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BY LINDA ROSENKRANTZ

Caopley News Service

how often things in popular

culture seem to come in pairs,
Tom magazines like Family
Circle and Woman's Day to TV
shows such as Bewitched and |
Dream of Jeannie.

Another television pair from
the Baby Boomers™ pasts has been
brought back and introduced to a
new generation by Nick at Nite
and TV Land: The Partridge
Family and The Brady Bunch.
(wo shows that are great favorites
tor collectors of TV toys and
memorabilia.

The latter is particularly
strong as 1t has had a considerable
afterlife, including an animated

senies, a 1981 sequel (The Brady
Bndes) verbatim stage versions
utuch*_ have drawn a cult follow-
ing, and two satirical movies, The
Brady' Bunch Movie and A Very
Brady' Sequel.

+ Although they were almost
exactly contemporaneous (the
Bradys running from 1969 to
1974, the Partridges from 1970 to
1974) and both revolved around
famihies with several siblings.
thére were also significant differ-
ences between them. The Bradys.
except for a few group vacations,
were essentially a homebound
suburban family, while the
qutndges were a musical show
biZ clan that spent a lot of time in

I ‘ve commented before about

a bus on the road.

The Brady Bunch had nine
(can't forget Alice) almost equal-
ly featured characters, while The
Partridge Family found its focus
on David Cassidy, who played
Keith and became a popular teen
heart throb.

What the two shows did have
IN COMMON was a massive mer-
chandising presence, with prod-
ucts that were not dissimilar.
There were, for example, Brady
Bunch books; activity, sticker and
coloring books; paper dolls; board
games; guitars; lunch boxes; puz-
zles; dolls; costumes; view master
sets; trading cards; and records.
T'here were also Partridge Family
books; activity and coloring
books and comics; paper dolls;
guitars; lunch boxes; puzzles;
dolls; costumes; view master sets;
trading cards; and records.

Speaking of records, not only
were there the expected ensemble
albums (such as Meet the Brady
Bunch; Merry Christmas from the
Brady Bunch; and The Kids from
the Brady Bunch), but there were
also some by individual Brady
actors Barry Williams, Mike
Lookinland, Christopher Knight,
Eve Plumb and Maureen
McCormick (what happened to
Cindy?).

The musical counterparts pro-
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Two-TV families still have viewers enchanted

duced even more recordings,
including The Partridge Famuly
Album; The Partridge Family
Shopping Bag; Up to Date; At
Home With Their Greatest Hits;
The World of the Partnidge
Family; many David Cassidy
albums; and others featuring
Shirley Jones, Danny Bonaduce
and Ricky Segall.

What are the most valuable
collectibles from these two
shows?

For the Bradys:

* A fan club kit by the Laufer
Co., 1972, offered through Tiger
Beat and Fave magazines, con-
taining a record and autographed
photos, valued at $200-$250.

* Marcia costume by
Collegeville, 1969, $150-$200

* The Brady Bunch Game, a
board game by Whitman, 1973,
$150-$200

e A 1973 record by Chns

Knight and Maureen McCormuck,

Paramount, $100-$150

* A toy tea set by Laramu,
1973, with an illustration of the
Brady girls, $75-$100.

For the Partridges:

A toy Partridge Family bus
by Remco, 1973; boxed, $1,000,
loose, $400-$500

* A full-size Partndge Family

The most beautiful community in Pembroke Pines.

Record Cabinet by AFT Furniture
Co., 1973; unboxed $400-$500,
boxed, $800-$1,000

* David Cassidy costume by
Kusan, 1973, $300-$400

* Two clocks by Time Setters.
1972, one of the whole family, the
other featuring David Cassidy;
each $250-3$300

* A 19-inch Laune Partnidge
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doll by Remco; 1973: boxed.
$250-$300

* Pin-on Partridge Famuly
Family Tree button by Mem
Motion, 1971, $250-$300

* David Cassidy radio by
Philgee International Lid., 1970s,
$250-$300.
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identifications of Baby Boomcrf"
TV collectibles as well as values™
The most up-to-date of these,

with sections on both the Bradws ;
and the Partridges, is Collector s
Guide to TV Toys and
Memorabilia, 1960s and 1970s.
second edition, by Greg Davis

and Bill Morgan (Collector
Books).
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