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Last fling of a teenage idol

D AV ID CASSIDY,
that musical epitome
merchandising
dream machine,
arrived secretlyv 1n
London last week In
readiness to play six
concerts in three
days at Wembley's
Empire Pool, start-
ing last Friday night.

He s undoubtedly
playving out the last eight
months of his weenybop
idolatry; a particular sec-
tion of the »~ market
strictly governed by the
age and vouthfu] image
of the particular idol.

Cassidy s nearing 23,
aithough he plays the part
of an 18-yvearold in the
Amencan " series “The
Partrnidge Family.” and.
indeed. with the help of
heavily applied make-u
and fellne movements o

by MICHAEL WALE (who accompanied David Cassidy on his current tour)

stage he still can look his flop, when he auditioned for unger than he was. “But tra - Wives,” as in Madrid It is 2 cocoon of neurocsis
mythical age the pilot _show of “The nnnn stopped that " when the band and their which no doubt is respon-
He 1s. therefore., the Partndge Family” just over indeed. the interesting ?nu, :“m hl:lﬂin lln- sible, among other f{actors,
answer to a lot of little three years ago. When the thing about the Cassidy “’."‘“"d N er $4 pony for bringing Mr.
irls’ dreams. and the Il_'ln‘w ﬂﬂ:'l the go-ahead it phenomenon is a continuing II';.l'l‘l:tln an ﬁ:]: ‘[T.kuﬁd ;ﬂll in a rash of now
olsterer of a lot of was David the fan maga- sand-in-the-oyster  feeling Nl chatan 3 aalasty amous spots.
busmessmens expense zines latched onto as the between man and manage- :hﬂ':ls Shd ii:m::idadm:u“t:e
sccounts Drevious “American hers  himatt or ‘b amirices  fown 1o Germany in_the Parity
A hero bby Sherman. public relations man _Jim DOsier Thet Seeil wes . % What _he represents to
The  advantage  that . More recently he ealth 1S__I0ee. e little girls is purity, the old-
Cassidy had. was that he has discarded that highly Mezxico than anywhere alse fashioned shining knight in
In Britain we rely more could sing. and soon It was important ingredient of the on earth i not shining armour,
on the raw material being realised that he was a 70s. his record producer (Oddly the woman behind shimmering re-hugging
ood. as in the case of The bigrer property than “The And behind the scenes his him, Ruth Aarons, was outfits. His six London con-
atles and the majority of Partridge Famaly™ itself. current tour has been missing from the Continen. certs are aimed at satisfy-
our other successfu 511'0\1;:5. A whole industry grew up strangely paradoxical tal part of his first and may- inga t least 60,000 of these
T ey g i, e g e P n
: aimed totally at e giris Her place was taken by a result | %
were The Monkees, who from the age of 10 to about ".u.l" 22.year-old girl who. — d;m'bu::é. ;;‘Lmﬂ
when they came together 18 (although that mt‘ht be haps a prdﬂﬁltllr. had last areas like magazine “"
could no! play a note of debatable — 18 can be very He has been touri worked for a Los Angeles lishing aimed purely at this
music They were picked old 1n weenybop lerms) Eumg in a8 Caravelle, hir psychiatrist. markel, souvenirs with
for their looks. The hits Cassidy himself told me by Bell Records, with a Yet she had never been things like flags with
followed buwilt by a T last week that on his first Elﬂ of about 30 including on a2 pop tour before. There Cassidy’'s face on them,
series _ iwo records his voice was is band and their ladies. were as well two American posters, teeshirts, even
Cassidy was 2 teenage T\ electronically made to lrdeed some of the scenes | law students, presumabl special David Cassidy heart-
bit-part actor, who had ailso sound higher than it was, witnessed .were more like working their way throug embossed official fan note-
appeared In a Broadway so that he would seem that fine old movie “Orches- college. paper.,
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