Hundreds fall vietim to the” big Cassidy crush
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Hundreds of hysterical teen-
agers collapsed at yester- . -,
day's Melbourne Cricket L
Crround concert by American e ;
pop star David Cassidy. : | Ea—

More than Z3) youngsiers faint- 50 . .
ed, G0 were trested for heat i = :
exhaustion and dozens received
mibnor culs and abrasions as the . % '
35.000-strong crowd surged to- ¥ LT M 1
wards the stage.

Four pedple — & pirl with a
broken arm, others with eya
and head injurles — were
taken Lo hospital. They were
released last night. .

The olficer in charae o fthe 80-
man police conlingent at the
show (Commander J, O"Connor)
said he was “dispusted” by
crovwd control arrangements,

Commander O'Connor said lator
he would veto any future pop
concéris unless there worp I]JJEL
ter crowd control procedures.

He said the concert organisers,
Hrtfrir M. Miller and Moomba,
shouid have built stecl barriers
across Lhe ground to break up
the crowd.

“The Health Depariment agreed
to these lacilitiez but we would
nol have done £0," Commander
OrComsor said,

“Some of these children eould
have been crushed to death.”
Superintendent M, D. Phelan, of
the St. John Ambulance Bri-
gade, zaid last night: "Il those
kids had zurg forward at
once they could have pushed

the slage owver”

He said police would be given
& report this week criticlsing
the design of scaffolding ercct-
ed to hold Lhe amplifiers at
yesterday's concerl

Superintendent Phelan said  the
25-foot high structures could
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have collapsed under prossure ABOVE: The eause of it all — Ameriea's David Cassidy — takes to the
from the crovd. drums as part of his act for 35,000 at the MCG, BELOW : A girl in the crowd
It was sheer mayhem as Cassidy is dragzed over the barrier by police and St. John Ambw.inee men.

ramp on to the SLige at yester-
day's Moomba concert. Girls
aped eight and nine were crush-
#d against barricades and somo
were led screaming from  the
crowd.

Police and 5t John Ambulance
yvelunteers carried 250 children
backstage [or treatment.

Commander O'Connor threatened
o stop the concert unless the
crowd stopped pushing for-
ward.

CE‘.r.md}' told his strcaming fans:
I love you but | want vou 1o
do me a favor, Just pusﬁ back
80 no one pets hurt. If you
don': I'll have o go off."

Concert organiser, Harry M. Mil-
ler, said later: “The “agonv is
very real for a leenager. They
can gel =0 close (o someons
they really love, but we won't
let them get any eloser™

Al the end of the 140-mbinute con-
cerl, Cassidy’s bodyguards
threw the singer into a car be-
hind the stage and drove him
to Lthe MCC members® en-
closure where a limousine was
willing [o (ake him to his
hotel.

Bul the ear skidded on the MCG
lurl and smashed into the
white iron foence. Cassidy was
unhurt.
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