Shirley Jones may not keep sons from show biz

By Yersnon Scott

HOLLYWOOD (UPI} -~ Shirley
Jones, who made her movie debut In
checkod 18.yearoid, s ‘having, it
ficulty d _ber offspring
from dropping their “educatin for
show biz.

Hor scn, Shaun Cagslidy, 18, stars in

the new ''Hardy Bowvs™ television
series. Son Fat, 15, who plays drums

TY in review .

and sings with 4 group at his high
n:houli:ifi anxious 10 chuck the
and jump full time into television.

So far Shirley’s youngest, Ryan, 11,
hasn't shown any Iatersst In
becoming an aclor oF singer.

Shirley's stepson, David Cassidy,
set a glowing example for his three
half-brothers by with her
as a leenager in "'The Partridgs
Family* for four years., ]

Shirley 13 confronted with the im-
possible siiuation of telling her olf-
spring 1 g&t an aducation before
considering a life of bright lights and
greasepaint.

“I've never been

in favor of

children going into show business —

ﬂpenlalz mine,” Shirley said. “I've

wanted tohaven educybon

first. It's especially important for

:ﬁs. Their father agreed with me oo
LII

was divorced from the Late
dey veral years

B¢ apc.

During the last years of Cassldy’s Ilfe

be was from his sor, David,

Ingeed, David was closer fo his
stepmother than be was 1o his father,

Jack and Shirley shared the thought

that David's booming career had

admlmpmmLLpurt in the

estrangemen

She has gone lo great lengths to
prevent any such occurrence in ker
govwn family.

“Show hﬁ.lslnmii 5o unstable [ teel
my sons should be pregared to do

things,” Shirley said.

“On the other side of the coim,
Shgun, Pat and Ryan have grown up
in a successful theatrical family.
They aren’t accustomed to seelng

- {milure. - Jack bad an enormaualy

ful career, and lovd knows
%P:ew'wmking steadily since they
were born,
*1f they'd ever had any doubts, the
boys only had fo look at David, who
was an idol for four years. They sal

around the television set and watched

_every ona of cur ‘Partridge Family

FiThen David would come over 10

the house and talk to them about the
excitement and fun be was having.
1Al pur friends are show L:og
arguments against going
I;mu};henmmtmmdpmwmh.
aand when [ tell them how lm-
r.tmt an education is, they are
to point out that neither Jack
nﬂr%nttomllm—md neither did
David.” _
Shirley has mixed feelings about
Shaun's sudden fame in “The Hardy
Boys.” Naturally, she's pleased with
hix success but she worrles about it

100 ;

“T{ the show becornes & smash bit,”
ghe spes
a sensation Imlﬂr:id “l:?h II ;Mﬂﬂl‘
what effect it will have on o,

“Chaun and 1 are terribly close and
we talk the situation aver all the time.
But I remember 50 clearly when he
was in high school how he wanted to

out and tour with hishaod.

“Fortunately, Shaun has seen the
gdmdlhehndﬂmha:hmudh

vid, And David has discussed the
pitfalls of stardom with the boys.

“One of the things David learncd

sp=sulated, “and Shaun becomes

was ihat if you spenc a year away
m:mwhwmm'ﬂlﬁ
M I
e ek off and gt “his:
“T'm hapoy David is economlcally
- He's married now and:



