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It was an svenlful vear for
the Hubklegum enlertainment
indusivy, Idivid Casside, for
leur vears the idol of millions of
leeny- and weeny-hoppers, hus
apnounced he's leaving ''The
Fartridge Pamilv' and {s going
off to "ive a lthe'™ Donoy
CGsmond’s  veice  ehanged.
Merrill Osmond becgme Lhe
first of the singing Mormaon
brothers (e get married (the
fz1ms are taking itokay) and twe
of the JJackson Five gotl
marcicd, One ol them (Tita
even fatlered a child. and also
faves charges in California of
receiving a stolen amplilier
and tapc recorder. (A [(amily
spokesmar says Tite has
raaeipts to sliow hie paid for the
SILIF and they're sure the cage
will be Llhrown oul of courl.}

The mulli-millien  dollar
bubtBlegum indusiry — &
record, convept, magazine aad
souvenir-producing  establis-
hmen! aimeod al Amerciea's
troughlyi 20 miliion girls
between the ages of 5 apd 15 —
has been gaining maomentum in
recert  wears through ihe
phenomenal zuccess of ils
handful of top teen idols.

Following he methods of
othier pockets of special interesi
in lhe enlertainment lietd
(rock, pop, Foung adult, family,
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Bubblegum Bust

Teen Idol Industry Hits Slump

As Cassidy, Osmonds Grow Up

ele .}, the bubblegum crowd
churis out hil records and
tzievision shows, souvenir
aulograph bocks and pillow
Cases with the same
profeszional wizardry that has
made the esnterzinment -
dustry an industry.

The kit regords may not be
the best sellers of Lhe vear, and
perhaps few over 21 havo ever
beard of David Cassidy or 1he
O=mands, but the power of their
screaming, rabidiy devoled
faes is slrong enough to make
these stars (gnd others?
millionaires. Donny Jsmond is
pnly 1%, bul his face and per-
sonra have helped sell over 10
millign records.

Al the moment, however, Lhe
Lubiblegum Man indusiry is in a
SIUMp.

Record and magazine sales
arg down, and conceris mav
Laxe weeks to sell nol rather
than hours. Cassidy, whese
firet =mingle, "I Think 1 Love
You," was released in 1970 and
sold 5% million coples, didn'l
even get into the charls with: his
latest album, *“"Dreams Are
Mulhin® More Than Wishes,'
The highest the Osmonds®
lutesl recotd rtocached on
EBillpoard Magarine's chart
was 58, which hardly compares
with their farmer ability to get
fate the top 20 just by releasing
a new recoed.

THE FACT 15:

4 BOTTLES OF WIKE
DAILY FOR 23 YEARS
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» On August 11, 1920, nine men went on a
hunger sirike in Cork Prisen, lreland, for
?4 days. They owe their lives to expert
maedical attention.

® The longest recarded period for which a
person has veluntarily gone without sleep
is 17 days. 18 hours, 55 r.inutes.

* A man in England averaged drinking more
ihan_4 boltties of wine per day for 23 vears,
He is believed to have amptied 35,8388

Qur Great Jarvary Clearance Sale is still
very much in progress. Further reductions
havs been made on many ftems: sults, sport
coats, slacks, sweaters and jackets pius
many rmare are naw at prices vou cannot
afford to pass up. Take advantage of this
fabulous once a year safe row.
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Tha reason. say the editors,
press agents angd managers, is
thal the industey is in A state of
“Iransition,”

"*The screamers in ithe first
row four years ago are now 18
or 19 and married.” said
Jacksen Five tour manager
Jack Nanece., ““They aren't
buying records.” Apd rodav's
YOURE tecns are waiting Fer
their pwn show business (dols

The stars and their fans ar:
simply growing up, and in
many cases Lhe love alfair is
ending. In addition, industry
sources ecomplain, here are
ng new Nuember One Fave
teen idols wal swurfacing, no
Irresislible teem-age heart
throbs to inspire the kind of
devolicn that demands pasters
for the bedroom walls, reeords
te dream with and concerts to
5Coream at.

“This happens every now and
ten,'” savs CGloria 5Slavers,
editor of ihe senicr of the teen
magarzines, "16." “0Of course
they're still hundreds of girls
wha say they will love Donny
till they die, but basically my
girls are hored with him."

Mies Stavers has been a Leen
fen mug editoc for 16 vears. and
she's seen the cyele, the boom
period and the oocoling off,
many timas,

“I 7eally can't axplain it,"
she says after calling to an
assislent for a glass of water
and two aspirin. 1 Lhink if you
want to fall in lowe you'll fall in
love — if you don't, yeu don't."”

Chuek Laufer. who pullishes
Fave, Tiger Leal, Tiger Beal
Speclacular, and Right-COn, has
a theary that all teen idais have
a 2-l3-yesr (Eive or take a few
monthsy “flush” period  for
merehandising  and  idelatey,
and 1hat the current depression
is due l¢ the fact that David and
Dhonngy s eyeles have simply ran
outl. But he thinks the girls are
ready to [abl in fove if presented
with the appropriate malerial
== mnamely the DelFranco
Famiiy, five lialian Canadians
that his company is “handiing”
1“please don't 5a%
‘managing,"” he says!.

afler 4 vear of grooming aod
lecking for ihe “'right
material.,” Lhe three brothers
amnd Lwo sisters have a Na. 4
recard, “Heartheal - it's a
Levenent.” Tneir Eather hag
e fuil Bis jodb 45 8 custodian
in g nickel pizrt in Ontario and
maoved 1o Los Angeles.

Laufer says the nesl teen idal
is undeubtedly going to be Tony
DeFranco. i4, lhe youngest and
lead singer of Lhe graup.

“The mail 5 Tony &l the
way,” he reports T’y com-
gurable o what we gat for
Cassidy and Donny al  ihis
slage, The kid's a malural,”

The DeFrancos have nat vt

started dning live per-
formapees — Laufer says they
are ol guite rexdy — but he
lested them out with a [ree
show For 7MW girls in Buflalo
just ta see if “the fever was
there.” According te him. it
was. The group's bubblegum
rock sound and wholesome
family image, modeled on all
the cther teen slars énd their
bouncy, simple songs. may be
whai the seredmers are waiting
for.

There are other hopefuls
[eatlured in the glossy pages of
the dozen or 20 fan magazines.
ingluding Andy Williams'
adglescent twin nephews, wha
cing: the Syearald gtar of a
cogmimercial for a chain of
Califaernia hamburger
carryouls; and a pretty
Australian singer of the ad-
vanced age of 23, And for the
firet time Since Annctte
Funircello sfole ihe hearts gf
milligns in her heyday on (he
Mickey Mouse Club, 2 female is
lrying for the atention of the
young audience.

She is Marie Jdsmond, 14,
sister of the brothers. Marie §s
being promoted as “a star in
her own right,” ascearding to
one of the family's press
agents, and will ke hooked
separately.

Her first single has made No.
7 on the charis. it's “"Pupor
Hoses.'" a melancholy tzale of
false love, which she sings in.
whal is being called a “'country
pap'’ style produced by
country-and-western music
veteran Sonny James.

The rest of the Osmands, whe
have sold over 18 million
records te daie, seem Lo have
shifted the focus of Lheir mass
adulatian eoverseas, Great
Brilain in particular,

Heathrow Airport in Landon
was recently elosed to inetming
rock graups indefinitely az g
result of the pandemonium
caused by Osmond's fans at
their arrival last yvear. Airport
officials expressed ¢oprern
“lhat fans on hand te grect the
American rock group might
riot and be maimed or killed.*

Tickets fopr the Eroup’s
concert  at  lhe 3,000-seal
Rainbow Thealer in London
went an sale over a month ago.
Girls staried queueing up Lhe
day hefore the box office was
due 1o open, 50 Lhe unfortunaie
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DAONMNY OSMOND
... changing voice

Box office manzger decided (o
open a1 midnight.

The stir created by those who
arrived 4t the official opening
time of 11 a.m. Sunday forced
the gcheduling of an additianal
copcert, for which tickets were
s3d through a loltersy,

Far the first time, the
bruthers had to end a2 concert
eafly when fans roshed the
glage n Manchesier andd
severdl were Injured Tzl were
treated and peleased),

“The Osmonds really pot
apset when {ans @et hart,"" said
a spolkeswaman.

They have added a
chzreggraphed karate ballet to
their aect, which previgusly
included rock musie, juggling,
strobe lights and a barberzhop
guariet,

Their Jatesl album is alsa a
departure from their uwsusl
bippety-bap rock. Cheistened
“The Plan."” it represents the
five Mormon  brothers'
“philosophy on life and hew
they see it.™"

Lush with orchestral strings
and rigged with electretic
wizardry sounding like an
infapt’s cry, it comes off as
rematkably reminiscont of the
Bealles *'Sgt. Pepper” sliwgm,
except thet, well, thev aren't
the Beatles.

L

David Cassidy's press agent
was worried about just what
questionz the I5-yeargld star
was going to be asked.

“He wants to be considered
grown-up now,* she said. “"He's
fed up wilh all those ‘what's
your flaveorite coler” in-
lerviews "

Indeed, after nearly four
¥ears as the abject of [ran-
tically passionate hero-waorship
frem millions of girls ranging
frew age 4 Lo 16, David has had
it. “The Partridge Family.”
the television show  that
catapulted him into the dreams
of millions, has alsa had it,
having been rescheduled op-
pasite “'All in the Family™ this
SEas00.

“IL was a wonderful ex-
perience.”” Cassidy sald
recenily in a phone interview
fram Calilornia, it it"s been
real hard for me o s tnto that
Keith Pariridge suit and try to
have fun with it lately, Con-
iractually 1 couldn't leave, s
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