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The Barrow concert was a major success, shumng the spotheht on the venerable 500-szal venue. Cassidy performed Ins best-known Parindge Famly

The Mystery of Cassidy

Story and photographs by Stephen West
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Friday, March 27, was basically Dand Cassidy Day m Frankiin The
Barrow marquee flashed excriedly about the evening's concert, several
gant signs were at Liberty and 12th trump=tmyg the sold-out show, and
throughout downtown music by Cassidy and The Parindge Family playzd
from speakers. Superfans from as far away as England stroll=d around,
soaking it all i1 Mystery and mtngue surroundad the minerary of the 70s
pop legend.

For those of us just outside the nner circle of the Barrow, thers were few
chies conzermng the spectfics of Dand's odyssey through western
Pennsylvama. Those m the know were swom to secrecy The event
plammers, caterers, kung o artists (George Etzel and hus students prowided

secunty) and others mn the loop kept mum
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Dawnid's people msisted that hus privacy be secured. He's been
mobbed and womanhandled too many tmes m the last 40 years,
worldwide and m countless languages, and they want to avoid that at
all costs.

Arguably, he 1 the most famous person to perdform m Venango
County smce Bob Hope and Charlie Chaphn Whea Dand burst
upon the Amencan scene m 1970 as Keith Partndge, he had it all
Fame, wealth, power and tons of overzealous fans

At the moment, Hannah Montana and The Jonas Brothers easily
echpse Cassidy, but histoncally few teen 1dols have reached his level
of mternahonal starpower. He contmuzs to be one of the hardest
workmg 1cons in show busmess In the last ceveral years he's stamred
n Broadway shows, performed numerous concerts to packad
houses, and this summier hs and s three brothers will have a show

on ABC.
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songs, a few Bom his sole albums, and some of his favontes from the 60z and 70s kice Hendrix Much of the time he spokes mtimataly with the
largely-female andience. This =specially debghtad his superfans i the front section, who constantly reached out tor lutm when he drew near Countless

tmes he reached back, cliciting teen screams from lus adourers.

Almost two hours of songs and shanng later, the ights of the Barrow dimmed and the pop dream snded Cassidy attended a secret mest-and-grest

backstage, and then suddenly he was gone, talong with him a certain mtrigus

(chick pox for more)
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sandwich and a confortable chair

the show. You'd think after forty years in show business the star's rider would
contain a few quirky things No, he simply asked for water, hot tea, a turkey




