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ENTERTAINMENT

The evolution of an American teenidol ...intoa'l'v pro ducer

AssDCIATED PlESS

BURBANEK, Califl. - Producers
are lunching. John Wells (“*ER"™)
holds court at a tahle of five and

Chuck Lorre (“Twa and a Half

Men™ ) sits nearby when Shaun
Cassidy enters the Warner Bros
studio dining room.

Amid the predominance of
over-40 white men. I'm conspic-
uously out of place. For less ob
vious reasons, I'm likely the only
oné in the room wighing Cassidy
would break into “Da Doo Ron
Ron.™

A gmile blushes over Cassidy’s
face as he's regaled by the story
of a then 10-year-old fan regu-
larly performing his tunes in
front of a mirror singing into a
hairhrush.

*That's how I started, too -
with my hairbrush in the mir-
ror,” the 47-year-old Cassidy
says, laughing, his boyish smile
remimscent of the former pop
heartthrob - though now fullerin
the face than that long-ago Tiger
Beal pinup

These days, Cassidy keeps ba-
hind the scenés producing “In-
vasion,” the sci-fl mystery
thriller he created that pre-
miered this (all on ABC (10 p.m
Wednesdays). But once upon &
time, he seemed seldom out of
sight

“Like a zillion kids, being a pop
star seemed like a great job out of
high school.,” he says. "Unlike
most kids, I had access to peaple
that might give me a record con-
tract, if | was half-good - and |
was only half-good, by the way
The idea of being a pop star was
not unprécedented in my fami-
Iy

Son of actor Jack Cassidy and
actress Shirley Jones ("The Par-
irdge Family™) and half brother
of teen idol David Cassidy, he
spent his childhood around the
stage and later performed with
his band, Every Mother's Dream

At 1, the Beverly Hills High
School senior was recording in
Europe, hitting the German mu-
S1¢ charts in 1976 with “Moming
Girl.™

His singing carecr exploded
the following year when the
recond company released his mu-
sic Stateside, coinciding with his
debut as junior sleuth Joe Hardy
onm ABC's “The Hardy Boys Mys-
teries.”

“Da Doo Ron Ron"” became &
No. 1 hit and over the next few
vears he réleased more than a
hall-dozen albums

“Suddenly I'm doing concerts
every weekend and on this TV
show,” Cassidy saye, “bul 11 was-
n't, “Oh my dream has come true
= I've become a pop star!' I want-
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i 50 | STARTED TRYING TO
WRITE. I'D WRITE LITTLE
OME-ACT PLAYS. | READ A LOT
OF SCRIPTS AND WATCHED A
LOT OF MOVIES, BREAKING
THEM DOWN SCENE-BY-SCENE
T0 SEE WHAT THE STRUCTURE
WAS, AND FOUND THAT I
outppoir, 7

ad 1w be a pop star when | was 13
By rthe nme [ was 20, it (was) not
i life I wanted to be living.™

It's certainly not what Jones
wanted for him. “1 felt he was go-
Ing at it too young.,"” she smd. “He
saw David's giant success and
saw all that money malling in the
door and thought: “1 don't need a
college education. I can go out
and make a million dollars.” And
that’s what he did.”

But he always knew he wanted
something else. And he knew he
liked 1o write,

“I was rewriting ‘Hardy Hoys'
episodes - at least my own dia-
logue - which imtially tortured
some of the producers and wrat-
ers.”

A vear alter "Hardy Boys™
bowed, Cassidy put down the
mic. He worked as an actor to
support a wife and two kidg, bul
spent much of the "B0s “hiding in
my house,” he says. “I can’t go
outl because I'm still this weird
teen idol thing.”

“5a I started trying to write, I'd
wnte little one-act plays. [ read a
lot of seripts and watched a lot of
movies, breaking them down
scené-by-scene to see what the
structure was, and found that 1
could doit.”

USA Network bought his first
screenplay in 1990, the creepy

thriller, “Strays,” about feral
cats. “It was the higgest movie of
the year, and alter that |1 really
didn't want to act anymore." (His
final performance came on
Broadway with David Cassidy in
1994°s *HBlpod Brothers.™)

Asa TV writer-producer, Cas-
sidy has run a number of shows
and created the acclaimed 1995
southern horror drama " Ameri-
can Gothic” = which, like "Inva-
s1om,” mingled stories of family
into a lantastical thriller

“Shaun's gift is examining and
helghtening seemingly ordinary
aspects of family that we mighi
take for granted," says David
Eick, a producer and former
USA Morwork axsecytive who has
warked with him on several pro-
jects. “On many levels "Invasion’
15 about a divided family in
which children are given more
autonomy and behave more like
adults than they're probably
ready for. In many respects, it's
an allegory for Shaun's own life.”

Even though much has
¢ hanged for Cassidy in 15 vears,
perceplion of him hasn' ol
completely, anyway

“Shaun jokes about how, to this
day, when he reads articles about
himself, the reporter will always
preface by saying: Shaun Cas-
sidy’s work is unexpectedly
good," says associate producer
Nne Ebong, who has & sign in her
affice reading: "Shaun Cassidy
Development = We Make Idols 5o
You Don't Have To.™

“This is probably something
that's going to dog him the rest of
his career,” she adds.

“Really the anomaly in my Ca-
reer 1§ the carly part,™ says Cas
sidy. “1 knew this was what I
wanted to do. 1 just ended up do-
ing 2ome other things Nirst.”™

And, for that, a grateful Tiger
Beat nation thanks him.

MO ATED FRESS
Farmer teen heartthrob Shaun Cassidy is now behind the scenes producing
“invaskon,” the sci-fil mystery thriller he créated that premisred this fall on
ABC.



