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David Cassidy tries to

shed teenybop image

By Jomes Johnson
LOFMTIN

David Cassidy. lor so long

a number one pin-up. i’

now only a teen hero
with 'reluctance. The
American sipger. who
was once even described
as the most screamed at
singer since Elvis Presley.
is trying to shrug off his
teenybop  image and in

London recently has been’

explaining why with some
gravity.

For the firm time you can
talk o the real David Cas

sidy. " he tnforms rather’

grandly. “Before | was just
2 manulactured image.
Peaple used wo think | was

the ngive. bay next door
with nothing 10 wfier with

my miusic Ilr! oyl io prove
thermn WD

To back up all the hy'pcrhul.c_ |

a new album has just been
released which indeed
reveals a more adule
approach for Cassidy even il
it will never be hailed ]
any kind of rock epic.

But try as he might on this vis
it he has, as dsual been
hounded by a clutch of
female admirers. It means
litele of his personal life
seems 1o have charged

As he talked at the offices of -

RCA Records this week. a
body-guard sat in the cor-
ner with the kind pf impas.

sive expression  peculiar o

men of his calling.

And a few vards away a film
crew  hovered  watting  for
their pre-arranged ten min-
utes with the scar.

You mustn't ger too  close,
" they were told by a2 record
execulive  before  Cassidy's
L arcival.

Sansﬂivn

“David is very sl'na:tl'-'t' 1o
closeps, U you. ger witdin
e kel kick vouw our.”

Cassidy himself has,- however.

always been one of the
more irderesiing and erratic
of teenage phenomena.

* Over the las two years he
has announced he was going
to retire several tmes over,
Also he has appeared more
human and failible than the
usual clean-limbed pro-
totype, He was never the
right man for ghe pare from
the beginning.

There 'was once. for example.
a memarable ariicle in the
American Rolling Stone

According

He shrugs and says:

O ass s Sercam-,

magazime which blew . the
gall on ‘his dealings with
airts and mild soimulans

1w Cassidy: “Most
of u was true. | had a girl
with me thar might when
they came around. | liked
her 2o 1 slept with her.”

Alse he appears 1o enjoy his

large following among the
gay fraternity. Lately he has
been pin-up of the maonth
in Gay Mews and made the:
front page of another maga-
iine Gay Encouncer.

j ; :
Sava David: 1 think it's

hilarious. ™

Fed up

It ‘dows therefore not scem oo

_out of character for Cagsidy
1o announce thar he 15 fed
up with being the staple
diet of ween dreams. He says
he mever wanted it in the
first place and for that rea-
son became deerientared by
s success.

“When 1 was a voung

wnknown actor on the Par-

inidge Family 1 signed my
name away. ©here was linde
I could do abour i,

‘I was wrned inte something
1 wasn't
“Eventually | was like an ﬁnl_:--,

tipnal yo-ye. | was high ong
day and inte Inrn:dl'hl.n |n{!n

the nesxt o _,;T,-.
No time ][
My girl-Friend lefu E

because | couldn't give He
encugh vme - bue 1 did
have enough time fpr
mysell. 1 coyldn't cope with
making records: the i-
ness hassles, success and
trving o keep a relationship
going.

-

‘It was 1hen 1ht|.|: i decided

drop out of it all. | becam
a wvegetable for-a while.
had twa collapses d.ﬁ.ﬂ
became a recluse,

“mvow for the Firs umt; I don't

feel like U'm ac\tmg at what
T'm daoing. ™

As yet though it has had little

impact on his fans, Cassidy

may be weary of girls

screaming at him but there
is litele he can do wo avoid

-

“I that's
their trip. | dan't rexlly
mind.” befare adding
hopelully

“TheyTe growing up all the
Lifme.

. » —Express



