BRIAN READE on the
show that defied the %
killer critics

@ The public loves what
the critics hated: Blood
Brothers’ has triumphed
with Petula Clark and
David Cassidy in the
main roles.

unbowed

HAD seen many a Scouse rules are simple. When the critics destroy you, Bill Kenwright, he said, is a lesson to every
woman blowing into Kleenex at don’t argue, just cut your losses and walk. petrified producer who believes you live or die by

e . But something unheard of was happening. the critic's sword: “He stuck at it, he found his
the sight of the Dallas skyline, Audiences loved it. Every night they rose to their audience and he’s doing super. He is a lesson to
but I never thought I'd see feet en masse. Word spread and it was nominated everyone,” said Frank. Rich praise indeed.

i for six Tony awards. It won none, but the ensu- But then in New York the bottom line is bucks.

ﬁlassya Ivatnath Trpmp Ioo}-(ahl-(ets‘ ing TV coverage gave its haunting songs precious And when your bank balance looks as fit as a

ressed up to the nines, weeping into  coast-to-coast exposure. butcher’s dog, a butcher’s cleaver looks as threat-
their hundred dollar silk hankies at And then producer Bill Kenwright pulled a ening as an iced-up water pistol.

the sight of the Pier Head. masterstroke. He pumped 250,000 dollars into an “What has happened to Blood Brothers is

BloofBrothers was on the rocks. Now the only aggressive relaunch and cast Petula Clark and phenomenal,” saig i

) Llar] New York r‘ress agent Denis
rocks on show decorate the fingers of stylisl half-brothers Shaun and David Qa551dy in the rowley. “It is unprecedented that a show should
dames being chauffered the length of Manhattan main roles. Now the only red you'll see on this more than double its audience four months into a
to have a good old cry at this tale of two scallies, ~stretch of Broadway is on the critics’ faces. run and it’s unheard of for a show to receive a

layed against a huge backdrop of the Liverpool standing ovation after every single performance
5,{,.-“05“, L > . Doubled for six months.

When it opened last April the blood was splat- Business has more than doubled, it nets 300,000 “Blood Brothers has a special quality that
tered the length of Broadway: “Bloodl;' awful — dollars a week, box office records at The Music appeals to New Yorkers. It's hard to define, it's
Twin Reeks” screamed the New York Post, above Box theatre have been smashed, attendances are just a magical piece of theatre.”
an article whose message like a clutch of others hovering at just under 90%, and the legendary Appeal it does. As Mary Tyler-Moore and Chris-
was simple: “Limeys go home.”

Butcher of Broadway, critic Frank Rich, speakin, topher Reeve-clones sipped cocktails at the inter-
It would have been easy. It would have been on the radio a fortnight ago lavished praise oﬁ va?. the praise flowed.‘?lylfey loved the songs, they
logical. In the showbiz capital of the world the its revival. loved the bits of humour that didn’t fly over their
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@ Box office records have been smashed at
The Music Box theatre.

Vidal Sassoon gel, but most of all they loved David
Cassidy.

I'd been prepared to be thrown out of the theatre
for howling at this one. It was bad enough hearing
David Jason in The Bullion Boys strangle all life out
of a Liverpool accent and bury it somewhere
between Waterford and \M)I\erhamptun

Surely Cassidy's would go missing somewhere
between Los Angeles and Lost Property? No. His
stab at Scouse was extraordinarily good, shining
amongst a cast of fellow Americans who inevitably
ended up sounding like that Oirish Chief O’'Hara in
Batman.

English rose

That was acceptable, but English rose Petula
Clark’s impression of Eastenders’ Dot Cotton meets
Emmerdale’s Annie Sugden wasn’t. Still the audi-
ence didn't mind. It went down a storm triggering
ot{ a five-minute standing ovation and three curtain
calls.

And as the crowd poured on to the street and the
hoitey-toitey poured themselves back into chauffeur-
driven limos, the words Willy Russell and ﬁemus
were heard to collide in more than a few mouths.

Below me was Wall Street, behind me Times
Square, in front of me was Broadway and above me
was a huge poster of the Liver Building.

And the thought of those narrow-minded, mis-
gulded Merseysiders who constantly attack Liver-

EMPIRE'S
PURRING
WITH

SUCCESS

Cats’ bookings fop £1m
before it even opens

By Joe Riley, arts editor

THANKS a million, Merseyside. That’s the
early Christmas message from delighted
Empire Theatre bosses.

They revealed that

the hit musical Cats
will open with an in- nux u

credible £1m in the
bank from ticket sales.
The show, starring Iny-o"s
former Olympic ice
skating gold medalist ° °
Robin Cousins, starts a wn'nln 'n
record-breaking three-
month run next
Wednesday.
Today Sam Shrouder, n“y 'ow
(Ap@li«fli(){lS_ dirermrh_ot(
Apollo .eisure, whic
runs the Empire, pulled | CAR giant Vauxhall
a Christmas cracker| today warned it will
which proved that the| lay off workers if
theatre's box office tills they vote for
are already jingling all industrial action
the way. over pay.
Pantomime Bosses also hinted they
“We'll open to more could switch to recog-
than £1m, which is fan- nising just one union
as workers at Elles-

tastic,’ " he said.
“Once again, the mere Port start an
geople of Merseyside overtime ban
ave shown that if you tomorrow.

give them the best,
then they will turn out
to support you.”

But Mr Shrouder
added: “Pantomime will
probably be returning
to the Empire next
year.

The 98 performances
of Cats, scheduled until But
l-ebruari' 12, will make
it the lon, est- -running

The 2,000 Transport
and General Workers’
nion members
rejected a ‘‘final”
offer of 2.5% this year
with 3% next year
plus a 1% lump sum.

Action

Vauxhall said
workers at its Luton

pool’s dramatists for dragging their beloved city’s
reputation into the gutter, made me laugh long and
hard into the New York night.

Scouser

my mum while Shaun was raised in a well-to-do
environment.
“WIlIy Russell is a fabulous writer. He writes about
the kind of family m: h;:eu from and like a lot of
Li dlians I'm of Irish descent.”
mDnvll:l looks set to leave the show in the New Year,
but says he will be permanently grateful for the role and
to Bill Kenwright in particular: “It's because of Bllls
tenac mdcommnmenumtwendolnglo .
But he has one big fear: “Willy's coming to see me in

show in the theatre’s
history.

But even if it packs
audiences in until the
final night, the run
cannot be extended,
said Mr Shrouder.

Meanwhile, the Play-
house is also doing a
musical — Annie, which
opens on December 16.

plant and Amalga-
mated Engineering
and Electrical Union
members at Ellesmere
Port had not voted.

® Ford workers in
Halewood, Bridgend
and Swansea today
voted to accept a 2.5%
raise this year and
3.5% next autumn.

the next few weeks when | ju: stlmmvmyl
accent will probably sound

Fame school decision

PAUL McCartney's Fame School is expected to gain
approval for major redevelopment plans.

It was feared the delays could hold up the £15m
project and jeopardise grants worth millions.

~_The bulldlng which McCartney and fellow Beatie

is to be the new home of

rrison
the LTmpoo| Institute for the Performing Arts.

WILLIE . . - BY HARRIS

W™ 7 COULDN'T HELP IT! WHAT'S THE 80 WITH YOU ¥
HAVEN'T YOU EVER BROKEN ANYTHING WHEN
WU 'VE BEEN WASHING THE DISHES 2
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