m
visit to Britain a few weeks
ago, there were frenzied
scenes of fan worship that we
hadn't witnessed for some 30
years — since the time of

mothers and even one middle-aged
man who made a des; Bﬁ)emt,e lunge for
Zac's shiny locks

ga-ga in his presence.

::éll that’s m&aﬁf:d t.l;;eylwerel z:c ]
amy eyes y long lashes,
the swooegy smile, t%:rea

ing male prettiness .we saw it all
before when the oung star of The

Partridge
and went. global with h.its like Could
It Be Forever and I Think I Love You.

58 and within sight of pass,
treats the comparison with indul-
g:nt _3mg:emen

ey've been comparing Z me
!or):x while now, and while I'm very
nat.cered by the compnrison. I'm not

ml ht be some physical simil
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it's friday!

As Seventies teen heart-throb David Cassidy tours Britain again, he reveals

HEN Zac Efron,
the youngl star
of the ugely

by Lina Das

successful High
School Musical

ovies, made a Aapdrogynous-

It was when fans tried to take

their wall that it
‘Hairp

: of hair to pull. But all I can toZac
young David Cassidy, in fact.  {g that as long as he does zood
Pre-teen girls, not-so-pre-teen  work, doesn't lose his mind

and stays grounded as
a human being, he'll
be fine, because it's
only about the talent
and never about
how many fans
or photographers
you've got outside
our home. But he'd
etter fasten his
seatbelt because it's

went slightly

But if all that seemed reminiscent
of s hysteria-laden tableaux,

the non-

a pop star

And Cnssldy should
know about that. He says
he hopes Zac won't have to go
through what he went through,

‘The real David Cassidy of today, at

bus
‘Oh, in the st.ates
on to star in a show enti

too sure Zac would be,’ he chuckles.

‘I don't know his work, but there
arity  height of his fame at just

between him now and me back then.

People often referred to me as

looking and I had a lot

, which I was llat.t.ere by

o! you home with them and st. ck tt
got difficult.

ulling? T had plenty of ‘that
— back in the days wlgn 1 had alot

which was to lurch from being &
gitruullng actor-cum-singer ﬂ;g

gece Pmridge ll‘nmny at 20, t.ue’:
the worfd berore ret!rm n% the
This was followed by a perlod of

financial straits, depression
rebirt.hasastages'rt;;m

great,' he says. ‘But does
fame come wlhh a prlce? Sure it does.
It's a weight, a burden.’

But today he seems distinctl
unburdened — the reasons for whic
become apparent later. He looks

arkab) for a man of 58, and
though he may struggle these dws
to slip into those spangly catsuits of
old, he still cuts an impressively trim
and compact figure,

The hair is blond-grey and
al h

Cassidy was the first
singer to have a hit
with | Write The
Songs, which became
Barry Manilow’s
signature tune

remove the fat under
my eyes. My mum
looked 30 when she
was 60, so I guess I owe
it all to genes and hair

dye.

‘T was silver-white by the
time I was 35, but havin
grey hair makes me 100

wuhed out. My wife and son have
both said that grey hair doesn’t suit
me because I have a boyish face. It
was a problem when I was 18 and
looked about 12 but it's probably
working to my advantage now.’
He is gearing up for a mini-tour of
'.he UK this month, and this may be
his last here. ‘It's just become so
hard for me to leave home and
erform abroad, what with all
eﬂnanc!alcmxi erations, that

‘MICHAEL BALL
13 SPECTACULAR'

've been giving it some thought .

m says.
‘T don’'t want to say this is
denn}%ly oing to be the lasc

g to tour Britain
I hope it i.sn‘t ‘but it could very
be &xite a while before
come b

Davld has always enjoyed rabid
rt here: on his trip to
B tn.ln in 1972 thousands of

London, serenading him with
his own songs and effectively
& utting %@der house arrest

Whenmndonhotehre&udﬁo
him after that, he

a yi outhe
only to
fans plunged meo the rlver and

it just
land nnmm?péum
the Tarmac for Top Of

on

‘The Pops and then take
tmn-mméc’mwut.m
he'd finished song.

was
‘One night I'd played to an
audience in New York, and
t after the show I was
dropj ed off at this dump of a
mnml no money, no
of clothes and left on my own, At
times like that, I wondered what

I was doing it all for.' One
wonders what he feels about
the likes of Amy Winehouse —
someone who has almo.
crushed by the weight of her
fame and ?

“Well, for me it has al been
about the work, and I 1] that
now, a lot of geople just want. to
be famous. Not that

good — she is — but

any i
ersonal life is that me I.ID.

en what's the point?
‘Once start getting into the
whole freak show deal where
our Fersonal life destroys your
alent, then it's a crime, really.’
The conflicts between work
and personal life have cert:
been occu Davi
late. As well as his tour, he has an
album of his old hits remixed
by groducer crnlg J (who has
‘with Mad and Gwen

nna
Stefani), entmed Dance Party
Remix, which is out in the UK in
and has also had a
show accepted by an
network.

‘I have a lot of work ahead of

me and 1 can’t afford to let

anybodte down, particularly
1 before a
i of s

‘T've been in ncovery for about
a year asmgedon't want aleohol to
's

llfe ormy
prolessional work e

As he makes this admission
Ko b g

aj Wi uni ent
mmbiomphy Could It Be
ver? he was candid about his
use of drugs, having experi-
mented asa teenager with every-
thing from LSD to heroin. And
although he denied that he ever
had a roblem. elther with drugs
he a mitt.ed that

to numb’ himselif.

did it take so long for
m; prq' lems with aleohol to

surface
‘T don’t know,’ he says. ‘I just
can't ngure out wny it took s
lonﬁin the disease to incubate
ui\te and the ong way I can
explain it, I suppose, is to equate
it with belng pre t — you're

are right before you give bivih:
ore you give

m;gg::om‘tm w as much.

S me, I could go for years

out drinking a drop or I'd
have a couple of glasses of wine
and then go to sleep but I could
live w!thout it. And then,
suddenly, it became a struggle
not to, and drinking became a
habit. T never went to bars or
clubs, never got but it
became an issue for me I
started feeling bad and lef

‘I was sitting at home,
wine on my own till 4am an
when son said to me:
you've got to stop " it really
home to me that I had

to address the problem.”

The fact it was David’s son
Beau, now 17, who triggered his
poignant.
he brilliant

sel.f—appralual is
own father, t!

d charlmanc Bmadwv star
Jack Cassidy, was ‘a raging
alcoholie’ says David.

‘So were my uncles, my aunt
and my gran 1t's s genetic,
buzit never took hold of my
Ihad ment.w when I realised

stop.
‘I don’t think I was going
through an unhappy period or a

d’s mind of

David today: Apart from one

Krocednre‘deudesngo'.hesm
e has avoided cosmetic surgery
crisis as such — it's just the way

the disease has evolved in me.
Now I've stofmed drinking

completely and I go to meetings.
‘T'm very lucky in that I never
hit rock bottom because I

soﬂn't. want to ruin my career
or my family. But I've felt a
shame about it.

re is a certain amount of
shame in admitting I'm weak
andhelp\essmt.hhins ce, but

HAT he has admitted a
problem and is taking
steps to overcome the
Bat. meni,’ David c%"s‘é%%"'
a
probably more used than most
eople to digging deep within
If for answi

ers.
David was just three-and-a-half

years old when his father |
— an M that left him with

Ee a very turbulent and
volatile relationship,” he ll{l
‘But then, my fat er Ere ty
m‘xf&e!::nu‘mmb with every
Vol 0 -
one he knew —

e young David
ecome an actor like

subconsci
30, Bplng sbnmciensy
together. Ironi , it was to
| them even e

Sinee divorcing Evelyn Ward,
David’s mother. Jack Cassidy
had married actress Shirle,
Jones (the
three sons — Patrick and

— all of whom are now in
showbusiness) and when both
Shirley and David were cast in
The Parttldse Funlly, neither




