi-culou:od
embroidery and a ;
coloured belt,

It was an act
to wring the la<: ¢
hvsteria from an a
that was entirel oML P
and entirely teenay 1
from one or tn
who have chaperon:
daughters.
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Read the Sunday
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