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David Cassidy back after three-year retirement
Former music golden boy to star in drama =%

By JAMES BROWN
Cotumt - Lin Asgutn Tumes Sovvice

HOLLYWOOD — A few
Cassidy bad
the Americas Dream pretty
well locked in his hip pochet.
He was (be goidea boy, Keith
Partridge, the bahy-faced
star of the hit TV series, The
Partridge Family, a bubble-
gum music messiah whose
records were certified goid, a
flutterer of untold millions of
prepubescent hearts,

BE PLAYED to packed
concert halls and was
mobbed be went.
Teea maghitites wasted to
know whatDavid Cassidy st
for breakfast. Toy stores
stockpiled & bealthy lnven-

of David Cassidy dolls.
Kids wallpapered their bed-
rooms with David Cassldy
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posters. It was the star-
maker machinery at full
throttle

And thes be quit. cold.
Three years ago Casaldy
called a preas in
England to aanounce that he
was taking time off for a long
rest. Insiders exchanged a
few knowing winks. He'd
come hack, hut fast. The
teen-idol buainess is a short,
swift ride and you'd better let
it carry you as far as it can.
Ask the Monkees. Ask Bobby
Sherman. But David Cassidy
decided to step out at the
summit.

CASSIDY Is coming back
now. Today he returns to
television as the star of a
two-hour Police Story In
which be plays a rookie cop
who goes undercover at a
highi school (o crack a narcot-
fcs ring.

"l was emotlonally and
physically dralned,” Cassidy
said the other day of his ca-
reer hreak. I was all used
up. You can look at an experi-
ence like I had, that incredi-
ble media experience, and 1
think 1 took it to itsf arthest
point. From there, it would
have been a downhiil ride and
I just bad to get out.

*I WASN'T bored, I didn't
sit around,” Cassidy said,
“and there was a time in
those first couple of years
when I wasn't sure I ever
wanted to work again. But
there's something about get-
ting up In the morning and
having something to look
forward to. I discovered that
1 did want to work, I did
want something to invest my
time in.

‘*Police Story was just
something that happened,”
Cassldy explained of his re-
tura. *I felt that the quality
of the show merited my read-
ing the script and I'd been
wanting to work hut hadn't
yet found anything to do. This
script was good, the cast
(Vince Edwards, Dane Clark,
Anne Lockhart, Dee Wallace)
was good and the time was
right.”

CASSIDY added that he
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David Cassidy
... 1 was all used up

and Police Story executive
producer David Gerber have
a further agreement to do an
NBC World Premiere movie
and a possible series beyond
that. Cassidy also has a new
record contract with Warner
Bros.-Curb, with a single due
out shortly. So, if there was
ever any question, David
Causldy bas definitely unre-
tired. .
Cassldy, 28, could well pass
for that high school senior if
looks were the judge. Very
little bas changed in that re-
gard. But there's a calm,
measured confidence about
him now — an attitude of
someone who flew through
the hurricane and lived to tell
about It Cassidyjn fact, has
mostly good memories of his
teeo-idol experiemres.

*{ FEEL fortunate to have
gone through it. I wish every-
body could,” he said. “The
best thing about it was the
concerts, golng out and ex-
changing all of that energy
with thousands of people.

“When it first started hap-
pening, I remembered it was
like being a little kid and
going to the circus. I thought,
God! Was this meant to hap-
pen” Was this me? You know.
I can look at it now and
think how lucky | was. but it
took the time | spent away (o
put it in perspective. When
you're involved in something
like that, you can never be
objective while the whole
thing is going on.”

DURING THE three years
he spent away, Cassidy said
he received and turned down
countless offers to work
again. ‘I remember people
saylng that it was all a gim-
mick, that I'd come back i+
the money was right. But
with money it finally reaches
a point of where you have to
say how much is enough? I
won't do garbage for money.
I'll work because I want to. [
don't ever want to be embar-
rassed again.”

And during the David Cas-
sldy medla blitz, there were
times when he was, indeed,
embarrassed. “There were
things that I felt totally
misreprasented who | was,”
he said. ““They painted this
picture of me as a white
knight, the all-American boy.
and that wasn’t me. I didn't
want a doll with my name on
it! I simply bad no control.”

SOME believe it was this
desire to change that
squeaky-clean image that
prompted Cassildy — at the
helght of his fame — t0 do a
candid interview with Roll-

ing Stose maguzine, com-
plete with a partlally un-
draped photograph of
himsedtf.

that

begen much like this one,

it just got out of hand.”

He sald be’s now learned to

take the printed word in
stride. .

“IT USED to eat my guts

out,”’ he sald. ‘“I'd read

that le wrote that

couldn’t possibly be true.

Now, I just try to ignore the

pegative people say.”
Canaldy cally refers to
a publicatios alleging that he
uses

drugs.
*It isn't true, of course, but
now 80 million people are
going to timk I'm a drug

s08,” sald “He saw
me go :;thu

13 gritriends
h.rncmtu oa me, and I
know be had tp suffer being
my brother.

“But I'm glad for him that
he’s ont there making it
doing it for bimself. A
we've become close. He saw |
me go through the pitfalls
and when we talk, he knows
that I'm the only one who can
really understand what be's

sddict. I'm just an (smocest
hystander in all this. And
why? Here It is, bow many
years latér, and what do I
have to do to convince people
that, bey, I'm just a inger,
just an actor, and why do
they want to say loasy things
about me?**

IT'S IRONIC that as Cas-
sidy out three years
ago, his half-brotber Saun
assumed his role as the multi-
media beartthrob,
“Shaun's an Intultive per-
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COLOR TV CLEARANCE

Most peopie don’t go ‘round shopping for a new Color TV in May . . . or
June. But most people don't get as good a deal as those who will buy
one this month. Trader Vic Just made a speclal purchase of 1978 Model
Color TVs .. . these all come with 3 full years All-Parts-and-Labor War- }
ranty. We have aiready booked 1979 Mode! Color TVs for fall delivery,
but these will have only a 1-year parts and labour warranty. Now is the

time to deal or trade.
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Take this
note

to your
banker.

f HMONDA

No federally chartered bank in Victoria pays as much interest
on a one year savings certificate as we do.

So give your banker a friendly little demand note, like the one
above. It might make him squirm a bit. But after all, it’s your
money, and you ought to make the most of it.






