shout t even il you can’'l stand the sight
of her!

Davd now can afford his own home
and he's very happy there But for a long
7 ge ot 2 kid he had to spend his time

e tween his mother' s apartmant in i
Vork and his dad and stepmother’s rather

duhy pad in California
But some kids have an inbom

enlience, David was that kind of kwd
And his sheer adaptability was to stand
him n very good stead when he finally
broke into the pop muuc world

Even before the divorce, David had got
8 temendous interest 10 music. He'd put
the tadia on and sng along with the
programmaes, and he'd enjoy whatever
mconds came 10 hand. But right up to the
divorce ho'd #so been encouraged to lead
a perfectly orcdinary kind of life, even
though he'd come from a showbusiness
background

But he learned to cope. He learned to
enter his teenage years with no chip on
b shouldar, but with a great zest for hife
which took n building model cars and
soroplanes, playing baseball, enjoying @
fast-footed game of table-termis .. and
keeping a1 least & weather eye open for
the chicks in the neighbourhood. He was
pretty  cloze two his mum, and he
understood hér  loneliness  as  he
understood his own,

For him, there was always the music
Sound corny? Well, if you'd been a guest
in the Casidy home around this hime,
you wouldnt havwe doputed the obvious
enjoyment David got out of going up to
his room and playing his records. He'd
urg dong, move along, dance along — in
trant of the murror, And in the end he
got 1w dmeaming about making his own
way in sthow Dusiness.

That's the thing about show business
It gets into your blood and you can't get
iid of it Show business, with all s

WE JUST
WANTED
0 BE
PART OF
SHOW
BUSINESS’

pressures, had split up David's parents,

but he didn't blame the business itsell, He
wanted 1o be part of i1, and he figured

that he knew enough, was experienced
anough, 1o be able 1o avoid any pittalls,

Oh, there was o time when he was in

junior high school and his mum helped

get him a job with a show touning
thiough New England. Me wasn't oxactly
e star, but he played an important part
by running ervands, helping make scenery
~ Wweeping up One night he even went on
~ Mge in full costume, as @ member of the
- thorus, and he felt the atmosphere of
E Immmud unreabity soak tight into his

~ Another thing was that the other Kids
:f-'!; mally LIKED David. They koew he was
’ﬂ‘t of showbusiness, because of his
¥ A, dad and step-mum, and they waere
I thit he was so unspoiled, ad the
thing was that graduation meant less
him than to them. He'd got this crazy
that he'd be an actor
e i the odd theatrical job in
lywood, while his whool chums got
. -_ 0 the srious business of banking,
-*-- m!ﬂ'ﬂ“hlhlliﬂht

f I.'tl'hur"rmh thl
e whaen he'd left home tor the
® Wil anly a mpper then, amd
Ry wa only four yean

away from home, and as he realised he
war hopelessly lost he started o cry

Like anv well-broughtup kid, Dawvid
had leamed t© recite his name, address,
mwlephone number, so the policeman who
tound him was able o get him home

Az far as showbusiness was concerned,
David was sware of his weaknewsses, He'd
swung  enthusiastically i the Episcopal
Church Choir, and he enjoyed overy
moment of shanng 0 jJovous hymns and
lowdly recited psalms. Hemambaer that he
had a very high voice at the time
Cassidy the soprano, rather than David
the sexy pop singer

We talk later in this book about how
he came 1w meet Huth Aarons who
became his manager when he was sighteen
years old. But before things started
happening, this budding Marlon Brando
or possibly Paul Newman, had 1o do quite
a ftew different jobs. There was one
sorting mail in a textile company in New
York. That was pretty grim work, and he
hated the ninetofive existence. 1t maght
be an okay way of caming a hiving for
SOME people. but for David 1 wasn'y
even a way ol living!

He'd go home to his lonely room and
wonder if he wasn't just chasing raimbows
Mind vou, he wrotle home often. Without
those letters. in which he could express
optimism despite the faillure of so many
auditions, he'd have gone stark, stanng,
raving, Cassidy-type mad!

There was that ill-fated play The Fig
Leaves Are Falling, which only ran for a
few days. It had been out on a provincial
tour, mcluding Philadelphia, and there
wiere constant rewntings of the plot, but
nothing could save it. It was one ol those
shows that couldn't BE saved. Sull, David
knows now that you can learn from
everything

For in those days there were often
more people on stage in the cast than
there were in the audience. And that
hasn't ever been true of a David Cassidy
show, The only problem since has been
whethed: the box.office stalf can cope
with  the sudden rush  of  people  all
determined to get tickets,

Anyway, New York wasn't the be-all
and end-all ftor David. He had a few
happy memorties of the City, and a lot of
disappointments but in the end a
producer who'd seen him work felt he
could be nght for a mowvie he was setting
up in Hollywood. So he paid for David,
on a round-tnp ticket, to go back home.
He was actually paying ftor more than
that . . . he was linancing a trip that was
to produce one of the greatest and most
likeable pop stars in the business.

David remembers those early days back
home. “I felt that I'd retuimed something
of a faillure. | didn’t get the part, but |
did get into a few television things, like
lronside, and Marcus Welby, and Bonanza
and Mod Squad.

“But seeing myselt an film for the lirst
tme was Just awhul. | think | looked
okay, like no spots or pimples showed
through, but | looked very young, And
when | heard my voice. Oh, boy . . . that
wa twmirnible. | sounded like | was some
kid of ten years of age, just brought in to
make & recording and not knowing what
wis going on. Sull, | have this theory that
most people get alarmed when they first
et to hea ther voice on tape .. . it's
like it coming trom somewhere miles
around.

David's detinition of a “friend”™ -
"Someone who means more 1o you than
you mean to yoursell. | mean someone
vou really care about - you care what
happons 10 them And as far & I'm
conoeined, having good thends s onve of
the most impartant things in life ™

TSUL 1 had my freods and | had my
mum, and | also had a lor ot conlidence

Avid the key man on the “triend”
romted was one Sam Hyman, and he'd
boen o chum ol David’s since they were
a oschool together, and there aten’t any
wcrets they keep from sach other
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