David Cassidy back to theater roots

By Mary Camphel]
The feaicwted Sress
NEW YOEK — Television's
“The Partrudge Farmily™ series
proved o be a very large detour
on the heghway of ife for Dawnd
Cassicdy
And the Califormm earthquake
this ¥ear provided a2 amall bl
sigmticant tralfic bump
Now he's 43 and back travehng

e el

the sersous-theater road he start-
ed aut ot

People 1m 23 citees wall have a
chance to see Cassudy play & kad
wha grows up in Liverpoo] paver
ty o Willy Bussell's senous mus
il “Hleod Brothers™ on b5 B
tional tour through May

Cassuly and his hali-brother,
Shaun Cassidy, repkaced the ang
inal Broadway cast's Brish pe-
tors as the Johnstons tenns A
ter 10 months, Cassidy and Petu-
la Clark as Mrs Johnstane left
the Broadway casl and starfed
the tour in Dallgs on Sept B
Ehaun alsn left Brosdway, lo
write and produce movies {or
TV. The brothers are talking
about working fogether &gain
somedey 1 cne of Shaan's pro
Jects,

“Blood Brothers " Qassidy
say4, s “a complete home run on
a professional level As a bfe ex
perience, 1t's even better than
that

“T feel puoyant and optimistc
that I get to play this part all
through America. People ¢can see
me today and my work today ™
Cme erited called ham "o gulsy re.
velatlon ™

In “Blpod Ercthers,” the John
stons twins wers separaled at
birth, Mickey rased by his work
ing-clasa mwother, Edward adopt-
od and ragsed in the upper-mid-
dle class,

‘Thes play has that intangihle
thing tha: gets to evershody, il's
ahout brothers, famils, mother,”
Cassiday says ~There's a lot of
layers of emotionsl stufl going on
in this play. T think we n Amerd
ca understand the Engl=h have a

clrgs systerm And I think we al]
understand how thiek bicod 16
“SWhen Mickey's life falls apart,
he nps the whole fabrie of those
families apart There's & sense of
wmeredibla loss. It's such a pain
ful thing for us as humsans Lo
watch — 1f you play it for real
It's for real for me avery mght "
Hath Cassidy's mofher, actrass
Ewalyn Ward, with whom he
Erew up in Wesl Drangs, NI,
gnd his stepmother, Shirley
Jones, wers moved to tears by
“Blood Brothers,” Jones' sons
are Shaan, Patrick, an actor, and
Fyan, who werks 1n produstion
for Jim Henson Productions, Ac-
tor-sunger Jack Cessidy, whose
Uac marriages ended o diveroe,
deed 1 1976
"My brothers and I always got
on wary well,” Cassidy says “We
became very closs the day my
Dad died, They're three of my
besi friends I think of us 25 a
Cassidy made his Broadway de-
bul 1t [969, in "The Fig Leaves
Are Falling."” before "Thi Par-
trodge Famuly." He replaced Andy
Cibb n "Foseph and the Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” n 1983,
as he was starting up his career

BEAIT

Whan “Blood Brothers® gave
Cassidy o week's vacation, he and
his wife, sopgwriter Sue Shifrim,
and thewr 2-year-ald son Beau
spent five nights i Mexico, then
iwo 0 their thern California
home On the last night, the
carthgquake hit. The house was
wrecked They wergn't hurt. But
when they gol back to New York,
Cazsidy says, it renily felt Hike
home,



