4E THE PALM BEACH POST

High ambitions amid endless ‘Lean On Me’

» PARTRIDGE from 1E

which went off the air 30
years ago after a hugely suc-
cessful run.

Co-executive produced
by original Keith Partridge
and heartthrob David Cassi-
dy, In Search Of follows the
quest of several contestants
chosen at open auditions
that were held here last
weekend. More tryouts will
be held in Los Angeles, New
York and Minneapolis. Ulti-
mately, eight contestants for
each role will enter a seven-
week competition to find the
ultimate neo-Partridges, the
next Cassidy, Danny
Bonaduce, Susan Dey and
Shirley Jones.

Ryan and all of the other
auditioners have been told to
select a few 1970s songs
from a list of 15 available on
VHI1's Web site. Like many
other would-be Dannys, he
will be singing Three Dog
Night's jaunty Joy to the
World.

But in an attempt to zig
when the rest of the red-
headed competition 1s zag-
ging, Ryan'’s other selection
1s Cher’s Gypsies, Tramps and
Thieves. A bold choice, to be
sure.

[nside the theater, merci-
. 'ly away from the heat, a
shaggy-haired, twentysome-
thing Keith wannabe is sing-
ing Bill Withers' Lean On Me
in a clear, beautiful voice.
Producer Jeff Margolis, VH1
executive Jeff Olde, casting
director Tara-Anne Johnson,
and original Partridge Danny
Bonaduce lean forward to lis-
ten.

Technically, they're look-
ing for a “triple threat,” vet-
eran producer Margolis puts
it, someone “who can come
In, sing, do comedy and re-
semble the original cast. We
want people who can have
fun with the characters.”

Casting director Johnson
says that at least two of the
songs, Lean on Me and Band
of Gold, are being sung re-
peatedly and, frankly, are be-
ginning to get on the judges’
nerves.

“But if the 101st time
someone does Lean On Me,
they nail it, they're going to
stand out,” she says. “Other-
wise, it’s ‘Great, another
Lean On Me." "

Crystal Dawn Heffernan
1S about to deliver yet anoth-
er Band of Gold, and she’s go-
ing to stand out. The 17-year-
old Boynton Beach resident
1S wearing a poncho. Laurie
wore ponchos. Crystal bor-
rowed it from the costume
room at Dreyfoos School of
the Arts, where in the fall
she will be the thespian pres-
ident of the senior class.

However, she’s prepared
to miss part of her senior
year to go to L.A. and star on
a'TV show.

“I don't like reality shows
at all, but it sounded like a
great audition to go to,” says
Crystal, who has introduced
herself to the judges as Crys-
tal Dawn, which would have
been the best 1970s stage
name ever.

“I met Danny Bonaduce,
and he asked me that if I be-
came famous, would I be like
Britney Spears and become
a lunatic,” she says. “I told
him no. I want to be a good
role model.”

[ronic, considering some
of Bonaduce’s post-Fartridge
antics.

Anyway, back down-
stairs, Kelly Knapp of Lake
Worth and Mindy Dolandis
of Boca Raton both wait on
the sidelines for their Laurie-
wannabe daughters to sing.
A camera guy walks by and
asks the parents, “If your
child is picked, can you give
us a big ‘Whoo'?”

“You want a cartwheel,
too?” a father deadpans.

Dolandis’ daughter
Chloe, a bubbly 19-year-old
who speaks in exclamation
points, is called to take her
place with the semifinalists,
while Knapp's daughter, 17-
year-old Susan Dey look-
alike Amber, appears not to
have been chosen. Until . . .

» BONADUCE from 1E

Q: Do you have any advice on what it

takes to be a Partridge?

A: [ don't have any say whatsoever
in the selection. But if you're going to
be me, you need a good legal defense

Leam.

I'd like to see a hideous kid get the
part, because [ like being the 44-year-
old who played Danny Partridge, and
['ll be damned if I'll help hire a cute kid

[0 replace me.
Q: How about the others?

«  WEDNESDAY, JULY 21, 2004

-. b i g
e

...............

.......
.........

Ryan Richard Thomas of Jupiter, auditioning as Danny, was a hit singing | Think | Love You, which was the No. 1 song for three weeks in 1970.
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Producers (from left) Gloria Fujita O'Brien, Mick McCullough and Jeff Margolis judge the
talent during the open casting call for In Search of The Partridge Family at Orlando’s Hard
Rock Cafe.

A pair of Laurie hopefuls, Crystal Dawn Heffeman (left) of Boynton Beach and Chloe
Dolandis of Boca Raton, ham it up after the open casting call. Both are in the running

for the role originally played by Susan Dey.

“I'm sorry,” audition
moderator Carrie Anne Ina-
ba says. “We've got one
more.”

Relieved, Amber Knapp
steps forward with the rest
of the semifinalists as her
mother smiles. The two head
upstairs so that Amber can
practice Joy to the World. She
sings, animated, into a block
of wood, which 1s standing in
as a microphone.

Not that this fazes Am-
ber, who 1s home-schooled
—"My sister has an amplifi-
er with a microphone, but
before she got that [ was
practicing with a phone, a
spoon, whatever | could
find,” she confides.

Chloe Dolandis, the cur-
rent Miss Florida Atlantic
University, has already been
on TV, singing Martha and
the Vandellas' Heat Wave for
the notoriously tough audi-
ences on Showtime At The
Apollo “Amateur Night.” (“
didn’t win, but I didn’t get
booed off either!”)

Landing the role of Lau-
rie Partridge could be
Chloe’s big break. It’s al-
ready provided her a reason
to buy a poncho: “I got this
yesterday!” Chloe enthuses.
“l wanted an excuse to buy
one! I crochet, too. I want to
make one!”

Chloe is one of the few
wavy-haired Lauries; most
have optioned for the stick-

A: 10 be Keith, I've got to tell you —
as talented as David Cassidy is as a mu-
sician, as good an actor as he was, you
really need to be the cutest guy on your
block. And you'll need puka shells. And
Shirley Jones, she was an Academy
Award winner for Elmer Gantry, so
these are huge shoes to fill, big clown
shoes to fill. You really need to be able
to sing and act — and be able to drive a
multicolored bus, That bus was the sev-
enth Partridge, the Peter Best of vehi-

cles.

Q: What's your favorite Partridge

straight Susan Dey look. But
there are definite factions
among the Lauries, the larg-
est contingent of potential
Partridges. You've got your
hippie Lauries, your modern
[auries, one or two Britney
Lauries, and even one lone
black Laurie.

“I know that Laurie
wasn't black, but | wanted to
audition anyway,” 12-year-old
Victoria Rehman of Orlando
explains before launching in-
to a spirited version of The
Jackson 5's I'll Be There. The
judges, impressed with her
spunk, send her to the next
round.

“Wasn't that great?”
Bonaduce says later. “And
she sang a song by Michael
Jackson, who 1sn’t black ei-
ther!”

Right before lunch, little
Ryan Thomas, the “Danny”
wannabe from Jupiter,
comes forward to sing the
Partridge Family hit 7 Think I
Love You. Sighs and mur-
murs of “He’s so cute!” rise
among the waiting moms
and various crew people, and
Ryan passes to the next
round.

After lunch, the Dannys
are the first group to have
their callbacks, where they'll
be singing with a full band.
This time, Ryan does Gypsies,
Iramps and Thieves. He
doesn’t hit every note. But a
9-year-old boy singing Cher

Cassidy: In?’an‘ridge Family
days (left) and now.

s— 25511y :
Mood then.

now similar

Los Angeles Daily News

David Cassidy talks
about plans for the new re-
ality show.

On the new show: “We
want to do it right. I've
been carrying the torch
for the last 25 years, and I
want to make sure the
show will be funny and
have integrity. We don'’t
want to taint the brand of
the show I will forever be
B i e associated with.

s L “I've turned down an
awful lot of money to do a
network reunion special in
the past,” he added. “This
& P (U new show is not that. This
1 b M is a scripted show with a

E . B\ new cast. We're going for
talent, not look-alikes.”

Why the original series
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18, well, adorable, and he’s
soon on his way to the sec-
ond day of auditions.

The Lauries are next.
Crystal Dawn sings, followed
by Amber, and then Chloe,
who nails Midnight Train To
Georgia, even though “I
know I didn’t sing the right
words, but I was confident in
my performance, and pre-
tended I knew what I was
talking about.”

The judges don’t seem to
mind, because she, Crystal
and Amber are among the 14
Lauries called back for to-
morrow s acting tryouts.
Kelly Knapp goes to inform
her three younger daughters
of their sister’s success and
tell them that they’ll now be
able to go ride some rides.

Outside in the hallway,
several semifinalist Lauries
crowd around Danny
Bonaduce for the cameras,
as a subdued Crystal Dawn,
sans poncho, reflects on the
day.

“T'his 1s fun,” she says,
stretching. “I'm not trying to
think further than tomorrow.
['m tired, but this is what |
want to do, so I can’t help
but be happy.”

Sounds a little like the
lyrics to a certain theme
song we know.

L

Epilogue: Last Sunday, two
of the Palm Beach County
finalists, little Ryan Thomas

Bonaduce won't abide a ‘cute kid’ as new Danny

Family memory?

A: There are so many. | thought the
show was kind of cool, but when the
entire sixth grade beats you up,
screaming “You're gay!” it's not so cool.
But my favorite memory is when David
Cassidy and [ stole the school bus.

We had no idea how fast the whole
thing had spread, so we found out you
can't drive a multicolored bus with
“I'he Partridge Family” written on the
side of it down Hollywood Boulevard

and not get noticed.

© leslie streeter@pbpost.com
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people’s imagination.
Here was this family bond-
ing over music. Yes, there
AR was bickering and con-
________ SN flict, but for people who
were in unhappy homes,
they really identified with
the show. That was part of
the magic. It was the last
gasp of innocence.”

On working with Danny
Bonaduce again: “We
haven’t performed togeth-
er for many years. He's an
extremely funny guy. I've
always been one of his
strongest advocates even
when he made some poor
decisions in his life. We
genuinely care about each
other. We have a very
comfortable rapport that
could be a bit like Dean
Martin and Jerry Lewis —
Dino was always the
straight guy but very fun-
ny, and Lewis was a full-
time comic. I don’t know if
[ would go that far, but I
love working with Danny.”

On why he got interested
in the ‘Partridge’ life again:
“I wasn’t lured by the
money. But what we're
faced with in America and
the world, I think, is not
unlike the mood of the
country when we were in
Vietnam and The Partridge
Family originally aired.
What we're experiencing
now with Iraq — it's time
to get happy.”
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and Amber Knapp, find out
they will travel no further on
this Partnidge bus. Ryan is “dis-
appointed,” dad Jeff reports,
and Amber “is excited to have
gotten as far as she did,” mom
Kelly says. Amber has even
signed up already for SunkFest
auditions.

Meanwhile, things are look-
ing up for Chloe Dolandis and
Crystal Dawn Heffernan, who
are still in the running to be
Laune finalists. There are still
three more audition stops to go,
so on Aug. 6, afler the finalists
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“THE PERFECT SUMMER
COMEDY FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY.”

M FERGUSON, ABC-TA

“Awesome! This is
the ‘Cinderella’

to remember.”
Mark S. Allen, UPN-TV

BMC Cinemaos
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DO YOU HAVE A LOVED ONE IN A
NURSING HOME? ... OR A LOVED
ONE WHO WILL SOON BE GOING?

If you do, chances are very likely that their estate will
be “spent down” in a short period of time

For more information:

“How To Protect Your Assets From Long
Term Care Expenses Without Insurance.
FREE, at No Cost To You, While
Medicaid Pays The Bill”

Call 1-800-414-0429

for a pre-recorded message 24 hrs/7 days

If they are not on Medicaid currently
- 1t 1s NOT too late -

Call now to save your estate.




