Hysterical teens stampede at
David Cassidy concert

May 26, 1974 That March, pop star
David Cassidy had been described as a
“health hazard” by an Australian minis-
ter. Some 300 teenagers had suffered

minor injuries at a Melbourne concert,

where fans worked themselves into an
agitated lather in their affection for the I
Think I Love You- crooning heartthrob.
In London two months later, a crowd of
35,000 at White City Stadium was simi-
larly frenzied. In the crush to get closer
to the stage, several fans were trampled.
One, 14-yvear-old Bernadette Whelan,
never recovered from her asphyxiation.
Cassidy sent a note of condolence to her
parents; a coroner called her “a vietim of
contrived hysteria” and suggested that
“trendy, high platform shoes” had con-
tributed to girls tumbling in the swarm.

Cassidy took a hiatus from performing.
Exhausted at the age of 24, he never re-
gained his pop-culture eminence.

For more photos, see our Moment
In Time gallery at globeandmail.com



