Cassidy Returns, Hopes for a Bright New Future

HOLLYWOOD tUP] — David Cassidy, wha soid 20 miltion
records, swarred in*The Parlridge Family” and packed cencer
halls, wroed off his career like a water xp fhree years agoand
walked away [rom il all.

Thl:_ vouthful millicraire bought an esipte in Hawaii, a horse
farm in Sanla Baroara, Calif.. and let the rest of the world goby.

During the frantic lour vears of television series Cassidy was
W teen-age idel whose public appearances fostered rio! contral
precautions, To voungsters he was Elvis, the Osmonds and
Ellortdehn all ralled in one.

115 image was wholesome, drugless and ramantic. Therewas
1o telling tow high his career might bave soared. Bul David quii
cold after aconcerl Mr 40,000 screaming fans in England.

L wis a matter ol self-preservalion.

Now David, 27, bas surfaced to star in 3 twehour eprisode of
lelevision's *Police $tory,” the firs¢ slep in re-pslablishing ki
LATeLT.

"' glad the mania is aver,” he said, "It was an incredible
feipard tremendous experience Lo go through. 1 enjayed il But |

stripped because [ was overworked. | dida't think 1 coutl take
thal partof my career any further,

"1 needed a readjustment 1o livieg ard to get in louch with
mysell and my friends

"1t seemed everyone had a plece of ine, pulling in difierent
direetions, I'e losl contrel of my lile. [ can understand whal
Fruddie Prinee went theaugh. He was younger than | was ard
had to corttend with Ihe same sartal pressures.

“There cames i time when overwhelming success al an early
age becanes tea much to handle. The onty eption that made sen-
st tomewas stepping back from it

“The whole phenomenon of David Cassidy was 1 Lizaree way
of life. And | was forfunate to have come eut Ihratzzh Lhe other
side with my head on straighl. Isucvived,

“The key fusurvinal s that ©left the experience at the peak. Tt
didn' leave me. Hejection is what really takes is toll on voung
peapie in this husiness,

“Whet [ tung'em up there were 33 kinds of oflers waiting for
me — TV series, recond contracis and even movies, Bt |

refused to let anyhody with tons of soney seduce me inlo going
o,

“Ldidn't retire. 1just wanted a rest, [ {okt mysell, hopofully,
when ] returned the peaple who cared for me would care for me
apain,

"1 haven't missed the pace and the excilement, [ enjeyed the
hzgury of nol having 1o work far a living while | kpok a long lonk
al the Wiure.”

Tre young mean invested his forlune wisely and, even in the
taceaf inflatian, could live comfortably Ibe 1esi of his Life.

Cassidy tias rmatured considerably. He married actress Kay
Lenz seven months age. His baby faced good looks have given
way to attractive masculinity. His voice has decpened and he's
developed a sense of humar aboul himself,

Ixavid discovered the publlc isn't a5 fickle a5 he had heard.
Lraring his hiatus he travelad around the werld tyice, Ho was
recoznized and besieged for amlographs in this country and
ahrpad, due in parl lo endless reruns of “The Parlrdge
Family."

When the “Pobice Story™ episode was {itmed at a Los Angeles
high schoal {Dravid plays a narc) barricrs were erecled tp Keep
kidsfromswarining all over him. Bul thecld (renzy was gone.

“1 was Matlcred by the positive reaction of the kids," David
said. "Mwauld have bethered me four years age. Bal this time 1
lovesl il

“Fwouldn't wanl the old intensity of the past. 'm coming hack
becavse T think it's 1ime to act and reeord again. It's nol a
popwtarily contesl 1've come hack Lo

“The fans confused me with the character [ played, Keith Par-
tridpe, Twas never Keilh. I see the reruns onceina while and [
really can't relate to him. Reruns represent a lime warp where
people pever get old.

"7 wonder what goes thronsh Jackie Gleason's mind when he
sees replays of 'The Honeymooners.” He's ot lhe same man
new. And 1'm not the same person whi began “The Partridge
Family'when 1 was 19,

"My singing voice is different now. On the show they sped up
the sound track tomake my voice higher,



