COMUAPORARY . )
COLLECTIBLES

by Linda Rosenkrantz, Copley News Service

The incessant enchantment
of two TV families

We've commented befors about how often things in popular
cullure taam 10 ¢ome 1 pars ~— from mugazin:s like Farmily
Circle and Woman's Dﬂ']’:cm TV shows like "Bewnched” and "1
Dream of Jeanaie” Anather ielevision par from die Haby boomer
past, which ias since been brougin back ro tife and intraduced 10 &
new peoecation by such phenomena as “Mick at Nire” and “TV
Lanod,” 15 thot of "The Parridge Family™ and “The Brady Bunch,”
twi shaws that ore great Javorites of collectors of TV toys and
memorsbalia.

The latwer is pantienlacly strong as it has had a considerable
afterlife, imcluding 2n animated series, o 1981 sequel (“The Bea
Brides™), werbalim stage wersions which have drawn a culi
following, and two full-scale sauricnl theawicat movies, “The
Brady Bunch Movic” and “A Very Brady Sequel ™

But although hey were almost exactly conismporanzous (the
Bradys runming from 1969 ta 1974, the .{’nnridges from 1970 to
1374} and both revolved arcund familles wuh several siblings —
and are therefore Jumped together 1n many peaple’s minds — there
were also significont differences between them, The Bradys. except
for a lew group vacsaions, were essentially a homebound suburban
family; while the Ponridges were a musical shew biz clan that
spent a lot of tme in 115 bus on the road

“The Brady Bunch™ was a completely ensemble show, Wi pine
{can’t forger Alice!} abmost equally featured characters, whils “The
Parindge Fomily” soon found its focus on David Cassidy, who
played Keath and became a mega-popuiar tean heartthrob, What the
Iwo shows dod have in common was a2 massive merchandising
presence, wuh types of products that were not dissimtlar. Thare
were, for example, “Brady Busch™ books, activity, sticker ond
colering books, paper dolls, board games, guitars, Iunch boxes,
puzzles, dolls, costumes, view master sets. trading cards and
records And there were “Panridge Family” books, achivity aod
colopng books ond cemics, paperdolls, gmrtars, lunch hoxes,
puzzles, dolls, costumes, view maswer sers, trading cards and
mecords,

And speaking of recards, not only were (here Ihe expecred
ensemmble albums (“Mzet the Brady Bunch,” “Merry Christmas
from the Brady Bunch,” “The Kids from the Brady Bunch™), bu
also indwidual Brady portrayers Bary Williams, Mike
Loglanland, Chnstopher  Knight, Eve Plumb and Maureen
MeCormick  (what  happened 1o Cindy?), Their  musical
counterparts produced even meote recorhings, wncluding “The
Partridge Family Album,” “The Partridge Fanuly Shopping Bag.”
“Up 1o e, "At Mome With Thewr Greatest Hits,” “The Wodld of
ile Plﬂﬂggb Family,” many David ‘Cassidy nlbums and others
featuring Shirley Jones, Danay Bonaduce nnd Ricky Segall

What are the most valuable eollectibles from these \wo shows?

For the Bradys, they are. g

1972 Fan Club Kit by “The Laufer Co.,, offered through Tiger
Bearand Fave magazines, containing o record, autographed photos,
etc., B200-250.

Mareia eostume by Collegewille, 19659, $1.50-200,

“The Brady Bunch Game™ board game by Whitman, [973,
S150-200.

1973 record of “Chrs Knight & Maureen MeComnick,
Paramount, 5100-150

A toy ten set by Larami, 1973, with an illusimation of the Brady
girls, $75-100.

And for the Parridges:

Tay Partidee Family bus by Remco, 1972 boxes, $1,000, toose,
5400-500.

A Tull-size Pariridge Family Record Cabinet by AFT Furninura
Ca,, 1973, uoboxed $400-500, boxed, $800-1 D00

Dhavid Cassidy costume by Kusan, 1973, £300-404,

Two clocks hﬁu:fvim: Seters, 1972, ane of the whole family, the
other fenturing David Cossidy. cach elock, $250-300. L

A 1%-inch Lavrie Partndge doll by Remeo, boxed, 1973, $250.
303

Pimon button Padddge Family Fomily Tree by Memry Motion,
1971, 5250-300.

David Cassidy mdio by Philgee Internotional Lid., 1905, £250-
JHD,
There are several books out that offer vizual idenbfications of
baby boomer TV collectbles, as well as values. The most up-to-
date of these — with sections on both the Bradys ond. the
Purtridges — is “Collector’s Guide to TV Tbys and Memorabilio,
1960z nnd 19705, seeond edition, by Greg Davis and Bill Morgan
{Collector Baaoks),

Linda Rosenkrantz “edited’ Auciion - magazing and - kas
authored nine books, including “Auction Autigues Annual”
Leners cannor be answerad persunally.



