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Getting back to basics
After years in the Las Vegas spotlight,

Dawid Cassidy is putting the focus
on his own music once again,

By MarRTY FRANZEN
THE IMTELLIGENCER

In 1970, "The Parmdge
Family” sang “C'mon Get
Happy" on TV, bur wdaey, no
omne has o el former Parridae
lead singer David Csssidy to
keep hiz spiritsup. -

Thanks to the popular family
situation comedy, Cassidy has
extended his acting and singing
careers through Ove decades,
while adding writing, directing
and preducing credits 1o his
EeSuIme.

“Ifae.lrea]lyl:u]med " says Cas-

sidy, speaking in a tclcﬁhnnl:
-interview from  his  Florida

+ home “BEvery day someone siops

me (o sy they were inspived by
the work ['ve done For me,
{rhese concers) are a celebraticn.
It's exciting so many people grew
up loving what T do.™

What Cassidy 15 doing now 15
embarking on his first big tour
in a [ew years, one which has
o sops in New Jersey —
tonight ar the Commeree Bank
Arms Cenmre in Sewell, Glouces-
ter County, and Sawrday at the
Count Basie Thestre in Red
Bank, Monmouth County.
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It feels good coming o New
Jerseys™ he says. “I was born in
Mew York, but moved o New
Jersey when I was young, [
remember going to the shore a
ot 1 haver't been back there in
awhile to perform. L have anew
CD coming out with Partrdge
Family and David Cassidy hits
re-cut i a very different way, [
also have d fanwastic band. We

never do the same ser nwice. .

We're digging out some of the
great jewels of my early career.”

Cassidy got his start as an
ACTOL, THL A SINEET.

“1 did six auditionz and a
screen test for “The Partridge
Family," " he says. ®1 had
already done episodes of “Mar-
cus Welby, MDD, ‘Bonanra
*Mod Squad’ anid *Medical Cen-
ter” and [ became the hot young

actor fon TV).™

Bur like maost boys in the
19605, Cassidy wis impressed
with The Bearles.

*“T bought my frst guitar in
1963 and when I saw The Beat-
les on “Ed Sullivan,” T learned
their songs,” he recalls.

In his tcon years, he “went ta
gchool with fim Densmore
(brother of Doors drumimer
John ‘Densmore), saw B.E.
King play and snw Jimi Hen-
dris (perform) siv rirmes. The
Buffalo Springlield played at
Ty high school,” says Cassicy.

S0 even_though he had @
music backezround, he was cho-

sen a3 Keith Pertridge because.

of his aciog chops. It was only

~later' om that -the TV show

decided 10 copitalize on his
music skiils.

Asked if he bad 2 besr memo-
ry from the hit TV series, Cas-
sidy says, “The whole experi-
ence was 3 greal memory. 1 was

worlang with peaple T loved. T -

grill see Shirley (fones, his siep-
mothery and Dayve Madden
(who played manager Reuben
Kincaid) He's retired oo, bur
he's srill the funniest guy For
me, it's ail about the wark, mot
the money, not the fume.”

But Cassidy sure had his

- share of fame. The first Par-

ridge Family sinple “T Think I
Lowe You" sold nearly 6 million

. copies, Cassidy’s face was on

the cover of every teen maga-
zine, and the singer wis nomi-
nated for muhiple Grammy
Awards, He also was the first
TV persopality w be marketed
globally. His face was imprint-
ed on posters, lunch boxes, col-

R} : ofing. books,, posteards, comic
- books mnd cerealrokes-Hhs o

David Cassidy was originally hired as Keith Partridge

for “The Partidge Family” becanse of his acting skills.
Today, he’s known for a string of hits as well as starring

roles on TV and in theater.

club was bigger than Elvis® and
The Beatles’. To date, he has
sold more than 35 mullion
records and - received 24 pold
and platioum record awards.

But for those who thinl Cas-
sidy is only living in the past,
nathing could be further fom
the triath, After his stint on tel-
evision {and his spld-gut arena
and stadium tours around the
world as a solo act), be returned
1o acting. He appeared on the
highest-rated *Police Story™
v eplsm:le, carning an Emmy
Award nomination {or best dn-
matic actor. - .

In England, he wok over the
lead role from CLiff Richard in
Dave  Clark’s “Wesr End
(Brtain's  Broadway] show
“Time" He starred in the orip-
mal Broadway producoon of
*Joseph and the Amaring Tech-
nicolor Dreamepar” and then
broke box-office records star-
ting with his brother Shaun
Cassidy and Perula Clack in the
play “Blond Brothers.”

“Tt was the most: succetsiul
show in the West End,” Cassidy
says. “It's sull nuoning”

Then "EFX" called. The
1996 Las Vegas eximavaganza
was faltering and needed help.

“1 had been writing and had -

done smff with Proadway
shows and tlus was the most
expensive show in Las Vegas”
Cassidy says. “Bichoel Craw-

ford was cast o it and it dida't |

work. The siory wasa't tight
The book needed work., The
music needed work.”

Cassidy revamped the $75
million show, giving i his own
creative touch and starring in
it. The result? He tumed the
show into the most successful
production in Las Vegas, bring-
ing in more than | million cos-
tomers, After just four months,

“EFX"™ was voted Best Produc- -
Tion -Show and Cassidy -was
-parmed -Resr AR - Agound Pers

IF YOU GO

Whwo: David Cassidy
“Where: Comimiernce Bank
Arts Centre, 519 Hurffullle-
Crosskeys Road, Sewell, N.J.
When: 8 tonight

Tickets: 528 to $08
Information:

(B56) 218-8502 or
mmv.charmaentre_m

1T
Where: Count Basie
Theatre, 99 Monmouth
St., Red Bank, M. -

- When: 8 pm. Saturday
Tickets: $25 1o 5100

Information: -
(T32) 8429000,
www.countbasiethestre org

former and Best Sifiger.

“T was in it for six years,” e
5aAYS.

By 1999, Cassidy was vored
Best "All Around Performer
again, Entertainer ofvthe Year
and Show Star of the Year in
Las Vegas.

~That same yesr, C‘.uss;dy
wroic, produced and - direcrecd
“The Rat Pack is Back!™ .

“Iv takes place in 1961 and

pays homage o the rm.mc uf-
the early 19605.” he says. -

(Onhers play the leed mlcs ut‘-
Frank Sinatra, Desn -
Sammy Davis Jr aud ]u:y.
Bishop.

"% have a great band, grmt
music and I play an occasional
role as Bobby Dasin, singing
“Mack the Knife’ and Beyond

" the Sea” ¥ says Cassidy, T



