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teen idol from Lhe

be hip in the '90s7
David Cassidy

hopes so. <

The former heartthrob —
who starred in the hit TV ser-
jes “The Partridge Family"
nearly 20 years ago — is
‘trying to rebuild his musical

career after more than 15 2
.help TV brother Bonaduce -

-.straighten out. hls life. The 81-

_years out of the spotlight.

" The road back hasn’t been
smooth. Cassidy, who spent
most of the '80s working in
theater, returned to the mu-
sic business last year, His
comeback album, the 1990 re-
lease “David Cassidy,” was a
mainstream-aimed pop effort
that spawned a Top-20 hit,

“Lyin’ to Mysell.” But the
record faded when Cassidy's
label, Enigma, went bank-
rupt.

The release wasn't the
biockbuster Cassidy had
hoped for, but its limited suc-
cess inspired -him to tour.
He'll perform new material
and old “Partridge Family”
favorites at the WZLX "“Lost
458" 10th anniversary party
QOct. 10 at Avalon. Cassidy's
“Partridge Family" brother,
comedian Danny Bonaduce,
will open the show.

Cassidy, who still looks re-
markably fit and boyish de-
spite a few gray hairs, said
the experience with Enigma
didn't leave him bitter
toward the music industry.

‘The advertlsxng budget
Enigma allotfed for my rec-
ord in the U.S. was $6,000," he
said. "CBS.spends that
amount of money for Mariah
Carey at the Tower Records
store on Sunset Boulevard
alone.

“*Given those circum-
stances, I was thrilled with

the response. I had a hit rec-
ord. I had to realize that I
was in a war and the other
guys were using tanks and I
was using a pea shooter. That
really inspired me — I had
all that success with nothing.

“When your career is tied

mpan: 1at’s bankrupt,
it's difficult to be optimistic, I .
thought I can'either wallow in*
this or I can look at it and say I

~created something really posi:

tive. I know there -are a lot of-
people out there who really
want to see me, so I‘m going to
do it.” . g oa ;

Cassidy sald he also wants ta

year-old redhead — who's bat-
tled drug problems in the past
— garnered headlines earlier
this year after he was arrested
for assaulting a transvestlte

' prostltute. 7

- Cassidy sald he wa.nts au-.
dlences to know Bonaduce 1sn’t
an out-of-control bad bay. :
~.*I guess I just wanted to con- '
vince: everybody that I was,
right,” "he said. “Danny is a
great guy who's gone through .
some very public. growing.
pains. He's had some problems.
that have been hlown out of pro-
portion, ":

B | thought thls would be a
chance for him to prove himself
and I think it's worked. He's a
terrific opening act for me —
he's very funny and the au-
diences love him. I'm rea.lly
proud of him." :

Cassidy said he maintains
tles with all the “Partridge
Family" alumni.

“I have good feelings about
all of them. There's a big mis-
conception about me resenting
Keith Partridge and the songs
we did. I loved that role and the
opportunities it gave me."”

Cassidy saild he also loved
sifting through all the old songs
and reworking the arrange-
ments.

“I totally rearra.ngéd some of
the old stuff. T haven't played

. these songs for years so I'm not
- sick of them, but I wanted to

" integrate“~them with my new

. stuff.”

In between - rehearsals and
tour preparations, Cassidy has
‘been writing songs with his

.. wife, songwriter Sue Shifrin, for
a new album.

“‘Uhn?\ 1’ ﬁ-»-‘ ™

dea . "mé.cn is Just abou& in
place for me; I'm within two or
three weeks of signing a con-
tract — I'm going into the stu-
dio to record for three or four
months, then I'm going out on
the road agaln with the first
single.”

- The only drawback to being
on the road, he sald, is the long
separation from his family. He
and Shifrin have an 8-month-old

.son, Beau Devin. Cassidy

sounds more than a little home-
sick when talking about his only
child. '
“I miss him," he said. "I have
my photos of him and I talk to
him on the phone every day. I
hear his voice a.nd that makes it

. better. .

“If I'wasn't loving what T was
doing and really committed to
it, I couldn't hack it. But every-
thing's golng great so far. Peo-
ple are coming to see me, they
love my music and that makes
it all worthwhile.”



