CLIVE HIRSCHHORN reporting from New York

GOOD-LOOKING David
Cassidy, whose success in
the Broadway revival of
the Tim Rice and
Andrew Lloyd Webber
musical Joseph and His
Amazing Technicolour
Dreamcoat can be
measured by the shrelks
of delight from his many
female admirers, told me
over lunch about the
time  he had been
embarrassed by a phone
call from Elvis Presley.

“It happened @t the
height of my popularity as
the teeny-boppers’ No, one
plo-up,” he said.

“It waa at the beglnning of
the ‘sevenilies I'd made
several gold records and you
couldn't walk 10 vards with-
atit seelng my face on the
cover of soIme Magnrine or
other.

“Anyway, ane day the
phone rings and it's Elvis,
wham I'd never met but, of
course, like every other pop
singer around, admired more
than anyone elsa.

FAMILY

“Well, the next thing 1
Enew wias that Elvis—uho also
sounded preiiy embarrassed I
might tell you — was apolo-

lang for dsturbing me, but

its  daughter. Lisa. was &
Lerrifle ap  4Of mioe &and
wanied more than anything

else 10 Mest me.

“And would I mind very
mueh Uf she came backaiage
after a concert I was glving ?

“In a senee, I guess, i Wad
the greatest compliment Id
ever had, But it Just goes o
ithow how little kids rate
thelr own parenis ! Prealey
wis the greafesi. but 1L waa
me hid daughter wanted o
meet.”

Cassidy has s showbusiness
family background — hi»®
father was the actor Jack
Casaldy. his mother s the
actress Evelvn Ward, his step-
mother the Olm star Shirley
Janes, Theoy are enthusinstic

mbout his pursult of &
thea'rical career
“Yes, but only nafter I

Why David Cassidy

happily gave up
the willing girls

DAVID CASSIDY

received a college education.™

he mald “The only trouble
was that myv (ather pept me
to three schoals which were
B overgrowded that I
repelled at the lack of indl-
vidual nttention and was dls-
missed from all three for
clowning and making mysell
the centre of atiraction.

“1t was only after 1 was
gent W A 2 mare exclizive
school that my edueation took
a turn for the better. Then,
as 500N ns ] graduated, I
bought a ticket to New York
got myself an agent and found
mysel! ln a Broadway flop.

*Undaunted.” he said, *1
nuditioned for several big TV
goried |lke Bonanza a n d
Mareus Welby, but It wasnt
untll I landed & really good
part oppoalie my step-mother
Shirley In The ariridgs
Family on TV, that I really
felt T'd arrived.

“And WwWhen [t wWas  dis
covered that T could sing as
well as ack my career really
lmhh. offl. It was quite incred-
ible

“Unreal, almost. Apparently
1 had the kind of looks which
SPNL YOUDR Riris N0 ecstpsies

and ln oo time at all. na soon
ns I became n pop singer, I
wis mobbed wheréver | went.
“In Los Angeles. where [
lived, I had to change apart-
ments three Umes o one yvear
breause there were alwayvs
crowds of girls hanging
nround waitin for me 1o
return home after a conoert
And for each of those three
maves I had fo sneak oul of
the old apartment at about 4
ntn. when thefe werenit any
propie around o see me!”

Ivid he enjoy the adulation?
“To u degree, ved I enjoved

the fact that cowld have
any woman [ wanted and
that wherever 1 went people

made a fuss of me. But alter
i while the lack of privacy
Kot 1o be guite painful
“What was oven sworse" he
sald, "was that I found 1
nad wery few real friends
Not only that, but I dis
covered ithat many  people
netuglly resepied my SUccess,
were jealous of L, or some-

thing.
LONELY

gespile the crowds,
nr probably beeause of them
I went through periods of
loneliness and depresuion.
“By 1875 1 decided T
couldn't take much more of
that kind of lUfe. It was all
too much, and I honestly felt
my sanily was ln danger and
that if I didn™t quit I'd have
nervouds hrenk-

= And

ane  helluva
down
“ Besides, I'd given well aver
J00 eopcerts and made 1A
old mecords as well oy 5 great

ecal of mopney. Enough was
enough.
“80 I packed i all in and

weill to live In Haowall sway
from the limellght It was the

wisest move T ever made — 1L
made me fevl human agaln.

‘It mleo gave me tme 15
indulge my love of horses.
Ever gince 1 was a kid and
faw & movie with OCorhel
Wilde and Mauresn O'Hara
called The Home Streich I've
beely passionate aboul horfses
When I'm not sciing, I'm
breeding thoroughbreds o0 my
farm oulalde Lo: Angelés and
I get as much satisfaction
from that a= from anything
else I might do™

S50 how does
Jubuire »

“Yeorv roally,” he sald *I'm
fogaged to & Bouth African
girl 1 met at a horse avetion
and I'm looking forward LD
being married quite scon. My
caresr 55 A leading man In
musical comedy b goltog vory
nicely, thank and at the
nge of 33, well — the world's
iy oysler.”

He paussd. ™ You kpow, the
hardest! thing about belng a
pop slar was Urving {0 maln-
ialn o s2nse of realilty about I
all. And trying oot o
that sou were afyihlng
special. Six vears ago I came
pretly close o cracking up

*wow for the firsi time In
years, T feel I'm tolally in
control And that Is
reassuring indeed” he

he see hiz



