" The Palm Beach Post

E

Tom Cruise is looking for a new
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Are you cute like KEITH?

Bratty like DANNY?
Sweet like SHIRLEY?

C'mon, get sappy: Young hopefuls audition in Orlando
for VH1's reality show quest to find a new, modern Partridge Family.

‘You need to be able to sing and act.
And drive a multicolored bus.’

Danny Bonaduce on the Partridges, then and now

By LESLIE GRAY STREETER
Falm Beach Post Staff Writer

We think we love him.

Danny Bonaduce, who originated
the role of money-minded middle kid
Danny Partridge on The Partridge Fami-
ly, has come a long way since his days
of drug addiction and all-around tabloid
shenanigans.

Now a married family man and
morning personality on Los Angeles’
Star 98.7 KM, the ginger-haired
Bonaduce, 44, acted as sort of a good-

will ambassador to the passel of poten-

tial new Partridges in Orlando last
weekend. On a break between audi-
tions, he philosophized about what it
takes to be a Partridge, the allure of

Take our ‘Partridge Famlily’ quiz at PaimBeachPost.com

By LESLIE GRAY STREETER
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

ORLANDO — “It’s about a family that's normal on week-
days, but on the weekends they go around in a bus and

give concerts and sing.”

Amid a sea of polyester and earth tones, 9-year-old,
strawberry-blond Ryan Thomas of Jupiter is explaining the
concept of the TV show he’s auditioning for. It's a remake
of a television show he’s never seen. Nevertheless, he's got

a pretty good grasp on the concept.

Load up that multicolored bus and ¢’mon, get happy,
y'all. Looks like The Partridge Family is back in town.
About 200 would-be Keiths, Shirleys, Lauries and
Dannys, armed with acting résumés and 1970s lyr-
Ics, are here at Uni#ersal Studio’s Hard Rock
Live, auditioning for a slot on In Search of The
Partndge Famly. It's a new VH1 reality show
that chronicles the cast selection for a new
sitcom version of the original ABC series,

See PARTRIDGE, 4E »
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Crystal Dawn Heffernan of Boynton Beach is trying
out for the role of Laurie.

David Cassidy and committing grand
theft Partridge bus.

Q: Is It surreal watching all these young
look-allkes and rellving your Partridge expe-
rience?

A: The only thing that would be sur-
real would be if | ran into one of the
kids that looks like me. I'd just be sad

for the kid.

Q: Do the young kids seem to know who
you are?

A: I'm sure the parents have beaten
it into their heads — “You need to rec-
ognize this guy.” Now | look like
Danny Partridge’s dad.
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Danny Bonaduce plays
goodwill ambassador.




