C’'mon, get happy

TV movie tells darker side of David Cassidy’s fame

By BOB THOMAS

The Associated Press

T hey sit side by side on a
couch in a suburban Califor-
nia living room, one a vet-
eran of the show business wars, the

other at the beginning of his acting
career.

David Cassidy, 49, became a huge
star of the 1970s as the teen heart-
throb on TV's “The Partridge Fam-
1ly” and as a rock singer who sold
millions of records and headlined
sellout concerts.

Andrew Kavovit, 26, appeared as
Paul Ryan on the soap opera “As

the World
THE DAVID Turns,” spent
CASSIDY two seasons on
STORY “The Magnifi-
cent Seven”
9pm Sunday and played
NBC television ~ roles on TV se-
ries and mov-

network s
Their con-

nection? Kavo-
vit stars In the title role of “The
David Cassidy Story,” an NBC

movie airing at 9 p.m. Sunday.

Based on his 1994 autobiography.
“C'mon, Get Happy . .. Fear and
LLoathing on the Partridge Family
Bus,” the movie tells of Cassidy’s
attempt to deal with his over-
whelming fame and his struggle to
win the love of his distant father,
Broadway star Jack Cassidy.

David Cassidy served as execu-
tive producer, but says he made no
effort to sugarcoat the movie’'s por-
traval of his trials and tribulations.

“There’s a lot of sadness, a lot of
emptiness and loneliness and feel-
g lost and being robbed of my
own ldentity,” he said. “The jour-
nev to find happiness while bring-
Ing happiness to millions of people
was very difficult.”

Kavovit. who has acted since he
was 10, admitted that he came to
the project knowing nothing about
David Cassidy. "l was too voung to
be In the middle of the Partridge
thing,” he said.
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“1 wasn't so
the fact that he
Partridge Family

success as a musiclan. It was the
relationship with the father and the
emotional ties he had with certain
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people in his life. [t was the
part of him that inters
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She and David starred in “The
Partridge Family,” which appeared
on ABC from 1970 to 1974. At 19,
David was a big star, and that
added to the gulf between father
and son.

“My father was a manic-depres-
sive and an alcoholic,” Cassidy de-
clared. “He had struggled with
being Mr. Shirley Jones for a num-
ber of years. Although the enter-
tainment industry thought of him
as a great talent and he won the
Tony and was nominated for
Emmys, he never had the film ca-
reer he wanted.

David Cassidy found himself
broke and jobless after “The Par-
tridge Family” folded, his onetime
fans having moved on to other fa-
vorites. After a rough period, he
began rebuilding his career, ap-
pearing in television drama and in
the theater, notably in Andrew
Lloyd Webber's “Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.”



